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with pernicious liquors, mast contribute to lessen its 
virtues. Notwithstanding all this the frenzy for this 
Asiatic infusion has now become almost universal 
in the northern parts of Europe. But it cannot be 
denied that since its first introduction, it has con­
tributed more to the sobriety of the nation than the 
severest laws and most eloquent harangues of Ohiistian 
orators, or the best treatises of morality.”

I have just seen a Tea named ‘ Dulcemona.’ I  
suppose it is to called, being intended to be drunk 
in every D ales Dotttum.

A. M. F e r g u s o n .

BOTANICAL, EXPLORATION IN BORNEO.
One of the most interesting papers read before 

the Royal Horticultural Society was that delivered 
by Mr. F. W. Burbridge, m. a., ourator of the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Dublin. He prefaced his 
remarks with a graoeful allusion to the extensive 
social, political and commercial work which the 
late Sir James Brooke, better known as Raja of 
Sarawak, accomplished in Borneo. Sir Hugh Low 
was the first, however, to investigate the flora 
of West Borneo and to commence the introduction 
of planlB which were new'tu science. I t was in 
1877 that Mr. Burbidge and Mr. Peter Veitoh 
were sent out by a Chelsea firm to make botanical 
collections, more particularly in reference to the 
discovery of new species of “ pitoher-planta " 
known to exist in great varieties and numbers_ in 
certain parts of that country. Before starting, 
Mr. Burbidge received a pleasantly frank descrip­
tion of the inhabitants of Borneo from the 
botanical traveller, Mr. Thomas Lobb, who had 
visited the place a quarter ol a century before, 
and who described the natives as an unmitigated 
lot of thieves and liars. Mr, Burbr.de gave some 
highly entertaining accounts of the difficulties of 
travel in that remote oountry where such luxuries 
as vehicles were practically unknown, and, for 
the matter of that, impracticable. It took his 
party six dayB to travel a distance of 18 miles. 
He succeeded in bringing home no less than fifty 
new species of ferns, besides several new pitcher- 
plants and orchids. Mr. Burbidge was entbusias- 
tie over the number of fine orchids—notably one 
with flowers with a spike exactly resembling a 
lily of the valley—and. ..rhododendrons still co be 
introduced into English gaidtns. 'the opportu­
nities for boianioal exploration are yearly becoming 
so many that doubtless even Borneo will soon be 
exhausted of its rarities. The paper was attentively 
followed by a large audience, and the author received 
a hearty vote of thanks.—0 .  M a il, April 27.

VANILLA IN TAHITI,
The cultivation of vauilla has’received a good deal of 

ettentiou lately from our official representatives 
abroad. The British Consul in Tahiti (Polyi.es a) has 
just eent home an exhaustive report on the culture 
of the plant iu his district, from which we take
the following presages ,

The cultivation of vanilla has been carried on iu the 
Island ol Tahiti for several years, but is limited to a 
few distii-ts only, that of Papara supply more than

• half of quantity sent into the market. The native 
mode of culture is, as a rule, simply to p an; the 
cuttings of the vine under the shade of trees, and

• then to leave them to grow and twine round mpports 
ec b ct they cau. Stale, though not dense, is neces­
sary ti ensure a successful crop of beaus. About

'one year from the time of planting the vine com­
mences to flower, and the i. ooulation, which then 
takes place, must be carefully attended t> ; this is 
enetslly carried cut by wogpju pod children "hose

light hands are best suited for the delicate opas# 
tion. I d from six to nine months from the time 
of inoculation the beau will be ripe for picking and 
curing. The method of caring is to keep the beans 
alternately indoors rolled in cloths, and outdoors 
during the day spread on mats exposed to the sun; 
for periods of three or fonr days at a time, until 
they are dried and ready for the market, but many 
native planters now dry their vanilla in boxes with 
glass covers. At the Tetnarua plantation, which is 
under foreign management, great attention is paid 
to trimmiDg the plants, and keeping the ground dear 
from weeds, and the vines are trai ed on wcll-ae'ected 
supports invariably cirefully attened to.

The boxes used for curing the beans are made of 
hard wood with glass covers, and measure 6 by 4 
by 2 feet in depth, They are usually filled three- 
quarters full, the beaus beirg placed on a blanket in 
the bottom of each box and covered with a double 
thickness of blanket at tbe top. The glass lids are 
then put on, and the boxes exposed to the stur for 
about fifteen days, when the beaus are generally 
found to be sufficiently swta'ad to admit of their 
removal to the drying-house, which is cd. struoted 
of corrugated iron, and contains three tires of wire 
shelves. The beans are laid on the top tier first, 
and are then moveJ to the second and third in sue- 
ces.-ion ae they gradually dry, and remain on the latter 
until they are perfectly dry and fit fir the market.

The Teinarua plantation consists of about SI acres. 
The annual expenses with an experience i foreman 
receiving 2001, per auuum, amount to about 400f. 
The c op varies from 90 to 260 lb. per acre per year. 
An average of 175 lb. at the medium pries of 4s per 
lb. leaves a very fair'ptofit.

The Tahiti vauilla is inferior to that of Maxieo, 
Bourbon, nod Msuritiur, and the drawbiek is pot 
improvtd by the careless manner in which the 
native, aud even the European, dries and ties his 
bundles 01 beans fur export.. The following figures 
show the exports of vanilla from Tahiti during- the 
last ten years:—

1883. 1884. 1885. 1886. 1887.
’Weight, lb. ... 2,726 5,454 4,919 8,408 7,610
Value, £  ... 818 1,636 1,475 2,522 8,044

1888, 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892.
Weight, lb. ...12,569 8,789 15,882 ‘24,585 25,560
Value, £  ...5,028 1,758 3,258 7,456 4,418

— Chemist and  Druggist.

STANDARD TEA COMPANY OP CEYLON 
ON COPPEE AND TEA CULTIVATION. 
The third annual meeiiug of this company was held 

at the offices, 25, Feneharch S.reet, o., Tuesday, 1st 
May. Tee directors present were : Mr. Alex. Brooke 
(m theebair), Mr. Peter M,.ir, Mr. Rdbe.fr Kay Shut- 
Ueworth and Mr. Norman W. Grieve. Among those 
present were Mr. A. E. Wright, Mr. George Johnston, 
Mr. it. Jb Stables. Mr. E. Forma., Mr. Wilson Mr 
Capper and Mr. Robert J. Ohippinlwll. • ’

1 'he Secretary read the notioe calling the meeting. 
The report and accounts were t ike . as read.
The Chaibman said that it was a pleasure for the 

cirectora t .  recommend lor a third time a dividend 
equal to 10 per cent, p-r annum. Exchange had 
been lavourable, averaging for the company Is 3 7-82(1 
The Indian Govcrumeut had been assaying to • irn- 
PJ0Be ’ exchange undeterred by tbe example of tb< 
United S ates Gjverniuout and the bideous troublei 
Cuusiquint thereon iu that country; hut tbe Calcutti 
official! so far apparently had done little good 01 
harm. Oviffee as s$en in tbe i eport had continued u  
contnome aubstanii illy to profit. There were receive! 
irum all the estates in 1893 723 cwfc., including 75 

*rom '^°*donl the newest acquisition. abd not ii 
Ib92 accounts, Erctuiiug (£ r.lou coffee; tfiecotnoaoj 
had in 1893 646 cwt against 1892 530 pwt. L u s t year al 
lufriOe was mud? to hop â entertained by same ia Ceyloi 
of beuefiiing tfce.r oJfee by planting among itgreviiiea 

. as shade tr$e3. Thii was brought home t o  H i m  (tin 
chairman; when viguiug in February {jiddfSdaii


