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. * * * '  ■ .Sunflower was grown as an ornamental plant. Its oil
content in the seed was low. Breeding for high yield as
well as higher percentage of oil in the seed has resulted 
in varieties with over 40% oii content. Interspecific 
hybridisation has been done to evolve varieties resistant to 
pests and diseases. Russian sunflower varieties have 45-48% 
oil, but these varieties yield only 35-45% oil when grown 
in warmer regions.

Varietal Evaluation : Several commercial sunflower
varieties were tested at the Agricultural Research Station 
at Maha Illuppallama (M.I.) from 1968 onwards to evaluate 
adaptability and yield.Seed yield and other characteristics 
of important varieties are given in Table I. These trials 
were done mainly in Maha season under rainfed conditions. 
(Refer KRUSHI Vol.I,No.4,Page 12 for cultivation details). 
The average yields obtained at M.I. are comparable to 
those obtained in other sunflower producing countries. Sun 
flower, is recommended for Maha season.

Promising varieties : The varieties Spain 253146,
Turkey 251993, Uruguay P - 162454, USSR 265107 and Turkey 
170430 gave above average yields in these trials. During 
various seasons yield performance and yield stability were 
best in the.varieties Spain 253416 and Turkey 251993. These 
two varieties should be considered for commercial cultiva 
tion in the dry zone of Sri Lanka.

Although the variety Urugay P-162454 gave higher 
yield it showed low yield stability between seaons. The 
varieties Vniisak 8931, Peredovik end Armavertz were fou^d 
suitable in India and recommended for cultivation there .The 
main objective of Sri Lanka sunflower programme are to iden 
tify strains with higher potential yields, higher oil con 
tent and high quality oil In the seed. Once sunflower cul
tivation is intensified in Sri Lanka. it is envisaged to 
produce commercial hybrids adaptable to local conditions.
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