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mean starting there. Also the planting of cotton 
and the exporting of hard timber suitable for ship­
building, 'and Which is much wanted in Japan. 
The Japanese Government have promised to en­
courage emigration to British North Borneo. The 
population- of Japan is about 40,000,000 and an­
nually increasing by 40,000. So it is hoped Japan 
will prove a valuable source of labour for the 
tobaooo, coffee, and cocoa plantations in British 
North Borneo.

The Telegraph wire has been laid between 
Singapore and Labuan and it is now being extended 
to Hongkong which when completed will probably 
be selected for messages in preference to the cable 
from Singapore to Hongkong via Saigon, as the 
former is completely under British Control. It 
is quite within the realms of possibility says the 
British North Borneo Herald that Labuan will once 
again be a British military station to protect the coal 
indnstry and the cable. A service path between 
the British North Borneo coast opposite Labuan, 
and Sandakah on the East coast along the telegraph 
line, will be of immense benefit in the advancement 
of the interior.

A fleet of one hundred and fifty six depangs 
with 2 or 4 men in each arrived from Tawi Tawi 
and the islands aronnd, in search of sea produce 
during the calm weather.

Sago is being worked in such quantities in the 
Padas and north to Papar that the shipping 
available at Labuan has been unable to take it away.

The following advertisement in the Herald shows 
that British North Borneo is to be a field for 
Indian labour

“ Indian Coolies.—The emigration to British 
North Borneo of the above olass of labourers having 
now been finally arranged, Orders can be sent to 
Messrs. W. Mansfield & Co., Singapore, or to the 
undersigned for transmission to Singapore, from 
whom also full particulars in regard to contracts 
can be obtained— Mansfield Bogaardt & Co.”

W. D, GIBBON,
Agent, British North Borneo Government.

FINE TEAS FO R AUSTRALASIA SHOULD  
BE IN  i  CHESTS.

Colombo, June 18.
Dear Sib , —Certain- friends o f ours w rite us a s  

follows
We think it would be better if all the fine 

teas were packed in half-chests of 60 lb. on the 
estate. We should be glad if you would mention 
this to managers. You oan state that after 
considerable trouble we have succeeded in practically 
knocking China tea out of this market, and we 
oontinue to push Cay Ion tea all Over the Colony. 
We think therefore our suggestions should receive 
some consideration from planters.”

We ourselves would add to these remarks, that 
we think half-chests are better competed for 
in this market and that buyers here pay better 
rates for half-chests.

That half-chests carry better than full ehests 
and Btand the many movings and lough treat­
ment they receive between this and the retailer 
and get less broken, is well-known to every one 
who has had the handling of tea.

Aa shippers we wish nothing larger than half- 
chests were ever used. We notioe the use of full 
ohests has been discontinued in Foochow.

T o 1 expect that the use of full chests will bs 
given up for some years at least is perhaps to 
expect too much, but we would Suggest to 
planters that they should at least pack their 
different grades as follows;—

Broken, broken orange pekoes, orange pekoes 
pekoes and dust in half-chests and pekoe souchong

and any lower grades in full ohests of not 
exceeding 100 lb. nett,—Yours faithfully,

Per Pro BATHGATE, PIM & Co.,
F . F ,  STREET.

LIBERIAN COFFEE IN  TH E MALAY 
PENINSULA.

Kandy, 19 th June 1894.
S ir ,—At the request of the Committee I enclose 

for publication letter from Mr. Thos. H. Hill, 
Straits Settlements, giving parficu'ars of a record 
of the crops grown of Liberian Coffee on the 
oldest estates in the Malay Peninsula.—I am, Sir, 
Yours faithfully, A. PHILIP.

Secretary to the Planters'Association of Ceylon.

K u k it  N a n a s , S u n g e i  U jo n g ,
S t r a i t s  S e t t l e m e n t s .

7 th May 1894.
T o  the Secretary of the Planters Association, Ceylon.

Dear Sir.— A s  some members of your Association 
are already interested in the M alay Peninenla and it 
is the general hope here that m any others may 
become so, it  m ay prove of interest to you to have 
a record of the crops grown of Liberian  Coffee on 
the oldest Estates.

I t  should be remembered that whilst our climate 
leaves iittle to be desired; at present, our soils often 
leave m u ch ; and the results shewn are those of 
systematic high cultivation from the 5th year.

T h e  falling-off of crop on the older fields is not iu 
m y opinion permanent.

I  have the honor to remain,
* Your Obedient Servant,

THOS. H. HILL.
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( Continued on newt page, i

Oil- F u e l . — An interesting discussion took  
)laee at the Society ot Arts on 23rd May on the 
eadiog of ft paper on th is  subject (■* Liquid Fuel’s) 
iy G. S toek fla th . Mr. Edwin Henwood said  he 
tad some considerable experience of liquid fnel, and 
or font months he ran his yacht “Kiiby” on the 
rhames day and n ig h t, which although not very big, 
tas as large as th e  o rig in a l •' Hocket. ’ which was 
be first steamer on the Clyde; . . . As carried out 
n the “ Ruby,” whereby, one ton of oil was made 
o do the work of three ten? of Welsh coal, ooupled 
ritb the exclusion of manual labour they

found that only one inan was required in the 
Btokehole, and he had hardly anything to do! hut 
Bit still and smoke his pipe. . . .  Mr. Nelson Boyd 
said oil at anything over 24 a gallon could not 
compete with coals, but, in Mr. Henwood's opinion 
he overlooked- the fact that a vessel going a long 
voyage, which had only to carry 1,000 tons of oil, 
instead of 3,000 tons of coal, would have room for 
an additional 2,OC0 tons of cargo, paying, perhaps, 
£2 a ton for freight; besides which, there was an 
immense saving in labour.- and in the delay and 
nuisance inseparable from coaling.
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« MANURING TEA ’’—AND THE  
CONSEQUENCE.

0B4B Sib,—For any sake don’t start the manuring 
fad unless you want the price of Ceylon tea to go 
down to about 4d per lb.

We are told by people who have been manuring 
that the crop may be increased 200 lb. per acre 
by application of artificial manure,

Two hundred pounds per acta on 250,000 acres 
of tea already planted means 50 millions inofease ! 
What ale you going to do with it ?

We ate also told that once begun, manuring 
must be continued, or else the tea dies out; so we 
have to face an increase of 50 millions, with an 
average price of Oeylon tea of about Ad per lb. 
—result general bankruptcy; or the alternative of 
leaving well alone.—Tours, MANURE.

[What abont ’•gardens" giving 300 lb. par acre 
or less with tea averaging 7Jd ? Are their owners 
not to endeavour .to better their position? It 
would be interesting, however, to have Mr, John 
Hughes' opinion on the situation as a whole. 
He recommends moderate, judicious manuring 
after a general fashion in order to .maintain the 
fertility of the Boil; but what does he say to the 
fear of many Ceylon planters, voiced above, that 
if general manuring set in, orops must be so 
increased that over-production would be acoantuated 
with a vengeanoe ? 1 —Ed. T,A ]

VARIOUS PLANTING NOTES.
C o o t e e  C u l t iv a t i o n  i n  t h e  S t r a i t s .— W e  have 

more than once remarked lately how ' rapidly 
the cultivation of coffee is extending in  Selangor, 
w hilst Perak is hardly doing anything in  that direc­
tion. T h e  following extracts from the Pinang Gazette 
shew still further advances in  the neighbourhood 
of Kiang, and also that a gentleman who has been 
working for years in Perak in  m ining pursuits is 
leaving that part of the country and taking up laud 
in Selangor

M r. J ,  R , O . Aldworth, the District Officer, reports 
that on the 14th November, M r. Aylesbury, of Perak, 
put in a provisional application for a block of 1,000 
acres of lo w -ly in g  land for Liberian coffee planting. 
O n  the Kuala Kiang road m any acres bad been 
cleared on both sides of the road, and coffee nur­
series were being put in. T h e  land is all taken 
up in small holdings under cus’omary tenure. T h e  
applications for land in the Kw ala Selangor district 
for the cultivation of coffee continued to be numerous 
during the month of November, the applications 
varying from blocks of 10 to 100 local.— “  Tim es 
of Ceylon."

Oo it e e  P bospects in  Oeylon .—I t  is  cheering 
to hear of any little revival in our old Btaple. 
Gouomatava is said to have the best coffee left 
in Eaputale, though Roehampton is not far behind 
if its coffee got equal justice done to it. In the 
Badulla district, Nahavilla (ihe new Company) 
is said to have 100 aores of ooffee that has never 
been troubled with bug and which may go on 
bearing between 2 and 3 owt. per aore with liberal 
treatment. Gowrakella and Mousagalla are also 
well' off for coffee and there is a nice little orop 
on Namunacooly estate.—Perhaps the highest 
field now in Ceylon is the 45-aore one on Tam- 
magong in the Kandapolla division, NuwaraEliya, 
This is between 6,000 an.d' 5,500 feet above sea- 
level, looks very. luxuriant, yielded about 300 
bushels last season and is expected to give 450 
during the present year, or about 2 owt. per aore. 
Our rather pessimistic friend and correspondent 
“ An pld coffee stump ’’ in a letter whieh he 
subscribes as “ not for publication’’ (because'we 

. suppose, of his extremely gloomy remarks about 
Oeylon tea) adds the following paragraph on 
ooffee :—

“  W il l  let you know later on what the result of 
the blossom (coffee) is going to be. A t  present 
green bug is increasing and looks as if  it  was 
preparing to’ be in  force when the young berry is 
in  the. m ilky stage j as for leaf disease, it is always 
on the spot.”
Wq shall ba glad to have ihe latest report; but 
“ old coffee stump ” should first make a found 
o! Hsputalc, BaduHa and Udapussellawa,


