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ABSTRACT

Durian (Durio zibithinus) is an im portant valuable income earning fruit crop in 
Sri Lanka. It is also a m ajor fruit crop in G am paha district too. A study was conducted 
from 2014 to  2016 in G am paha Agrarian Service division to identify field problem s in 
durian crop and to  find recommendations. The study was m ainly concentrated in the 
U rapola area. Phytophthora  root and stem ro t and stem boring beetle damages w ere 
severe threats in the study area. W eakening and deaths o f  trees were also due to poor 
drainage. Shot hole borer damage and Term ites attack were also found as m inor reasons. 
It was found that stem borers damage and root, stem and fruit rot dam age incidences w ere 
24.1%  and 26.4% respectively. Shot hole borer damage was 10.3%. Even though the 
term ites attacks w ere 35.6% , severity o f  the damage was very low. An in tegrated  
approach  o f  m anagem ent strategies was iden tified  and the approach was concen tra te  
m ore on cultural, m echan ical and appropria te  chem ical m ethods. The package 
includes enhancing field  sanitation, p roper drainage, fertilization  o f  crops, 
application o f  C alcium  fertilizers to enhance  pH  in o rder to  reduce fungal ro t, 
treatm ent o f  dam aged branches o f  tree w ith  fungicides. D um ping o f  undecom posed  
organic m atter at the  base o f  the tree should  be avoided as it a ttracts term ites to  the  
roo t zone. T ieing up  o f  cattle  to the tree trunks w ill lead to  dam age roots and stem s. 
T he collective effo rts  o f  farm ers and extension  officers should  be taken  w ith sho rt 
term  and long term  m easures. Inspection and m anagem ent o f  these problem s should 
start from  the m onth  o f  D ecem ber and it should  be continued  up to  end o f  the  
harvest in the next year. T he control program m e should be continued  for few  y ears  
w hile  new  young p lan ts  should  be essentially  grow n in w ell drained upper e levation
areas.


