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ULIMATIC INFLUENCE OF FORESTS.
Forests improve the oil drainsge and modify
- missmatio conditions, Trees, like green "planis,
'agdimilate carbon and purily the air; but it is not
‘established that forests increase ozone. They
gtop air ‘currents laden with dust particles and -
_'germs ; they prevent exiremes of temperatuce;
they increase humidity, precipitate rainfall and
‘control waterflow. These data are. derived from
" large continenial forests. How far do the effeats
apveal to u3 in this island ? Dr. Niebat paye,
. “Where the rainfall is over 40 in. it is undesirable
to inorease the foresis ares.,” We have toomany
. unfavourable wet years. But scientific syivienlture
would reap a harvest from land uosuited to agri- |
. culture, otherwige barren and waste, and thersfore
afforestation need not be prejudiced by ineteéaied
local  raipfall—2Pro. ZF. D, Balfour, before the
British " Association, Aug. 1894,

-, -

-

JAMAICA GARDENS. .

~The Hops CGsrden is situate at the fool of the
Liguanea Hills, at an_elcvation of 650 feek. The
mesn temperature is 770 F. and the average rainfall
50 inched. It is proposed te wake thig guden
" the headqnarters of the Botanical Department
of Jamaica, and it is being lvid out in Geographi-
cal Sections, a separate division being allobted to
tte plants of .each countey., It covers a consider-
able atea, and when compieted will be uot only very

beantiful but highly interesting and instiuctive. A |

considerable number of economic ausd ofnamental
plants are raise! for sale, and large quantities are’
dispesed of to the varions planters in the I:land and.
1o the residents of Kisgstou and neightourhood. The
Nareories are well stooked with. a grest variety of
economioc and ornimentsl plants, including Liberian
and Avab'an coffee, orange®, limes, nutmegs, and.
varions kinds of  tropieal fruils, such as mangoes,

eapadillos, sbaddocks, guavas, &ec.. A Ietge tiact is. |

_beb _apart as an expsrimental gronad. for ssedling
" sugarcanes, a considerable number of wbich are being
teated. At the time of my visit some of the varieties
were producing wery large canes, but whether they
possess such qualifications as will entitla them te
be regarded as good sugar-producers remains yet to-
"be seen.- 1 noliced in this. garden ma.y old.traes
both of spices, sach a8 nutmegs, cloves, ocinnsmon’
and pimenta, and also of Cacao and Liburian coffee.
1 was mpeh impresged with some of the cacao trees
here which bave been praced by My. Cradwiek.
Their stéms acd braocches are clesn, and they exe
wéll-opened and weli- balanced trees, and basides their
utility in producing large orops of fruir; they are.an
ornament to the garden. They are spleacid examp'es
of what a well-grown cacao tree sbould be, and afford
s stribing illustration of what can be accomplisted
with care and attention.. An ares of about 50 acres
is devpted to the cultivation of Sisal Hemp ' (dgave
rigida, vax. sisalanae.) There are about 28,000 plsut -; al
ﬁt which are growing well and producing a large

umber of suckers. They are grown to afford materinl |

for experiments by machinery, aud al:o to test the
suitabitity of the soil for the growth of this cliss -
of plant.—Report of Mr. Orowtker, Curater, Botanic
Station, Gold Coast Colony.

-

COTTON-SEED PRODUCTS,

. The yapidity. with which the 'varions products
Jrepared from the, seeds of the ootton hosh have
oome. igto .quite general use. iy remarkable. The

coblon-seed wdustiies have atimined such a growth {

an_places the: value of whe produpls at mote than

40,000,000 a year. Tha progress of the reed from
the bive in which it is stored to the bottles of cotto-
lene, firking of compound lard boxes of sandles, or
other familiar articles, is intercating,~Bradstreet’s,
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that. 8 recent .estimate by the Chaitenoogns 7Zrades-

FLORIDA ORAE?GE CROP, _
Mr. Ives, Manager of the Fiorida Fiuit Exdhance,
who is op & visit bere for a few days, says, he
believes the Fl.orida orange crop will not be as
large this coming season us list, wheo over 5,500,000
bozxes were sghippel out of the State—Admerican
Grocer, July 25.

COFFEE PLANTS IN FLORIDA,
In the grove of Mr. Spragne at . Crescent COity,

. Putman (ounty, standivg modestly apart is one tree

swelve feet high, of byshy growth and narrow leaves of

| g bright green color, which is worthy of attention.

It is a coffes tree. It is three years old, has grown
well, through winter and gummer. without the least
protection or extra care, and affords every promise
of abundant fruit next semson, With coffee trees
bearing fruit within three yoars, and confinuning es
long 4s these do in Brazil, & new =ource of weglth
i opened to onr people, and these who dislike the
slower orange culture might mingle the coffes in their
groves with both profit and pleasure. It is a most

_ besutiful tree, the crop is abnndant the third year,

the harvest is simple and e:zsy, the demand for the
crop is steadg and ample. With coffee plantations
in Florida, dotting the dlearing south of us, we
cannot wish for the coal and iron of Alabama and
will atand abreast with Georgia in 10 years. Who
will tty on & large scale the expeériment that has
been so successful in -the hands of Mr. Sprague,

‘of Crescent City 2~Plataks News.—~Ilorida Agri-

eulture.

EXPORTS OF TEA FROM CHINA, TO
‘ THE UNITED STATES, 1893,

. Official r ports for the year 1893, waks the
totsl exports of tea from Ohina 1,087,136 picu's,
or 144,951,540, pounds,of which to the Unifed S ates,
202,797 piculs, 27,039,600 pounds . of Rlack and

139,490, or 18,587,718 pounds Green, divided .as
fol'ows :— _
Black. Pounds,  Green. " Poundi.
Congon _ 7,818,376 | Youug Hyson 1,914 949
Oolong 13,175,466 | Hyson 8,027,810
Souchong 10,583 | Imperial . 481,041
Pouchong 7127 | Guepawder 13,174,028
Fiowery Pek-e 26! s
QOrange Pekoe 81,763 Total 18,508,728
Beented Caper 6,183
Mixed 1,835
Total . 27,089,600

—American Grocer.

&

PROGRESS AND COFFEE IN MEXICO.

Many Americans ars now turning their attention to
Mezxico, whers many opportunities for making money
awsit men, of enterprise and capitul. The poor msn
h:is no showing unless he gees with a capitalist or
s‘ropg corporation &s his patron. . . .

Coffee receives the greatest altention and id very
remuneta'ive at- the present {ime. - But many turn
from c¢offee after oareful investigation "of she pros.
p'ecgs and enter some other line of produoction ox
trede. . Ly, RS

Day lshoris cheap ; one strorg young fellow offered

| to work for me for four dollars per month and board

kimeel{! Twenty-five tents to a_dollar a day arethe
usual wages paid—prohably 36 ceuts & day being a
fa'r average. Liands in large trmefs ¢an be bought

" as low s §1-25 per acore, and from that up to several

hundred dollaxs per acre., . Lo
- Near Mexico Uity the ‘cultivation, of the Maguey

Eia’mﬁ is doubtless of primary importance. Corn an
eans sre also important orops in Mexico, and  with

| red peppers, form the bulk of the food of thelower

classes—to which three-fourths of the popalation .of

the Republic belong. .
Mezieo is a land of strong esnirasi: the rich and

the poor are larther aparteven then in the United
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Btates : the several zones lying cne above the ofher
offer all the vegetable growths of tropic end tem-
perature regions within a few miles of each other;
and last, bnt not least noticeah’e weare brought to

- gentrasy the ancient Asztes,. the Spavish, avd the -

more modern styles of art ard oustoms—all side
by ride. ) ‘

‘Gross igooranc3 and saperstition still hold the
lower classes in subjection. Vice and filth 'equa'ly
abound and disease of every cescription make etrorg
fnroads on the populstion anpually. S'rangersalmost
inveriably become vicliims of some diseare the firtt
.year of their residenes, and often, as in the writer's
experisnce, withio the first mooth.of their arrivalin
the country. On the 20th of May the writer was
tasken with a fever, and on the 8:h of June be wag
glad to return to Qalifornia to recuperate,

—West American Scientist. 0. R. Orcurr.

-

MR. EDMURD WOODHOUSE,

_This gentleman, snd- veteran Ceylon plauter,
who has already bcen a great wanderer in many
tropical lands, left by the A.-H. Lloyd steamer on
the 25th ult. for Bombay, to cross thence to Mom-

bassa in a steamer of the East African German |

line, From Mombagsa, if he has cncouragemen?,
Mr, Woodhonse may proceed via Xinkiyn to
Uganda; or, il not, he will go on to Zanzibar
and thenos proceed to the Bhite Highlsnds and
‘Blantyre, e have arranged . for some letters
from Mr. Woodhouse’s pen. We should not be
purprised to find him crossing ths Continent
eventually, voyaging on the mighty Congo, and
finding his way up the West Coast to look in
upon Mr. Ashmore and his Abari Gardens and
plantations in the Gold Cosast Deperdency. It
is marvellons how Mr. Woodhonse keeps his
.health; for he has now been over 33 years in
the iropies without one change to Europs., We
trust he may come well out of his African
wanderirgs or fiod a peaceful prospefous home
on the healthfal highland country,

PLANTING IN THE STRAITS SETTLE-
MENTS. :

CorFFEE—PEPPER~—~CGAMBIER—TAPIOCA.

Me, B, N. Bland in bis "Annual Report on the
Biates of Sungei Ujong and Jelebu for 1893, states ;—
Coregk PranTING —Two blocks of land of 1,000
scres each were taken up during the year for coffee
glant_lng—-one,nt Sinawang, feur wileg from Seremban,

¥ a syndicate represented by Messrs. Dunman ard .

Penny, and one at Parei (close by) Mr, A Bradgon.
On both, planting has beea commenced.

. The Ribu Estate; under new owners, has mreatly
improved. The Linsum snd Siliau Estates (Mr, T,
‘H. Hill) continued to be presperous. The out-turn
of coffee for the year was slightly less than in 1892
(941 pikuls againsy 1,061 pikuls) but therewasa heay
crop taken in just as thie end of the year, which coulc’i
not be quickly dried owing to wet wedther. Thearea
in partial besring was greater than in 1892 by 50
agres, I give the returns supplied to me by "Mr.
Hill, whioh gpesk for themselvee.

It will be noticbi that the average crop for the
whole area in bearing is 5% pikuls per aore (allowiog
9 boxes to the piknl), The total export of coffce was
etated to be 1,007 pikuls about 40 pikuls bhaving been
turned out ontwo small plantations on the Linggi River.
Fight applications by natives for land for plaoting
c¢offee were made in the Coast District, avd many

native owrers both in Sungei Ujong and Jelebu are -

beginning to make small plantations of coffee. I am
of opinion that these effosis should be encoursged,
and regret that a small vote for Government soffce
nurseries was cut out of the 1894 Eglimates, Itis
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being found that L'berian’ coffes will grow on  almost
avny Eind of #5il bere. I have ssen it growing on
the spoil bank of an old tin mine, and, at the pre<ent
prices,- no form of agriculture ocould he more rema-
nerative. The Stateis offering land in blocks up $o
50 sacres on merely nominal térms (as in Perak)
gabjeet to the condition that a fourth of the whdle
area must be planted within five years. This Sfate
bencdits little directly by the provperity of the Lin-

~sum Estate, owing to tte exceptional terms under

which it is held. No rentispaid, and at the present
price of coffee ($48 s piknl) the export duty is léss
than § percent, Under the terms now offered to
planters the duty caunoi be raised above 2% per cent
ad valorem. :

TApiocA is grown on & number of estates owned
and worked by Ohiness along the coast. The export
25,604 pikuls, is less than thst of last yeir by 5,423
pikols—partly owing to land being worked cut, and
Tke total
arca, of land leased for tapioca is ab.ut 26,000 acres
(17 estates). A lease for 8,000 acres at Jimah wag
issued to Cban Kim Bok and Chan Ong Bee, men
of cspital aud experience in tapioca planting, on
very easy terws, and preparations for cpening out on
an extensive scale were made. It is a matter of
regret that in the majority of leases the ¢xport duty

is Jimited to 10 cents a pikul, as shounld tapioca

go upin value the Stats will not bewefit, There is
not much Jand on tbe ocast now available in large
bl?fcks, and what there is should be reserved ior
coffee.

Gammien.—~The espors for the year amonnted to
21,419 piknls, exceeding that of the year before
by 2,300 pikunis. Of this 13,680 pikuls came fromi Loh
Cheng Keng’s est te at Tanah Merah, 4,000 from
Port Dickson and Lukut, and 5,000 from Pengkalan
Kempas and Sungei Raya. : :

Pepper.—The export for 1893 amounted to 3,872
pikuls, an increara of 750 pikuls over 1892, Of this
2,331 csme trom Loh Cheng Kena’s estate at Tanah
Merah, This estate, for the oultivation of -gambier
and pepper, lits between Tavah Mersh on the Lunkat
River and the Sepang River, the boucdary with
Selangor. 1t covers (in Susgei Ujong) abous 15,500
scres paying an urnual rental of $1,654, in addidon
to the export duty of 30 cents a pikul on pepger
and 15 cents on gambier. 1t employs about 1,000
coolies distributed in fome 52 differint bangsals or
farms. ‘The eatate is flourishing and well managed.
Gambier and pepper are as & rale cultivated together,
but there are a nnmber of rmall holdings a'ong the
coast between Liukut and Pengkalan Kenipas culti.

‘vated with gambier only by Milays, who never at-

tempt to prow pepper. Owing to low piices the
smail holdings both for gamwbier and pepper were
not prosperous during 1893, Peppsr to & certain
extent is cultivated on some tapioca estates, and the-
Dato Bandar’s estate at Jimah (leased to s Chinaman)
turned out 102 pikuls, *Linvsum” and *“Ribu” torned
out a small quantity. 'The export duty of 15 cenis
per piknl ou pepper and 10 ce ts on gambier is not
high, but it would not be advisable to increase it
in the present sta‘e of the msrket. The Staté has
been much bampered by the existercs of a coneessioa
granted in 1876 to a Chisaxna namedToh Edg Siew,

{ and now owned by & Chibise merchaunt in Siugapore,

nsmel Seah Liang Scab. Under this 11,000 acres
are held free of rent, and wo expors duty can be
levied oo the pepper and gambicr exporied, while
opium is admitted at B1 a ball leas than for the xest
of tha District, and spisits, gsmbliiig axid pawnbroking
are allowed free. In spite of these advaniages only
3,000 acres have been opened up, avd the export of
both pepper and gambicr bas :eu steadily diminishs
iog, Little is known of what goed on this estate,.
there being no mocess to is from wny part of the
Dictrict except np a. muddy creek, aud. then only at

_high tide. Fortunately the concession will expire in
1898, and is the meantime i+ is proposed to convect . -

it in 1894 with Port Dickson and Pengkelan Kempaa
by & bridle-path, I



