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an apology and tha Company resumed their good 
humour.

And they sip and sip, Have their friends oh the 
h'p, ■

And of foibles and faults and caprices make a handle,
While round, goes the room, the liquer, and the 

scandal.
A, M . F e r g u s o n .

ECONOMY IN WORKING WIRE 
SHOOTS,

Under this heading a notice appears in the 
Ceylon Observer regarding Miohie’s Patent 
“ Lubriea” Runner with beat cast steel wheels 
and bodies, a specimen oi which and diagram 
oan be seen at our office. Wire Shoot Banners 
now in nee fail and are short Jived because of 
imperfect lubrication of the bearing surfaces of 
axle and wheel; and many Runners are made 
without any attempt at provision for lubrioation. 
The new Runner is fitted with an enlarged axle 
in the body of which an oil cavity is formed. 
This cavity or lubricant receptacle is filled with 
oil after the Runner is placed on the rope ready 
to start and tha bearing surfaces draw their 
supply from it when the journey down the rope 
has commenced. The arrangement has been 
formed to work admirably.

AGRICULTURAL CHEMISTRY.
T h e  N eed of t h e  A n a l y s t  and t h e  P l a n t e r s  

W o b k i n g  T o g e t h e r .
A planting correspondent sends us the following 

cutting from the Queensland Sugar Journa l:—
In connection with the general feeling in Queens­

land in favour ot the appointment by the State of au 
agricultural aulytical chemist, the following from the 
Planters’ M on th ly  (Hawaii) is interesting:—

During the l&tesessions of the planter’s meeting in 
thig' city, the subject of establishing an experimental 
station here wss brought forward and urged with an 
earnestness which gives strong assurance to the hopes 
of all interested in it that an effort will be made to 
senate it without unnecessary delay. The benefits 
which have resulted from these centres of agricultural 
research, have been ao great in every country where 
they have been established, as to leave no doubt of 
their value in the minds of those who have followed 
the teachings derived from the scientific investigations 
made.

W e  all know that to chemical research is in a 
large measure due the pre-eminence of European 
beet sugar culture, Bat it was not by chemistry alone 
that this has been achieved, rather by the happy 
combination of scienoe with practice; the practical 
beet grower called the chemist in to aid him, an 1 it 
Was by their m utua l efforts that the beet finally reached 
its present high qua’ity. Working alone, neither 
Would have attained snob suceers, or at least not until 
the grower had become a chemist, or, what is more 
likely, the chemist had become a grower.

And this is the point we wenld emphasize here. It 
is an easy matter to secure the services of a chemist 
who would be able to analyse our soils and fertilisers, 
bat before he could be of value, beyond that of a mere 
analysing machine, be must learn the practical and 
diverse details of oar cane culture. Row otherwise 
can be drs£w au-intelligeut conclusion ; bow can be give 
to  each fact its logioal meaning, if he must first learn 
the very rudiments of oor practice ? And not alone 
the nraetioe but cace culture in general.

What could be expected even from the most learned 
doctor of chemistry, if he must at the outset be handi­
capped by learning such a simple thing as how to plant 
cane? The true agricultaral chemist must first he a 
farmer, he must conduct his experiments and interpret 
Bis results in the light of cane field work, the soils, 
meteorological conditions, practical necessities, eco­
nomical considerations, etc.*

* Time, hlso of tea, This has always beep my 
pinion.—A  Qeyton P la n ter ,

FLORA AND CULTIVATION IN HADRAMUT, 
SOUTH ARABIA;

FROM AN ADBBDaS DELIVERED B B F 0 B 8  T H E LONDON

CHAMBER OF OOMIIBBOE, OS T H E  1 0 l H  ID L Y , BY 

I .  THEQDSBE BENT.

Daring bar stay at A1 Satan we bad ample means 
for studying the habits of the inhabitants and their 
primitive system of agriculture. The cultivation 
of date-palm is tbe most important feature in 
Hadramut, the staple ■ food for man* and in many 
eases for cattle, for they grind the date stone and 
feed the cows with the powder. Around the palace of 
A1 Satan the palms < xtend for mileB, and all this 
cultivated area is irrigated by wells sunk in the 
sand, t'he water which is drawn up by bullocks 
being conveyed to the fie’ds by email channels 
executed with great skill. A Btroll round these 
cultivated acres is interesting and instructive; 
there are several spices grown for table use— 
zamouta, an umbelliferous plant, tbe seed of 
which is used in coffee, habatarsoba, a nemopylla, 
the seeds of which are used for putting in the bread; 
coria'nder, fennel, chilis, cress and radishes} 
luoerne and clover is grown for tha. eattla; 
beans, eggapples, cucumbers and water-melons 
climb about under the shade of tbe trees; then 
there are henna trees, tbe leaves of which 
the women dry and pound to make a paste tor 
deoorating their hands and faces. Indigo for dyeing 
purposes is largely grown, and o itside the towa 
indigo is manufactured in large jars, for the uni­
versal dye for all clothes is dark bine, jowari or 
douxra is the chief grain produced here for Battle 
and the cultivation of this ocoupies many acres 
around ElKatan. Then we saw a man going round 
with an apron fail of dried male spathes with which 
to fructify the female palms. With surprising 
agility he olimbs up the stem, and With a long 
rounded knife euts off the bark which encircles the 
female spathe, and shakes it out into a bushy 
shape, then he takes the male spathe and shakes 
into it the dried pollen, and as he does so he sings in 
a low chant, “May God make you grow and be fruit­
ful.” The palm is the life andBOul of the Arab, ted of 
all dates those of the Hadramut are reputed the host. 
On a journey a man earries a skin of dated and 
requires no olher sustenance; the date flower 
provides tbe bees of the Hadramut with material 
for the moat delicious honey, honey which is 
celebrated ail over this part of Arabia, the merits 
of which Pliny extols and the flavour of white 
I consider superior to any of the far-famed honeys 
of Italy and Greece,

The flora of the Hadramut is also meagre and 
to the casual observer'Uninteresting. Our botanist 
only collected a little over 200 specimens during 
the whole of our expedition, but these contained 
ihrao new genera, and new species of such genera 
as Aloe, Adenium, Artbrosolen, Littonia, Statiee, 
and Veliozia; they are now being worked up by 
the authorities at Hew, and as they are the first 
received from Southern Arabia eastward of Aden 
they are of considerable interest and value,— 
Chamber o f  Commerce Journal, '
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