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houses interested in tea oulturs, organized schemes
have been carried out by. the Indian p'anters in the
Australian colonies, in France, aud Belguim, as well
a8, to some extent, in Germanv, snd, by the Ceslon
planters, both in Germany, in France, and in Russia,
in which last-mentioned ecountry very great strides
have been made in the introduciion of Ceylon tea,
which. is now regularly imported by the Russian tea
mwerchants, as well as by the representative of the
Qeylen p anters, Mr. Rogivue, in Moscow. .
Trusting you will parden the length of these remerks
which I am ooly induced to make in the interesis of
acoursoy.—I sm, GEORGE SHTON.
Indian Tea Association (London), 14, 8t, Mary-axs,

E.C., August 13th.

. Sie,—In the valuable article on * Iandisan Affairs”
appeared in The Times of Monday last a rvost interest-
ing contribution is made to the kuowledge possessed
by the British public as to the tea it drinks.

Prohably very few people are aware that 84 per
cect. of the tea consumed in this country is British
grown, aud it wust therefore be satisfactory to all
to learn, on the high sutherity of your Correspon-
deut, tbat, as regards quality, the Indiin and Ceylon

' tesg have no rival in any sea borne teéas in the world.

There can it scems be no room for doubt that the
Indien soil and climate are better suited to the growth
of fine gaalities of teas, This is clearly d. monsirated
by the l‘llllﬁf price paid for thousands of chests of the
finest gualities of Indian teas at the weckly suctions
in wmincing-lane; and strangely enough, the most
expengive Indian teas find theit best market in the
north of Ixelaud. :

Ap to the efforts made by India and Oeylon to find
sn entrance into new markets, it must be remempered
that the produce of Ceylon prefents a greater simi-
larity to that of China than Indian teas do, ard
hénoe the greater success of Ceylon in findisg new
markets in countries uwsing Chine tems. 1t is also
true that Ceylon gieut three times as much as India
at the Chicago Hxhibition, but it is open to question
whether the result was commensurate with the cost.

In apy case, it is not as rivale bn} as brothers that
India and Oeylon ave doing their best to find a merkes
for British grown teas among our great kindied
people in the West. ‘Your ovedient servant.

Ernest Tys (per A.E.H.) Secretary.

, COFFEA STENOPHYLLA.

A small box of seed of Coffea stenophylla was
received from the Royal Gordens, K.w, a small
quentity of which gown in the gardens and the rest
- distributed for experimeutal caltivation to the under-
mentioned, viz:—Mrs. Muoro, Peermaad, W. Gaildn,
Esq., Sabaravpur. Revd. G. Richter, Mercara, .
J. Fergusen, HEsq., Calicut. J. Cameron, Esq.,
Bangalore. G. M. Woodrow. Esq, Poona, W.
Hamilton-Holmes, Hsq., Madras.

Appended is an extraet from the Kew Bulletin of
miscellaneous information for July, 1893, p. 167.

The varrow leaved ‘** wild,” ¢ bush,” or * native
coffee,” is sometimes found wild ia the hills, snd
is more often ocultivated by the nafives than the
Liberian., 1t grows very freely, and appears to yild
quite as much as the Liberian, but it is somewhait
longer in comiug into bearing. Both the natives
and French traders at Freetown say thet it hus a
superior fiavour, and prefer it to the Liberian. In
fact, latterly, a certein samoant has been exported
to a wholesale French dealer who is said to eell it
at 4 fraves 50 cenfimes o ]b. a8 * best Mocha:”
considering that it is worth in Freetown about 6d &
Ib. this should ba a fairly profitable irade, and a
trial shipment should be made by the Hnglish
merchants to find out eoxactly whet the market
valus jn Liverpool would be. The plant sppears to
thrive best on the higher hills about Sierra Leone,
Op gneigsose Or granific soil, and can bs grown irom
500 so 2,000 feet. Probably it may be grown both
sbove and below these limits,.—Procesdings of the
Agre Hortioultural Society of Madvas,

. developéd since the Amstgrdam Exhibition,

 INDIAN TEA AND COFFEE PLANTERS
AND THE ANTWERP EXHIBITION.

The following is from the Z%mes of the 2lst
inst:— ' .

It is with regsrd to the two other great staples of
the British planting industry in India; coffee andtea
that most regret must be felt. The Indian coffes
planters and the Indian fes planters are trying to
open new markets, and the Indian tea planters. know
that on their ability to do so the future of their

- enterprise depends. The Javanese planters are equally
alive to this fact and the Government of Holland has
given a really admrrable exhibition of the produce of
the Dutch East Indies, To the European visitox who
contrastas the well-designed collection in the Dutch
section with the few tea samples in the section of
British India it must seem that the Dutch Hast Indies
still has the monopoly of the Indian trade.
After some inquiry we belicve we are correct in
saying that the Government of British India has
not found itself mble fo assist the exhibition of
its teas and coffees by the subvention of a single
rupee. A London tea Company, with a branch

| office in Bruseels, has sent to’ the British section &

emall but interesting collegtion of its wares; and
lndian tea.is sold st the Brifish r.freshment bar.
Iy is needless to enlarge on the utter inadequac
of the mesns adopted to the end in view. Inueed,
the Datch section, by wﬁy of illusirating the .
general Eastern ftrade of Holland, gives incideun.
tally a more important collestion of British Indian teas
than ij8 to be found in the British Indian section,
With deficit grappling at its throat the Goverpment
of India was powerless to attempt any similap col-
lection, and the time has not yet come when the
widely-scattered industries of the Indian contioent,
any more than the Indian raiways or Indian irriga-
tion enterprises, can organize their own representa-
tion without State organization aud aid. But for
the unwearied emergy and the courageous accep-
tance of personal responsibilites which have through-
out. mearked the aoction of her Majerty’s Consal
Genersl for Belgium the Indian section at the Ant-
werp Exhibition would have ended in something very
like & fissco, Any small soccess which it may have
attained is due to Mr. de Courey-Perry, ably assisied
by Bir Charles XKennedy, and to the three or fonr
private firms or compapies who have sent ssmples of

" their goods.

. The inadequate representation of Indian produce
st Antwerp is the more to be lamented, as it marka
a retrograde step from the position which British
Indian products won at Amsterdam. To tuke the
siogie example of tea-planiing, the Indian industry
in which British capitalists are at this momeut most
vitally interested. At the Amsterdam Exhibition a
valuable collection of Britich Indian teas weas
shown, over £,700 speocimen packets were gold,
and more than 40,000 cups of tea were served.
Notwithstanding the previous inolination of the
jurors towards Javanese varieties, 58 awards wera
granted to Indian teas including a 5iplomn of honour,
even gold an 4 17 silver medals. The official repord
osnly regretted that while it was thus * in the power
of the Indian Department of the Exhibition to create
a demand for tea, it was unable to create also a
constant sopply. Those who brought packets almost
invariably wanted more, and asked or wrote to koow
where it was to be obtained in similar packets after
the close of the Hxhibition.” A& this peint the
function of the Government very properly ceased

- and tbe business of the private merchant began.

< Toe direct shipmens of tea from India to Holland
1s still insignificant, being under 16,000 1b.; but
the transhipment of Indian teas from KEogland
to Hol.and exceeds a guarter of & million poneds,
Indeed, a considerable re-exportation of Indian teas
from Great Britain to Europe and Americs has
ani
now amounfs to 21-3 million pounds. It is this re.
export trade which might have received a valuahle

impulse fxom the Antwerp Exkibition if Indianteng
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hed boen adequately brought. to the notice. of the
EBuropean  purchaser. The course of the trade ghows;
thut whérever Indinn teas obtain a foothold they
make.-their way. Buot it also shows thaf they are
still goarcely kvown in the Eoropean matket. The
re-exports of China teas from Great Britain to
the: Uontinent and America sentinne ten times
greater than the re-exports of Indian teas. It igl
- xio- longer entirely a question of tea wversus coffee
for-the -upper classes in Holland, Belgium, and;

“Germany ara. beginning to use tea more freely; and. |

medieal mien have. raised the question whether the
_exoedsive consumption of coffre has nob something to
-do’ with the obesity and. failave of nerve force which’
is eo éommon aniong middle-aged CGermans, Curiously:
enough, it won!d appear that, ‘next to America, the:
largest purchaser of ‘Iudian ters from. Great Britain
38" Turkey, which, adoerding to the returns, teck in
1893, nearly balf-a-million pounds. "As we pointed
‘out some time sgo with regard. to Amerioa, so alse in
'Ii;l;o pe, the struggle is ‘developing into ote beiween
t f’ﬁﬂﬁph capitali-f snd- the Ghinese peasant for the
ten trade of the world. -The Korean war, if safficiently
 prolonged, will givé the Tudian and Oeylon planters

e

slip,

. Y PRI
. VARIOUS PLANTING NOTES.

A Dye Frou ViNE-LEAYES.—Schunk, Knecht, and
- Marchlewski, thres Garman chemists, as reported in
~the Journal of the -Chemicdl ‘Society, have obtained
. from brown vine-leaves gathered. mn antumn & dye
that colours wool mordanted with chrome and -tin
respeotively. brown and yellow. -The substance was
obtained primarily a8 a brownish-yellow, partially
. orystallipe gilucosid. When boiled with sulphurie
.. seid this. yields sugar and the colouring matter,
\}%@h is obtained as: A reddigh-prown. powder.—
_ Public Opisiion. S ) T

. /Gpevizria Semprines.—A waijer in. the Madras
Mail gives his experience regarding ¢asusrina seeds,
.Ho gays ;—I planied abous half a pound of seeds,
. and only ane or. two. sgedlings eame mp. I planted
some more, and waiched results. Squirrels. came
' 'gnd .ocarefnily removed aill .those on thée seurfage.
Streams of ants appeared from every diredtion, and
“ench” ant ‘a8 he departed took away a seed. 1
" afterwards suoceeded by planting 'in large pots,
“'settipg them in water, and coyeriug them with a
‘Wize, pelting. I
Tea Leaves AND INsgcrs.—A few days ago
. we received specimens of withered and pound léaves
* Jrem;the same tea-irees, about. 10 yéars old, and
_about 7 mcaths from’ last pronipg. Theé tea in
question _is . at about” 4,000 ft. .elevation. Dr.
Crimen. to whom we submitted she. specimens. has
kindly favoured us with the following:—The brown
and-dey paiches on the older leaves ard -probably
v ﬂue io tha st;agks of & mite, either ‘. Red-spider "’
or one of its'nlies. There' afe no inseats now on
, ke leavey, but their aast gking ocan' be siill seen
Von.the dead paiches, 0

- Aﬂyxmixﬁﬁmss.u—lp, the eig kb number of thé

it

. first volume of " Contributions from the ' United Siate
'Nation% ' Herparium, Washington, is described and |

figuxed & curious grass, Ohloris longifolia, Vasey,
.which prodnges branching panicles on or benesth the
.surface of the ground. The fiowers borne on these
subtgrranean branches are larger than those borne on
_the "oxdinary e{p and
" 'cantiot, . therefore, be considered as cleistégamic, and
must, be fertilised by "pollen from _other flowers.
. Amphicarpum is mentioneéd as a grass with similar

'!hﬂ.hiﬁ.' ‘It may be that this is a provision againat the |

 Bpfioots of grovgbi—Gardevers” Chromicle.
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- are usually ombrophobe, but in cases

snother opportunity which theyv are iiot likely to Tet | B8 - -
10 FE . 4 ‘ : | ged parfs of aquatic planis.”—@ardeners’ Chropic

. trees we were destroying.

- on the “aeaondaamaion would’

,on heing ‘broken
"gex, that until the phenomenon really oecurred

ghnicles, and are fémale %n.ly. They -

Brre¢r- 0F Ramx oN  Puants.~We lesrn from
Nature of January 11, 1894, that: * ProfossorJ.
‘Wiesner, who has recently been studying the .in-
fluence of: artifical rain upon European and exotic
plants, gave an account of his .resnlts at a recent
meeting of the Vienna Academy. Some of the plants,
called by Professor Wiesner ** ombrophobe,”¢an only
for & short time stand continmous rain, and soon
shed their leaves and decay. Others, called* om-
brophil,” can stand it for months together. ..Plants
rowing in dry places are, as & rule, ombrophobe,
ut the reverse cannot be said of .plants growing
under wet surronndings. Leaves appear to gain in
power of resisting rain as they develap, and to.reach
& climax in this respect at the period of their
greatest vital activity, after which they loose much
of that power. Leaves which can bs wetted . by
water are usually ombrophil, those which c¢annot
cases, where loaves
are both ombrophobe and easily wetted, they are
extremely sensitive to rain. . Professor Wiesner thinks
that ombropho' e leaves are enabled to xesist the putre-
factive action of water, especially at high temperaturés,
by certain antiseptic substances which they . contain.
The same may be said of hydrophil roots end suh‘):dazi-

Tae Paraw TrREE.—A correspondent sepds us the

. | following parsgraph taken froma foreign contem-

porary i—*‘‘ Bome_ thirteen yearsago we planted s
large number of papaw trees at our station at. Masasi
in the Rovomo distriot, As these began to grow
many proved to be males, and not wishing to
oceupy our plantation with what we 'considered to
be useless trees, we proceeded to root up and throw
awny the male trees.. Our native deacon who had
dived ‘many yearsin Zanzibar asked us why ‘we

 did this, since it we wished it, he’ sgid -we_ gonld

probably obtain fruit from all or most. ol the
; e Asked how that .was
to be done he replied, * By breaking off all the
upper part of the tfree, and allowing the trea to
sprout- agein from the bare truank.. We' were
weredulous, but be persisted thaf .it was a thing
ecommonly donein Zanzibar onthe Arab plantations,
and indocsd us at length to make the experiment.
It was quite successful. We broke off the entire
upper pari of all the male trees at & point below
all the leaves and flowers. In due time they
sprouted again, when we discovered that many of
them, though by no means all, put forth this
time the characteristic female flower, the-*sduat

- blossom. growing ¢lose $0 thie trunk of the ‘treé;’

which in courie-of time set, and then’ the’ fruit
formed irt the ordinary manner, and was developed,
in no-way differing {rom that of a tree thal is, go
o speak, a born female, = With regard to the

“otherd that sprouted again with male flowers, We

"broke them off again, when a 4%roi:g!;ti,on of them
arn ont. females,

Others we fried three_or four fimes in-the same
way without succeedipg in changing the pex. 'In
8ll cases wherée male trees changed into.fémaléin
this way, female trees were growing in cloge proxi.
mity to them. We would like fo 'ask' experts
whether what we are now “desoribibg is Known
to sthem, and in what way it is to be agcounted
for, So little did we see a good reason, for the tree
off, sprouting again of the opposite

we felt that .we were behaving ina manner worthy

.of the pork-butcher, who, natising sbat.the Asters

in his garden were more . than' usdally streaky,
atiributed the fact 10 his having buricd ‘s side-of
bacon ia their vicinity the year before. After all

- though, and for aight’ we knew, it may be'ds
- well -known to naturaliste as &o others, that by

the :11beat}sdwe ir’a?e lgeau describing 'ga??w ﬁ%aga
may be induged to shange their  gex, —Jowrnal o
Hortigulture, = = 7" *8,‘ "9 “g, ' T ’u :_f



