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O u r merchants also do not as here chip 
all. kinds and qualities, however inferior, 
but Belect and endeavour to keep up the name of the 
Trinidad cocoa. I t  is also shipped to speoial houses, 
certain qualities are tent to one house, certain to 
another. Our trees are alto properly pruned ; they 
are properly and scientifically cultivated; and looked 
alter w i h  a care and attention necessary to their 
growth. H ere it is not so. Yo u r trees are first of all 
not carefully pruned, their sitoa'.iou and uecrssity of 
shade not considered. Yo u r process of curing IcavsB 
the seeds in a bad and unmarketable condition and 
your trader instead of looking after the name and 
reputalkn of his industry desms but to bring in the 
present shilling, without foresight or look into the 
future. \Vire some of the seeds I  have eceu here 
exposed for sale in  Trinidad the vender would become 
lable to a fine for exposing unmarketable produce. I  
am at present engaged in submitting some of these 
beans to a process of my own whjeh as you cap tee 
has resulted in a marked improvement of the quality.

M r. Kipps at this stage submitted several ssmplts 
of Cocoa at various periods of the process of coring, 
the most intereaiing of these was the ordinary 
Jamaica bean as i t  is put on the market by our 
native growers in three stages of M r  Kipp’s- process, 
First was the ordinary bean, second was the inter­
mediate stage, th ird  tlie final and' improved result 
of the process. T h e  completed stage of the bean was 
certainly a marked improvement and to the unskilled 
eye no difference between it  and the famous 
Trinidad cocoa detected. I t  had acquired a rich 
brown color, the cotyledons were full and plump, and 
the aroma delicate and pervading. The chanoe was 
great and would most certainly add to the com­
mercial value of the product. Mr. Kipps states that 
the process is entirely a natural one, is not ex­
pensive or protracted, and can be made available by 
every one.

W e are glad to state that M r. Kipps has consented 
to deliver a public lecture ou the subject to which 
We shall draw attention.— Mauritius Gazette.
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ELECTRIC LIGHT AND POWER IN  
CEYLON,

So BUOeeBBfol have been Mr. J. Tort Todman’s 
operations bo far, that MeEsre. Bouslead Brother’s 
are about to enter info several considerable 
oontraots: the Grand Oriental and Galle Face 
Hotels ate expected to follow the example of 
the Bristol, and no doubt certain official con­
tracts—for Queen’s House, part of the Customs 
premises and new General Post Office—will 
follow; as well as gome of the local manufac­
tories—oil-miliB—-where night work is often ne­
cessary and the .needful power is already avail­
able. Meantime, Mr. Todman has gene upcountry 
to see what can be done about utilising the 
power from waterfalls and streams to drive 
electric motors, and it is stated that he is also 
to see Matakelle Factory supplied with electric 
light, Mr, J. M. Boustead deserves credit for 
going into the matter so energetically ; but 
he has always displayed a great interest in electric 
motors and appliances. It is quite time that the 
great amount of power running waste in our 
riverB and falls in the planting eountry should be 
freely utilized.

PLANTING IN SOUTH 6YLHET.
The manager of a “ Fibre Concern” in this district 

of Northern India , writes to us
“ We are going largely in for Sisealand Fourcroya 

and other hemps at this garden as well as. ex­
perimenting with ooffee, rubber, <fto. i  have been 
hitherto unsuccessful in proourlng seeds of the

following plants:— Coooa, B razil nuts, (Bertholletia 
Excelsa) Kolariut, (Kola Acuminata) Coos, (Eryth- 
roxylon Coca) Gam bler, (Vncaria Gambia)."
This should be a ohaaee for Messrs, J. P. William 
Bros, of Henaratgoda.

------------------------------ $ -------------- :---------—

T H E  JAMAICA COURT AT CHICAGO;
In  the report of the Hon. 0 . J .  W ard, Honorary 

Commissioner oi Jamaica at ibe W orld’s Fair, which 
wts presented to the Legislative Council on Tuesday, 
we have, for the first lime and probably also fpr the 
last, a lull authoritative account of. the Jamaica Court 
and some of the riBults attained by the reprtBihta- 
tion of the Island’s products at the great exposition. 
Part of the preliminary work was the preparation 
of the illustrated guide-book and brochures, wh.eh waa 
accomplished in the Island- Co'. W a rd  menaces his 
indebtedness. T h e  guide-book assuredly has o'bteined . 
a wide circulation, i t  was given away in the Conti, 
and was sent to the Governor of every State in the 
U n io n , to the. M a jo r of every important city, to the 
leading medical- men in the cities of New Y o rk  and 
Chicago, to every recognised university, to libraries at cl 
school clubF, to foreign commissioners, Governors of 
BritishOolonies, &o. &o. Co'. W ard states that he has 
reason to believe that the information thus circulated 
w ill not fail to he productive of good to the colony.

T h e  remarks on the pioneer exhibits are of extreme 
interest. Mnoh washopedfrom the banana meal and 
on this product the report says :— “ The  banana meal 
engaged the careful attention of several of the liading 
grocers in Chicago, and elsewhere. One large house 
in Chicago, Sprague, Warner & Oo., after testing 
samples of this meal, was so phased with the result 
that it offer, d to undertake to introduce it  as a food 
for infanta and invalids, provided the producers 
would guarantee to supply the necessary amount 
to advertise it extensively throughout the U n i­
ted States. Messrs. Sprague, W arner &  Co. 
estimated that a sum of not less that $>25,000 would 
be necessary to launoh this new product on the 
American market, and unless 'this sum were forth -' 
coming they did not .see their way to dealing with 
it  on the ground that no sales in any quantity could 
be expected. Th is  proposal was in due course 
submitted to the exhibitors whose meal bad been 
experimented upon ; but unfortunately those gentle!- 
men were unable at the time to adopt the conrss 
proposed, end the matter is still in abeyance. I  am 
strongly of opinion that with a jadicious outlay of 
capital, and w ith a reasonable certainty that no 
sudden changes w ill be made in tariff regulations 
there is a market open for banana meal in the 
U nited States. Th is  would also benefit both directly, 
and indirectly the growers of bananas here; inasmuch 
ns the quantity of fruit now rejecied by the shippers 
as not being up to the standard, as regards the 
number of hande on each bunch, could he utilised for 
conversion into meal. A t  pretent the cost of pro- 
due'ng banana meal is very heavy; hut the cost would 
be appreciably reduced were large quantities menu- 
factured and the necessary evaporating and griuding 
machinery introduced.” There is less hope of a 
market for dried bananaB. They do not stand the 
test of time. Perhaps as long as the ripe fruit ig so 
popular— and it  is becoming mere and more an 
economical staple fruit of the people— there will be 
no chance of this delicacy making its way. Col. Ward 
states that he has seen bananas sold in the streets 
of Chicago for almost the same price as in Kingston 
but- naturally of inferior quality. The kola ex­
hibit received some, attention and the Eupply of 
Maohado’s Cigars was easily disposed of, but there 
is no field for cigars unaer the exis'.ing tariff 
A  c o lsiderable amount of dagger and lace-bark work 
could be disposed of in the States if  the duly- were 
lowered. Th e  expirenoe of the Commissioner was 
that the Americans are attracted by this artistic class 
of goods. I t  is satisfactory to learn- that our dienlav 
of fibres was considered-to be the finest in the Fair 
Samples pf- ibe sisal hemp, penguin, &c„ were asked for
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by the Fibre Investigation Department of Agriculture 
at Washington and specimens were accordingly pre­
sented to them. Ool. Ward truly observes that the 
great problem is the manufacture of a good decorti­
cating machine. So far as the Fair was concerned 
there was nothing new in this line of machinery on 
exhibit. Th e  free “  afternoon-coffees” prove a great 
attraction as has already been generally admitted. 
Appended to the report is a statement showing the 
expenditure of the £5,000 voted by the Legislature. 
There is a balance at the credit of the account 
amounting to £423, which may be slightly increased 
by the further ea'e of articles not yet disposed of. 
Th e  compilation and distribution of the Handbook 
cost £904, the erection of the Oonpt £1,182. I t  
should be added that the Atlas Company conveyed 
the exhibits free of cost to and frem New York, and 
M eBBi-s. Macey and Dunham of that city act e l gra­
tuitously as forwarding agent?. To  tUe great credit 
of the Honorary Commissioner be it  said that he has 
not charged in the account a single item of expense 
incurred by himself.—  leaner.

TEA SOIL AND OTHER ANALYTICAL  
‘ EXPERIMENTS.

■ej
A  planter, w ho is not keen about the As­

sociation following M r. Hughes' advice, wrote, 
before he had seen letter on page 57 :— “  W h y  
can’t  the Government make Cochran or some­
one else public analyst, and if any planter wants 
bis soil or te a , leaves analysed, sand to h im , and 
for a sm all fee get a report. W h a t good was. 
done by analyses of coffee- soils, in  times past 1 
A  decent clean-looking bean w ill fetch a good 
price, no m atter where it has been grown. T h e  
sam e 'th ing  happens with tea, a fine Savoury tea 
w ill, fetoh a good prie9 whBrever grown, and I  
th ink  m ost planters of 10 or 15 years' experience 
know w ha t soils are suitable for tea. I  w ould 
rather use m y own judgment in  a matter of that 
than go to any analyst."

O ur correspondent should not suppose that a n a ly ­
ses of soils and manuring experiments are the 
only steps (though these ate very im portant!. H e  
eannot have read M r. Hughes' letters in  onr 
columns during the past year very carefully. 
Ta k e  the very latest (before the one above referred 
to) and w hat did M r. Hughes write (A p ril 11th) ?—

“  W ith  a variation of climate and soil, there w ill 
naturally be a variation in the quality and strength 
of the tea made.

B u t in what respects does the tea differ, and 
bow far is the difference due to the soil, and how 
far to the clim ate ; or still more how far is the differ­
ence due to the mode- o f manufacture ?

The-e are the points whioh I  have put forward 
from tim e to time in your paper, with a view of 
exciting the interest and support of yonr Planters’ 
Association.

It  Is therefore a matter of regret, and possibly of 
distinct pecuniary loss to the Ceylon tea enterprise, 
that up to the present time the Planters’ Associa­
tion have not considered it desirable to promote 
scientific investigation into the prinoiples of tea manu­
facture.

As was pointed out in  my Report upon the Tea  
Analyses made last year in London, the market price 
of the samples examined, varied according to the 
amount of the soluble ash contained, and the results 
certainly suggested further research as being likely to 
yietd useful as well intcics'ing results.

I t  is probably only a question of tim e ; and very 
likely a large Tea Company will first lead the Way 
in scientific research and attach an experienced 
chemist to the Factory staff, who,. if  a good man, 
would soon be found most useful, for instance in 
reporting on the quality of the green leaf delivered 
from different estates.

In  saying this I  feel sure I  am not sim ply expressing 
an opinion, but predicting a fact.”

W e  sincerely regret that the enterprise of the 
Ceylon Planters’ Association in  the direction pointed 
out above, Bbould have fallen so far behind that 
of the sister Tea Association in  Calcutta.

---------- ^ ---------—

DRUG REPORT.
(From Chepdst and Druggist.)

London, May 24tb.
C a s s ia  F is t u l a .—T w e n ty  b a g s  o f  f a i r ,  b u t  s o m e w h a t  

w o rm y , J a v a  pods', im p o r te d  via  A m s te r d a m ,  w e r e  b o u g h t]  
i n  t o d a y  a t  30s p e r  e w t;  T h e y  a r e  s a id  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
r e s id u e  o f  t h e  re c e n t  im p o r ts .

C o c a in e .—N e x t  -to t h e  d ro p  in  s a l i c y la t e s  t h e  c h ie f  
f e a t u r e  o f  i n te r e s t  iu  t h e  d r u g  m a r k e t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s u d ­
d e n  re d u c t io n  of I s  p e r  oz. ( e q u a l  to  a b o u t .  2 J  p e r  c e n t)  
in  t h e  p r ic e  o f h y d ro c h lo ra te  o f  c o c a in e .  F r o m  a  m i n i ­
m u m  o f  IBs p e r  o z„  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a r t i c l e  ( in  
p a rc e ls  o f  a t  l e a s t  100 e z ) l i a s  b e e n  lo w e re d  t o  1 4 s  p e r  
o z . S m a l l e r  q u a n ti t ie s  a r e  b e in g  o f fe r e d  a t  i t s  3 d  to  Ids  
6 d  p e r  o z .  F o r l - o z .  b o t t l e s  34 p e r  o z .  e x t r a  is  c h a r g e d .  
D e liv e ry  m u s t  b e  t a k e n  w i t h i n  t h r e e  m o n th s  f r o m  d a t e  
o f  c o n t r a c t .  . . ,

Q u i n i n e .— T h e s e  h a s  b e e n  n o  b u s in e s s  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  
a r t i c l e  t h i s  w eek . I u  H ie  w h o le s a le  m a r k e t  i t  w o u ld ,  
p e rh a p s ,  b e  possib le  to  b u y  s e c o n d - h a n d  G e r m a n  b u lk  a t  
l i d  p e r o z . ,  b n t l l j d p e r  e z .  i s  t h e  a s k in g  p r ic e .

V a n il l a . —A fa i r ly  l a r g e  s u p p ly ,  o f f e r e d  a t  a u c t io n  t o ­
d a y , w a s  w e ll c o m p e te d  f o r ,  o r d in a r y  a n d  m e d i u m  k in d s  
r e a l is in g  f u l l  p r ic e s , f lu e  b e a n s  I s  p e r  l b .  a d v a n c e .  T h e  
fo llo w in g  w e re  th e  q u o ta t i o n s  F i n e  8 t o  9  in c h e s ,  20s 
to  21s 6 d ; 7 to  8 in c h e s  18s t o  18s 6 d ; 6) to  7 in c h e s  
12s t o  1 4 s  f id ;  5J t o  6ji i n c h e s  10s t o  11s f id ;  41 t o  6 
in c h e s  8s to  9s f id ; -p ale  o i ly  a n d  f o x y ,  f r o m  12s fid d o w n  
t o  2s p e r  lb .

TEA AND SCANDAL.
Mrs. P a b t in g t o n , Mrs. R a m s b o t t o m  and M rs. 

G b u w d y  are such historical characters that it  would 
be interesting to get their experiences of Tea . I  
have as yet only c une across those of the Srst-nAmed 
lady, end I  now hand them on to "you. They are 
thus described iii “ Mrs. Partiugtou’s Tea P a rty ;” —  
Mrs. P . ’s first visit was to the Grocer’s. ‘ I  want 
half a pound of the bept black and a quirter of a 
pound of the best green if you phase ’ said she, to 
the shsrp yoiirgman behind the couuter. " I ’m told 
Souchong has the hist savour, but I  don’t  preti mi to 
know; Th e  real insignificance of the 'names' phases 
m y reprehension.” “ Perhaps you’d like to try Orange 
Pekoe ma’a m ”  suggested the shopman. “ I t ’s tea 
I  want, thank you”  was the reply. “  I  didn’t know 
that you were conveyors of fruit as well.” T h e  man 
grinned and packed up the black tea, “ Gunpowder 
I  suppose ma’am?” he asked. •’ L o r bliss the man; 
does be think I  am going to k ill anybody, or have 
a corrosion iu the house or what ?”  . she exclaimed. 
Th e  man explained that he merely mentioned a 
certain kind of green tea. “ W e ll”  she said, greatly 
relieved; “ if you’re sure it won’t blow up, I  don’t 
m in d . I ’ve often heard that it ’s dangerous to uee 
much green tea and if they put gunpowder in it. 
I  am sure it is uo longer a project of surprise.” 
The greeri tea was also packed up. . . . .  Th e  tea 
was made and passed round, and no one present ever 
tasted abetter flavoured cup in his life. M rs .P , bad 
a genius for tea-making; ‘ an excellent tbi «g  iu woman.’ 
She did not give you all the strength of the leaf in 
the first cap, and the mere washings of the tea-pot 
in the seeoud. She did not send you a pale yellow 
infus'ou with the first, and a blaek decoction with 
the second. She avoided both these faults and 
managed to give just the right and pleasant degree 
of strength to both, and even if you were unreason­
able enough (as all her guests w ere) to ask for a 
third or even a fourth supply, you m ight be quite 
eertain of finding the quality of the beverage unim ­
paired. H e r tea pot was like aconjuror’s battle; and 
seemed inexhaustible in its supply of good liquor except 
that it  continued to pour tea only, and not variously 
coloured water like the bottle iu question, ‘ P aul


