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NATIVE CATTLE IN TOWKS.

3 HE damage done by native cattle to
cultivated aress is a cause of
tommon complaint, and quite late-
ly we had the Director of Botanical
Gardeus writing on the subject and

saying, “1 have fought against this nuisince for
years, but without much effect, as the existing
laws and public opinion appear to be against any
really sfficacions measures.” Our present complaint
is also against the existing laws and against
-public opinion, which are as patient of cattle
trespass as of what is, if a less destructive,
¢ yet mors dangerous custom of the country,
viz., the driving of large herds of cattle for
pasture along the public roads. This practice
is a source of danger in more than one sense.
It is dangerous to pedustrians, sspecially child-
ren, who frequent the public parks in the suburbs
of the city, and it Is dangerous to equestrians
and those who drive in their carriuges. The
droves of cattle to be met along our public

toads are supposed to Le on thelr way to or .

from the pasture grounds, which are 4 source of
revenue to the Municipality or other bodies .or
proprietors who charge a capitation fee of one
rupee per month for cattle grazed on their lauds,
But the drover—and there is no more than one
man for some fifteen or twenty head of cattle
—never loses the opportunity of utilizing all
the forage to be picked up free of cost on the
roadsides, where ~ the grass is generally thick
and luxuriant. Native cattle, and perticularly
native buffaloes, are by no mesns the most

domesticated of the so-called domestic animals
of Ceylon, and there is therefore alwuys the
possibility of men, women and children being

- gored, or of horses and carriages being wrecked;

through the incapacity of the drover to con=
trol. his herd. Indeed, we know of many acci-
dents that have occurred through this source
of danger. :

But the practice against which we complain
is a source of danger in a more serious way;
namely, as a means of disseminating cattle
disease, particularly foot and mouth disesss,
and murrian—which aresoeasily conveyed fromons
anima! to another. We haveseen herds of native
cattlebeing driven along the public roads, and round
about infected areas. when both these forms of
disease were prevalent in the town. The ani-
malsare so little undershe control of the herdsman,
that often some of them break away {rom
the herd, and, effecting au entrance through a
live hedge or through wire fencing (as only
native cattle in Ceylon ecan), enter an area to

‘which they carry or from which they convey the

infection of disease. We consider this evil of
driving untethered cattle along the public roads
a 1osb serious one which culls for speedy redress:
1t is all very well to be told that due restrictions
are imposed on the movements of animals during
times of diseases. We ourselves have mot seen
much good come out of these regulations; but
this we are confident of, that the licenee which
allows of cattle wandering along public roads,
skirting private grounds, gives great facilities for
the spread of disease among live stock. The
grazing of eattle by the roadside, and especially
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in the vicinity of eultivated grass lands, from
whieh  the mnomadic animals might get afew
Bites of succulent fodder by craning their
fecks tlirough the fenees, goes on most com-
utonly under the cover of darkuess, aml the
vwaers of native stock in towns are even in
the liabit of driving their cattle into private

gardens and grass lands, -during the night |
7 the eir-
cumstances detailed above, we think it is high §

time, for-a supply of food. Usder

time that- some measures were passed which
will enforce upon owners of native cattle in

‘towns, the duty of having all wirimals that ate |
being eonveyed along public reads secured with |

-Yopes ‘and kept well undev the - gontrol of

drovers-—two animals to each man; farther, all |
cattle glionid be probibited from grozing along’

public roads. We feel sure that these meagures
" will meet with the approval of all owners of
stock who have the welfare of their animals
at heart, and are adopting the most approved
methods of stock-keeping. ’

i

RAINFALL TAKEN AT THR SCHOOL OF
AGRICULTURE . DURING MAY, 1895,

1 .. Kil 13 ., 108 25 .. 22
2 ., Ki 4 .. 02 26 .. 0l
3 .. Ni 15 .. -84 2r - 27
-4 ,, Ril 16 .. 275 28 -+ 84
5 .. Nl 17 .. ‘11 20 o 31
6 .- 41 18 -+ Dl 30 -+ 35
7., 82 1)« Nil 3L ., Wl
8 .. 48 2 - 06 1 ., O
9 ., 0l 21, -0l
10 .. 01, 22 [ Nil Total ..1271
11 . 4. 28 8 Nil ————
12 .. 96 24 01 Mean .. 41

. Greitest anmount of rainfall in any - 24 hours
pu the 1ith instant, 465 inehes,
RS Recorded by P, Vax -Dp Buxa.

OCCASIONAL NOTHES.
From the consignment of rhea cnttings received
from Calcutta, about 100 plants ave now flonrishing
ou the Behool of Agriculture grounds, .

A large quantity of seed wds gathered from
the Reana plots grown at the school, and after
distribution among out Agricultural Instruetors,
shere is still a good deal laft, which caw be had
in small quantities en applieation.

. We have during the past month had futther
applications for the seeds of the Cow-pea from
planters both in Ceylon and India. A trial is
going on with two varieties of paddy seed re-
ceived tnrough the kindness of Mr. 1':asanna Nath
Lahiri, the writer of the article on Early lfaddy
whicl appeared in’ the April number of the
Magazine. These are known us Dinagepore aus
paddy -and Banafuli rice,

The Ge.yldﬁ Goverriment Dairy is once more in

" full :working order, having only now completely

recovered from the shock which it }*e,csived in
' Pobruary last year, when cattle murrain worked
guch havoo with the stock.  The daily outpus of

- Mr. T. H. A, de Soysa.

mlilk is at present about 40 gallons, all of which
goes to the Govermmnent hospitals. Six Bind cows

.and a Sind bull were added to the herd in April

—Dhaving been purehased from the lot imported by
It is intended to draft out
a npumber of calves and a few cows from the
dairy herd (as was done last yenr), and offer them
for snle by public auction in the ecourse of next

We have to acknowledge the ‘receipt of the

following exchanges :—S8t. Thomas” College Mugu- -

zine, Our Boys, Agricultural Journal of the Cape of
Good Hope, the Agricultura! Gazette of Burbadocs,
U
LAWS OF CEYLON RELATING 7TO
AGRICULTURE.

CrAP. V.—RULES YOR KNPORCING CUSTOMS.
1. All rules framed under ths provisions of

| Seetions 3 and 6 of ChapterIIl shall be transmitted

by the Government Agent to the Governor, for
his approval or disallowance with the adviee of
the Bxeeutive Councils and if such rules shall be
approved, notice shall be given by proclamation;
and the samd rules shall be published in the
Gazette, and im she district as to the Government
Agent seems fit, and shall thereupon.. besome
binding, and shall be as legal, valid, and " effeetiial
as if the same had been inserted hetein ;‘,Prov?iaed
that nothing in those rules shall be repugugnt

_to, or inconsistent with, the true -intent and
- meaning of this Ordinance. Tage

2. The Government Agent may, if if seems
advisable, orshall, upon the vequisition of a reason-
alde number of the proprietors of a district, cull
a public mecting of the proprietors to add to,
amend, or repeal any rules whieh are.in foree, o
in case he has drawn up rules under Sec 6 of
Chap. 111, add to, amend, or repeul.any such rules,
and draw up new rales in liew of them, Provided

| that any altevation, made by proprietors, be

determined at a public mesting duly convened,
and by such a majority as i§ reguired by Sec. 5 of
Chap. 11I., and subjsct to the provisions with

- regard to original rules contained in Chap. III,
- and that all alterations and all néw rules made

by the Government Agent shall be transmitted to
the Governor for approval or disallowance; and
shall, if approved, be published as provided in the
preceding Section.
. Cmaprer VL

L. When it shall be mnecessary to convene a
Village Council the G A. shall give notice in the
village where the offender resides or where the
aet is said to have been committed. The com-
plaint shall be publiely inguired into by the G. A.
or some person_deputed by him for the purpose
assisted by a Village Counecil, The inquiry must
be held in the presence of the offender, unless
he wiltully keeps away. 1f the Village Council
tinds the offender guilty of a breach of any of the
rules, and if the G. A. be of the same opinion, the
Village Council shall forthwith award and adjudge
that the offender do pay a penalty not exceeding
R30. No sentence, whiech has not been con-
firmed by the G, A. shall be carried into effect.

Provided that the depatation to convens Village
Councils to try breaches of rules, and alsd the
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