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Annual import bill for seed potatoes eiceeds Rs.50
million. - A part of this money could be retained in
‘the country, if you produce your own requirements
of seed. Do not enrich farmers in othér countries.
We should enrich ourselves.

In cultivating potatoes, a:perﬂiu:re on seed is 60%
‘of total cost of production or over Rs.10,000/= for
an acre. Your seed cost could be reduced by 50% if
you produce your own seed i.e. .you will be saving
Rs. 5,000/= an acre if you use your Oown seed.

It has became extremely difficult to import seed
potatoes due to various reasons ( very high prices,
spoilage in transit, difficulties in obtaining popu-
lar varieties, non-availability of seed .in  other
countries during certain periods etc.) Therefore it
is imperative that. you proéuce your own seed. _

‘ '______t_ag__s of producing your own seed potato:
Timely planting, better preparation of seed is
‘possible WheR you produce your own seed potatoes.

Seed Potatoes:

Saed potatoes are disease free potatoes capable of
gexmianting - and_m a healthy crop. - Seed
~ potatoes can be of any size, chats, medium or large
- evendmgalones,provided they: axe disease free.

Bow to Educe seed potatoes'

1. start with healthy basic planting materials. A

2. use well sprouted seed potatoes of unifomm grade.

3. Raise the crop under camplate w
. by spraying svstemic insecticides. -

4. Always use good and fertile land not infested with -

dimm l:l.ke Bacterhl wn.t - for seed production.
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5. Plant potatoes only once in two years.on land . uti
lised for ‘seed’ production. 'Aéi&bt?‘aa cxopsT rotation
practice. O 5o

6. Rogue off typesrand diseaseﬁ plants, .at least three
times during the growing.period - (i) after complete
germination, (i1) after earthing up, (iii) when the
_erop: is about 2k n.onths old -

7. ?'xﬁove the *haul:ns just befcre the aph;d population
‘rdachés the critical level,. :L e. .,420* aphid,g sz: 100
comround -leaves, « - . .,

8. Lift the crcp after 12-15 datys of h.aulm cutting.

1. bry én& h‘a&p'%he‘nbta‘tfoe's'fc 5-8 days afuer harvest
ing for s:in éu::ing; .7 Bvoid. &xtenszve hc.. zdlmg of
h:bars jz: t after mawestmm g~ R T

Grading: - 4 , B :

1. Grede tﬂé" ia‘i%fé;ss. Rmova all the disa :;seé! tv.&x,,::a:
.damaged trbers #pd mber@ .'Lh«ﬁt zxe not “~noymal. Lo

not qisc'.xa ma?l tub@:cs but kee:p ther ~%:@x¢tf3y
They can, be plan‘wd fc:r tame cre*r.«. .

2. Dust the ae'”i with 5% B H.C. ciu.at or otl‘er suiuab]
chemical . and @toﬁ.w in-a placs wﬁ&e there ig a ot
of vent'il?t:zm ar .? di fusaa ligat . Iagpect occasicr
ally for tuher oL ete, Store - gesdin Womtﬁen Lones
or spread on flonr, Always ellow m"‘fzc*nnt vanili
lation.

3. Vhen the c‘am&my bupaks fefitex 3~ 3% mmmx&:; t&‘.’aﬂgfw
“the seads : im:ﬂ Laye 80 that the! tu. eirs could get
-enouth,’ ’igl*t and: wntilation. : This enables them o
—pzeémeewgreen h@altsiy sprouts. , If the. sem txayss

are kept in the dark after dormam:y breaks," they p:o
duce weak thin,long sprouts’ that . “break easil . . If°
seed trays are. nct availa.ble seed can be spread on.
the. floor, o SRS e s

Lo 4"'] AT I
:

sy

'r:anapgrtmg g_:‘ outed med. f
1. When transpo:tj.ng aproutad seed :Lnto the fiald. foz‘
planting transpwt than in the txays ‘to. avom br:eak

ing of sprouts.If the sprouts break it ‘takes anotm
15-20 days for the tubaxr to develop new aprouts.
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Control these diseases in the fieldr

1.

2.

3.

Mild Mosiacs, are transmitted by contact. Infected
plants are-stunted. . . led reduct:l.ons upto 10% have
been recordéd. Rogue diseased plants. :

Sevexemuosaics. . Thése mosaics are transmitted "by-
aphids. 1Infected ‘plants must-be rogued. Yield dep
ression upto 50% have been recorded ‘in severely infec
ted crops. Control aphids with systénic “insecticides.

Yellow group of viruses: These are not very important
Eo our countxy. : _ .

D:Lseases' ,

1.

2..

--cure for Bactarial Wilt,

The most important fungal dise&ses attacking the pota
to crop are late Blight, Rhyzoctonia and Scab. - Use
recmexﬁed fung:l.cides against Late Blight and early
Blight, Disinfect™ seed against Rhyzoctonia and Scab.
Avoid heavy liming as it can increase ‘the J.nci.dent of
scab. ’

Important Bacte.rial ‘diseases affe»ting the . potato
crop. are Bacterial wilt and Black Leg. There 'is no

Do not. use infectea tubers as

'»seed Good sanitation is véry essential. - Disinféct

‘:hnplements zegularly. Follow a Very good rot:ation.

Tha bacteria cauéing ‘Bléck Leg diseage- cannot surviver
in the soll.for.a’ long pericd. This disease -usually

comes with the seed. Good rotation is siffuc:l.ent to ‘

" control this disease.
In conclusion. N

1.

‘If diseagse free potatoes can be produced by the fam
- ers, they a:e suit'able as seed potatoes. o

2. Diseasé “ free. large potatoes can be cut and planted

- potatoes.
3.

Please sé& Ieaflets on. preparation of ‘cut - “seed’

Please contact the Agricultural Extension Officer

. of your area or the Division of Farms and Plant

ing Materials, Department of Agriculture, Perade
niya, for further details.: .
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