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Block Demonstration as a Total Integrated Farming System

Block demonstration (BD) is a group method of -

- extension which could be .used in the extension educa-
tion process to uplift farmers standard of 1living.
andd to alleviate the poverty of farmers through train-
ing to make right decisions and optlmlsmg benefits.

. Block Demonst:rat;one~ (BD) also .could be viewed
as’ a system- where a group of farmers collectively
and unitedly cultivate contiguous block of land adopt:
ing new 1mproved agricultural practices and' receiving
all other services such as input supply, marketing,
extension services and others. Also the farmers
organlzatlon is supported by a collectlvely managed
group credlt scheme.

In 1982 as an alternative model .to Ro ger's
‘was proposed by Rolling. They emphasized that the
farmers adoption rate for new innovations is related

- "to' the . accessibility for resources needed by - the
' farmers.' - : ,

Land, water, capital, labour, inputs and infor-
mation sre some types of resources to be considered
as indispensible for farmers. Those who have high
.accessibility to +these resources will adopt new
- technologies. ° Thus they can do better cultivation
and get a greater income and continue to be highly.
efficienty if all. the resources ' are accessible.

The farmers who have low accessibility to re-
sources are those who will have low access to one
- or more resources. Poor accessibilities to resources
will reduce and limit their: adoptlon (rate of) new
- technologies. Then their production capacities will
‘be . low.” They will continue to be handicapped by

the low accessibility to resources unless it is
' remedled.
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The target gdroup fm the Block Demonstration
. should - (cnmpqlsorlly) be those farmers with low

accessibility to resources.’ The Block Demonstration.
programme aims to increase the farmers accessibility
to resources such as information, capital, labour,
input,  water and land etc. Our extension programme
should be geared -to increase farmers accessibility
_to the v1tal resources. They need for producing
more. - ' . \
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According to B.E.Swanson any extension programme
should have two dimensions for it to 1ncrease the :
Farmers acce551b111ty to resourcee. o

(1) It should 1ncrease the farmers technolaglcal
‘ eff1c1ency.

(2) 1t should increase the farmers resource
allocative eff1c1enoy. -

, ‘:Block Demonstratipn- is ‘qne exteneion. method

- where both above functions are performed simultaneously
It increases farmers- technological efficiency by edu-
. cating them on. pew’ inproved Dractlces. The toels
. used’ for this purpose are :. - :

(1)  Personal’ visite (by 'ektens@oh <agedte)
"(2)  Group discussions (with: other farmers )

(3) fFarmer tr31n1ng classes.

(4) Field days.

(5) Demonstratlons. ‘
(6):'“'Posters, radio programmes, telev1sion
L . programmes. . .
-,:(7;‘» - Study Toure S
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‘The  increase: of farmers resource allocatlve
efflclency is' achieved by improving, their decision
making to allocate their- limited resources in a. more
meaningful -manner..; In"the . Block Demoristration, pro-.

gramme, tools used to increase their resource . alloca-
tive eff1c1enry ‘are :

N

1. :Establishing a cohesive _group of Farﬁers.,:
2, Allow1ng farmers to make their own decisions.

f&, -GlVlng the responsgibility for financial .
1t management’ (under closer superv1sxon) to. i
B farmers. s .

4. Changlng the management annually to allow.>f
.- all the members to become managers and o
. '1mprove thelr leadershlp abilities. §

'Sﬂ Regular monthly meetings. = . .

6. Making farmers. to work collectively. and -
- unitedly to-abtain 1nputs, adopt recummended
" cultural practlces and to dlspose of thelr
produce. ' _ 23



“RD pfogrammee educates farmers to improve their
leadership abilities and improve their resource
. management abilities. ‘

We know that 1ntegrated pest management was
‘a innovotion highly accepted by the farmers in the
recent past. = The Block Demonstration Programme
‘attempt (not only for the pest control practices
to be integrated). to integrate other agricultural

and social practices for the uplzftment of" the Farm1ng
spc1ety. ,

" Some of the nractices that can be 1ntegrated
in a Block’ L’munetrat1eu are. -
(1) Integreted plant nutr1t10n system.
- (2) Integrated pest management practices.
'(3) Integrated water management practices.

(QJ{ Coordlnatlon of 1nputs supply “and marketlng
of produce.- P

(Q}‘ Integration of farm women extension programmes,HA’

(6) Integrstion of young farmers exten31on
education programmes.

' (7). Coordination of other services rendered by
- government and non- government organlzatlons
(NGU)Q . . .. . Ty wead, ’

(8) Integration‘of'hbmestead.development‘programme.

Therefore Block Demonstratlon is one of the
most apnroprlate placea where’ exten31on can demons-
trate  the . total package of practices... ‘The Block
Demonstration can be considered as' a concept where.
one can demonstra*e “a Lotal bv 1ntegrated system.
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