JuLy 2, 1894.]

THE TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST. 17

THE CEYLON GOVERNMENT DAIRY.

We have io go to the official papers of a
neighbouring Colony to learn what is taking place
at our very doors! The Report which Mr,
Bellamy has furnished to the Selangor Adminis-
tration, on the Dairy in our Cinnamon Gardensg will
be perused with mixch interest by a large number
of our readers. To planters especially who
generally have milehing cows on their estates, the

information afforded ought to bs of considsrable.

pragtical value. Colombo residents too—espeoially

the ladiss who as house-keepars, have most to
do with the ocattle and milk supply—~cannot fail
to gather hints from the accounts of the cows,
which do best for milking, the dietary soale, &a.
It is very satisfactory tio find that this local Dairy
experiment besides seouring for the Hospitals, the
great boon of an ample supply of pure rich milk,
13 proviog a prefitable investment—indeed shewing

profits so large per mensem thai the whole cost |

of the building, ecattle, d&c. will very quiokly be-
This being the |

repaid to the publia exchequer.
oase, we would urge that a similar experiment be
commenced for the bensfit of hospital patients
in copnection with all our chief towns. What
has succeeeded so well in Colombo, should surely be a
success at Galle, at Kandy, Badalla, Ratnapurp.,
Trincomalee, Jaffns, Kurunegala and other of our
towns and principal stations., We do not expect
all theso establishments to be set agoing at once.
The “ Managers " and attendant coolies should

be gradually trainod at Colombo, and the stook

ntilised from those bred in the headquarters
premises, with an occasional cow from Scinde. If
the Governmont plead that no more money can
be spared, the publio interested may well reply
that it will only require the expenditure of the profita
of the Oolombo Dairy, to secure all that is
required—the gradual establishment of Dairies at
each of the towns named, for the benefit, primarily,
of the hospiial patients, 7

We obeerve that Mr. Bellamy was so well
eatisfied . thet he strongly recommends ths
opening of a similar Dairy ai Kuvala Lampur.
It may eeem strange to find our visitor pro-
nouncing the site of our lgoal Dairy to have been the
bed of a considerable river. No .doubt the
Kelaniganga, at one time had its mouth considerably

to the south of its present debouchure info the | ) .0 varying from R8 to R15 per mensem each

gea. The Colombo Liake is probably part of a

lagoon or back-water at one time connected with -
the river and thig lagoon no doubt extended through

the Cinnamon Gardens, until the river gradually

ghifted Northwards. There is a marked differende in

level now, however, between the river and the
Qolombo lake or Dairy site, slthongh in a big
flood, oceasionally, the Kelanirises almost to the
level of the lake at St. Sebastian,

-

REPORT ON CEYLON GOVERNMENT
DAIRY.

Disiriot Office, Kuals, Selangor, 5th March, 1894.
To the Acting Government Secretary, Selangor,
Sir.—In accordence with instructions on your No.
833-94 requesting me to devote 4 -portion of my
ratent vacation leave to an enquiry into the working
the Government Dairy in Ceyion, I have the
hononr 10 repord as follows : —
2. I waited on His Fxcellency the Lieutenant-
Governer, Sir Noel Walker, and explained the wishes

of the Selangor Government.
every assigtance in thematter and gave me e letter of

8

. the pa:t of Government to avoid

His Exeellenoy offered

introduction to Mr. Drieberg, the Principal of the
School of Agriculture, to which the Dairyis attsched,
On Wednesday, the 28th ultimo, I drove to the Dairy
and spent somse congiderable time inspecting tho place
and getting information. '

" 8. The Dairy is situated inthe neighbourhood of
the Cinnamon Gardens at Colombo, on a plot of ground
which was evidently at one time the bed ofa eonsider-
able river. The«oiliscompored entirely of five loose sand
with searcely any vegetation in ite immediate vicinity
and judging from appearacces the place sesm3 alto«
gether uneuitable for dairy purposes. Ib was started
in Juve, 1893, principally witb tne objeot of supplying
Governmest Ef)osp'tals and othsr public institations

1 with fresh milk. "Ounly a8 small  guantity of milk is

supplied to the genmeral public, as there is a desire on
competition with
private enterprise, A sum of R3,300 wss voted for
the construction of the buildivg, R4,500 were allowed
for purchase of cattle, while materials, etc., coat
R1,000. ) o

4. The building is of brick and tile, and while
of the plainest possible description it is gon-
structed on highly sanitary privciples, In shape it is
obleng with a laxge open space inside the four walls.
Atone erd, atjoining the entrance, are the gnarters of
the Manayer and the offices. The citile sre arranged
in the long sheds at the sides, which open on to the
central space, The floors ere of brick and cement,
slight y sloping so. a3 to allow all objectionsble matter
to run off quickly into the brick driine which convey
it to a cistern placed outside the further end of the
building, where it is all collected with .a view to utilis.
ing it as liquid manure. All droppings from the oattle
are ciwrried away at once and everything is done to
keep the place sweet and give it s tidy appesrance.

5. The Dairy is stocked priacipally with cows from
Sginde and what are usnally known as Coast cows,
obtained from Trichinopoly and Taticorin, ‘The cost
is dabout R120 each. but the Scinde cittle -are far

“superior to the other variety. The bulls, which were

until recently used for stad purposes, numbered
three, one being of the Sciude bresd, another from
Aden and a third, which proved an unsstisfactory
animal, was a cro:s betwesa the Nellor and Aden
breeds. Conirary to the generally received ides, I
found that catble of tne Nellor breed were 'not

- favourites in Oeylon. They appear to require 8 good

deal more ati-ntion and fodder thaa othsr varisties
of eattle. Of late the Government Dairy has liad the
loan of a very fite Uape bull, which covered twenty-
six cows. The gprrival of the calves of this mived
breed is awaited with eonsiderable interest.

08.. The staff engaged at the Dairy consists of a
Manuger, on R40 per mensem, and eight ¢1olies, on,

&ccording to their qualifications. The food allowance for
eaoh cowis 50 cents (Rupee) per diem. The accounts
for the month of June, when the dairy was first started,
shewed an adverse balance of RI(48, but only a few
of the cows were giving milk. In July there was a
oredit balance of R83 for the mounth, and at the pre-
sent time, when forty-two cows are in good wilking
order, the profite are noless than R580 per mensem.
The actual receipts for January last amoucted te
R1,379:80, while the working expen-es weras R708:67.
These figures will of themselves prove how profitable
dairying work can be. a .
7. The routine of work at the Dairy 18 as follows:~

Milk is drawn at 3.5.w. and 1 p.m,, end assoon ag it
isall o>llected it isweighed by the * Dairy Herd Ro-

| corder,” which shews pints and pounds, so that the

richunegsof the milk is at once ascertained. It is then
poured into # large tin vessel inside which thereis a
graduated seale and the hospitals,etc., are sapplied
according to the amounts recorded on the soale,”. Fhe
idea being thit the milk nadergoes less handling and
can be more rapidly distribated in this way. Such

' milkas may be left overisthen passed through the

ercam dopaxabor, & very olaver contrivance, but too

well-known torequire description.



