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with pernicious liquors, must contribute to lessen its
virtues. Notwithstending all this the frenzy for this
Asiatis infusion bas now become almost universal
in the morthern parts of Europe. But.it cannot be
denied that sivce its first introduction, it has con-
tributed more to the svbriety of the nation than the
severest laws and most eloguent harangues of Chsistian
orators, or the best trestizes of morality.”

1 have just seen a Tea named * Dulcemons.’ I
suppose it is ¢0 called, bring intended to be drunk
in every Dulee Dommum. :
‘ A. M. FERGUSON.
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BOTANICAL EXPLORATION IN BORNEO.

One of the most interesting papers read before
the Royal Horticultural Society was that delivered
by Mr. F. W. Burbridge, M.4, ourator of the
Royal Botanic Gardens, Dublin. He prefaced his
romarks with a graceful allusion to the extensive
gocial, political and commercial work whish the
late Sir James Brooke, bstter known as Raja of
Sarawak, sccomplished in Borpeo. Sir ITugh Low
_was the firet, however, to investigate the flora
of West Borneo and to dommence the introduction
of plants which were new tu geience. It was in
1877 that Mr. Burbidge and Mr. Peter Veitch
were sent out by a Chelsea firm to make botanical
collections, more particularly in referenee to the
discovery of new species of ¢* pitcher-plants »
‘known to exist ip great varieties and numbers in
certain parts of that country. Before - starting,
Mi. Burbidge received a pleasantly frank descrip—
gion of the inhabitants of Borneo from the
botanical iraveiler, Mr. Thomas Lobb, who had
visited the plase a quarter ol a century before,
and who described the natives as an unmitigated
Jot of thieves and liars. Mr, Burbride gave some
highly entertaining necounts of the difficulties of
travel in that remote country where such luxuries
as vehicles were practically unkoown, and, for
the maiter of that, impraeticable. It took his
party six days to travel a distance of 18 miles.
He succeeded in bringing home no less than fifty
new species of fcrps, besides several new pitoher-
plants and orchide. Mr. Burbidge _wag “entbusias-
tic over the number of fine orchids—notably one
with flowers with a spike exactly resembling a
lily of the valley—and. rhododendrons still io be
introduced into English gard:ins, ‘the opporia-
pities for bo:anioal exploration are yearly becoming
so many that doubtless even Bornco willsoon be
exhausted of its rarities. ‘The paper was atteatively
followed by & large audience, and the author received
& hearty vote of thanks, — 0. Mail, April 27.
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VANILLA IN TAHITI.

The culbivation of vauilla has receivedn good desl of
sttention lately from our official reprcsentatives
abroad. The British Consal in Tahiti (Polytes &) has
just sent home an exhaustive report on the culiure
of the plant iu his district, from which we take
the following pssages :— :

The cultivation of venilla has been carried on iu the
Islend of Tahiti for several years, but is limiied to &

fow Oistii.ts oaly, that of Papara supply wmore than
“ half of quantity sent into the marker. The native

mode of culture is, as a rule, simply to p'ans the .

- euttings of the vine under the shade of trees, and |

. then to leave them to grow and twine round rupports
Stae, though not dense, is neces-
sary t ensure a successful crop of beaus. About

‘- gtig yewr from ths time of plastiog the vine com- .

mences to flower, and the iioculation, which then

- ‘takes place, must be carefully attended t:; this is.

¢uenlly carried out by women ped cbildrew whose

‘harm. Cuffee ne ssen in the report ha

" had in 1893 646 cwt againat 1592 530 pwt.

light hands are best suited for the delicate apaw-

tion. In from six to pioe months from the time
of inoculation the bean will be ripe for picking and
curing. The method of curing is to keep the beans
alternately indoors rolled in cloths, aund ocutdoors
during the day spread on mats exposed to the sum
for periods of three or four days at a time, until
they are dried and ready for the market, but many
native planters now dry -their vanilla in boxes with
glass covers. At the Temarua plantation, whioh is
under foreign management, great attention is paid
to trimming the plants, and keeping the gronnd olear
from weeds, and the vires are trai. éd on well-se'acted
supports invariably carefully attened to.

The boxes used for curing the beans are made of
hard wood with glass covers, and measure 6 by 4
by 2 feet in depth, They ara asually filled thrée-
quarters full, the besus beirg placed on a blankes in
the bot{om of each box mnd covered with a double

thickness of blanket ab tbe top. The glass lids ave

then pui-onm, and the boxes expcsad to the sun for
about fifteen days, when the beans are generally
found to be snfficiently sweatad to admit of their
removal to t_hp drying-house, which is co. structed
of corrugated iror, and contaius thres tires of wire
shelves. The besns are laid on the top tier fifst,
and are then movel to the second and third in suc.
ces-ion ag they gradually dry, and remain on the latter
natil they are periectly dry and fit fir the market.
The Temarua plantation consists of aSous 51 acres.
The aunual expenses with an experience: foreman
receiving 2000 per avnuwm, smouut to about 400,
The c¢-op varies from 90 to 260 lb. per acre per yuar.
An verage of 175 Ib. at 1hs medium pries of 48 per
ib. leaves a very fair profit, :
The Tahiti vauilla is iuferior to that of Maxieo,
Bourbon, aud Mosuritiur, and the drawbick is nos

improved by the caceless meuner in which the

native, aud even the Huropsan, dries and tiss his
bimiles ot beans fur export.. The followiog figures
show the exports of vanilia from Tahiti duariug the
lass ten years:i— .

_ 1883. 1834, 1885. 1886. 1887.
Weight, Ib, .. 2,726 5454 4919 8,405 7?(5{0
Vaiue, £ . B8I8 1,636 1,476 2,522 3.044

) 1885, 1889. 1890. 1891, 1192.
Weight, 1b.  ...12,569 5,730 15,882 24,685 25,560
Value, £ .. 5028 1,758 3,258 7,456 4,418

— Chemist and Druggist.
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STANDARD TEA COMPANY OF CEYLON :
ON COFFEE AND TEA CULTIVATION.

The third annnal westi.g of this compan
st the offices, 25, Fencharch S.reet, m.p'l’u%ag:; h(]a.lu‘:
May. Tue directois presout were: Mr, Alex. B;'ooke
(o the ebair), Mr. Peter Muir, Mr. Robvect Kay Shute
tleworth and Mr. Normasn W. Grieve. Amougy those
precent were Mr. A E. Wrig ht; Mr. George Jobaston
Mr. H. L. Stables, Mr. E. Forma,, Mr. Wilson, Mr.
Ospper and Mr. Rovert J. Chippin tell. . - =

jrne Secrelsry read the notive cailing the meetin

The report aud accounts wers tike : as read. &
A_Thu CHAIgMAN said that 1t was & pleasure for the
clrectors t; recemmend for-.a third time a dividend
equal to 10 per cent. p:«r enuum. Exchange had
been tavoirable, averagiog for the company 18 3 7-82d
The _;dean Goverameut had been assayiog to “1e
prove” excbange undeterred by the example of the
Uuited 8 ates G vornment-and the bijeons troables
cuus: quent t}iereon w that conniry; but the Calcatéa
officials e0 far apparently had done Jitils good or

consrisute substunti:lly to profi-s. _Tharéi v:eol?enr‘:g?v::
irom all’the estates 1 1893 723 cwt., includiog 77
LWy from Jordon, the newcst acquisitior, ahd not in
192 sceontnts. Hxcluiiug G rlou coffee; toe company
1 1, -
lusion was madsto hopes e.tertained by smi?esitn)('?:;l:tl
of beuefiiing the.r oufles by planting atoug isgtevilieas
-5?, shade trges. This was brought home to bim (the
chdirman) when visidog in Felrwary she Liddesdale



