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;. THE OVER-PRODUCTION OF FIBRE:
“We are not in the pecrets of Government and

cannot ‘say, therefore, what thought was in the -
&nges of inttormgs-
0 bea |

offipial mind-in causing some
tion ' sbout ¢ Mauritus Hemp -Machines
roproduced in the Gazette of 28th Bept. from
#4’ «“Kew Bulletin ¥ of no old a date as May 1890,

I# 'wie -owe this to & desire to inducs some iresh

inferest in -the aloes and other fibrous plants which
go freely grow in Ceylon, we are by no -means
- inclined to. find fauli; . for, indeed we had just
been writing on the subject of Fibres, when the
Ganctie came - to- hand. But alas, our recent mail
news from London was, to the effect, that the Euro.
pean market for nearly all kinds of fibres was
clogged and overstooked! The fortuneg that were
to be madé in * Sisal” and * Ramie” ‘are likely to

meli” into the ssme thin air that received those

of the Qeylon
on ecinohonal e .

Recenfly we. made remarks . upon the - large
outturns by mechanical aids, a8 being one of the

planters some years ago; when based

chiet. of. the cauges, that have led. to the gaeneral

over-stocking of the world's markets, Among the
produstions which seem to. have sufifersd .to &
greater extent from this employment then slmost
any other, ia this of fibre. Not very many years
back, an urgent demand was made in innumerable
quarters,” for the designing of muchinery: whereby
fibte might bo° obtained fromi wome of the

known Bourtces of supply left almost eniirely

untoushed because of the difficuliy then ex-
gzgenaed of esonomically : treating them. . This
pmand  was more or lgss suscesstully met, and
markets became erelong orowded: with fibres of
many. desoriptions of a novel character in gquanti-
ties that proved to be greatly in excess of the
power of ‘sonsumers to - absorb. This glut
bhas proved to have very. unfavourable resulis
even fof Ceylon. Only within the past few. years
a demand..bad sprung up for -the fibre of our
%myra palm, and we have only to examine the
‘ustoms returns to- sedhow speadily this demand
was met from Colombo. . Quite & haldyon: time then
geemed to have gammenced for those of our northern
distriats that had a plentiful growth of this

patticular palm. Prices for'the_ fibre ran up very |
#peedily, and -everything scemed to “promise fairly
for the edntinudnce and for tho permanence of°

this form of industry. ~ Bui the- result that has
attended so many-.other forms of produstion scon
beoame felt in this- branch.  The markets for dis-
posal soon became overstocked,  and prices fell even
to below those quoted. before the active demand had
get in; Aseaconsequenags the hopeful anticipations
that bad been formed asto the outlpok for palmyra
gardens tumbled to the ground. The export fell
off largely, and it muet be a maiter of extrome
doubt if it cdn experience a satisfwotery revival.
We fear that thig disappointing result mugt
operate in . produging discouragement with
regard to our island fibre.yielding plants generally.

8o many tropical countries can cowpete with us

in the supply of - these,. that it is difficult
to see that our island can ocoupy any very active
part in the ecomipetition. It is fortunate, perhaps,
that, having so many bther branches of indusiry to
attend to, nolarge outlay was attetaptsd in Oeylon to
endeavour to miset the demand, Other countries have
not had the same good fortune. The Bahamas—to
‘quote & foremost instance among these—set to
. work-on the first appearance of thdé demand to
- largely caltivate and manipulate the plant yielding
the well-known and ~ valjed sisal fibre. What
hag ‘beehi ‘the resulé? " It has been the same

88  had, for the last few years, attended
bty tloms of o P S W
]

Pioduction, In an inoredibly |
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ghort space of time the prices of this celebrated;
fibre in the European marksts seriously feH, and*
stooks of it so avcumulated that they havenow bntlittle
chance of “becoming- depleted to the extent thak
would ' cause prices once again to. remch & remu--
nerative level. A" good many years must elapse,:
it is mush to be feared, before we shall again..
be able to write hogefnllly a8 to the prospests-
before fibre gollectors. At one time it seemed likely.
to be the oase that the mana grass, that grows
so luxuriantly througheut many. localities:in this:
island, might have o suocessful fature for -its-

| treatment. This hope met. with “disapppintiment,

and there would seem- to bs no present’ prospsot-
before us, that advattage 'might be gained by the
endeayour to experiment with any others of. our-
indigenous fibre-yielding grazses or traed. o
Whether in the good time that is always
coming, the chadow that has now fallen.
upon: the. fibre-praducing - industries of the- world’
may be removed, it iz impogsible to say. ~At all
events at the present fime the: outlosk: with re-:
gard to them is.as clouded a8 it  well ‘ean be,
Roferences made to the London dealets are an-
swered to the effeet that there is & plethors of
supplies of fibre of all kinds, and that it~ would
be tutile to encoursge fiirther- increase of produe-
tion. Metai has snogeeded to fibre for all tha
standing rigging of ships, to supply which in
times past, gave rige to muoch of the demand to which..
sllugion hag been made. Machinery has. enabled
the world to more thankeep pace with requirements,.
and in no branch has that result been 'more-
forgibly exemplifisd. than in the fibre trade,
Unless some at present wholly unforeseen - oatise of
demand should arige, it must be a very long time
before 'we shall again b2 called upon to turn our
attention {6 the numerous plantd in' Ceylon from-
which useful fibres may''be obtained, We must .
be content to rest mpon our oars until such tims. -
srrives—should it ever do so—at which . demand
MAy onge more overtake supply. - : ™

PLANTING NOTES FROM TALAWAKELE,
CEYLON.. ‘

Oct. 2.1 think that at last we have come to-
the most delightful peason of the year, the interreg.
num between the 8,-W,. and N.-E. monsoons—at-
least, since the 27th; when the rain at last eeased;
we have been enjoying warm breezes and sunshjne.
and oloud effects a¢ sunset on the Great Western,
thongh' there were a ocouple of showers on the
80th. The present heat, besides enabling. us..
to get our household belongings drisd, will give us. -
nice floghes towsrds the end of the myon{h: - - -

Coolies_are still displaying their hopeless ines-
pacity o distinguish batween - verity and falsehood,
between what is mine and what is thine- Regarding -
thelatter, factory coolies think that the firewood heéap
for the driers is put there for their personal beme-
fik, especially do they think so when departing -
from their scerie of Iabor at 6 or 7 o’alosk,
. One coolie was found the other day seated om,
the cartroad enjoying the contents of & tin. of.
raspberty wafers. Extravagancesis perhaps one of
the points of the fin de siecle, but ocooliea s=eem
now-a-days to get whatever they like, and. they
are not bothered with- the thought ' of payment.’
Posterity will do that, ©
. ool merrsemes
__ STIMEHRL” .
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