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up the extent ultimately under cultivation will pro­
bably not fall abort o f fifty thousand acres, with a 
yield of close upon 20,000,0001b. leaf. This develop­
ment will, however, be the work of some years.

GiCAO is doing remarkably well in the Badnlla Dis­
trict at an. elevation of 2,5ft0 ft., and there is little 
doubt that it can be extensively grown both in the 
hill districts and in the low-country,' now that con­
ditions under which it should be cultivated are tetter 
understood, ft is well established in the Monaragala 
District, and a small pi ntation has been started in 
Bintenna.

The prices r-a’'zed for this product have been 
somewhat disappointing, bat a large margin of profit is 
s‘i 1 left even though the market value has depreiated.

The total acrc ga under cultivation is 1,702, but 
only a small port on is yet in full bearing.

Cinchona is rapidly going out of cultivation, and in 
a few.years thi ra will be scarcely any left.
. F ueo T r e e s .— I have not been able to secure 
reliable statistics in respect to the acreage planted 
with fuel trees, but the estates generally are now 
independent of the Government reserves, and the 
question of fuel, which at the cutset of tea enter­
prise gave rise to much discussion, no longer causes 
any aniiety.

ARABIAN AND LIBERIAN COFFEE. 
M SFPM l, TAPIOCA &c. IN  TH E STRAITS.
- The Selangor Resident has been on tour and 

from the interesting Notes of his journey we quote 
as follows from the S e la n g o r  G overnm ent G a ze tte  
of dune 22;—*
< A considerable amount of Liberian coffee has been 
planted on the small holdings in this part (Klang) 
of the district* hut, With the exception of the plots 
held by Chinese, the appearance presentecf by 
the trees is much less satisfactory than that of those 
growing along the Teiok Menaghan Bead. The 
planters ate chiefly Javanese settlers, holding their 
land under customary tenure and -who insist - upon 
taking the utmost out of the soil by planting amongst 
the coffee such, products as Indian corn, kladi, klidi, 
sweet potatoes* padi, plantain and tapioca.
. A feature of the country round about the town 

of Klang is the extensive cultivation of kladi and 
klidi by Chinese. These crops mature, the former 
in eight months, the -latter- in four months, so that 
two erops a year at least are obtained from the- 
latter, An acre yields about Id and 20 pikuls; respec­
tively, and the price obtained varies, according to 
the kind planted, from 85 cents to lgil'50 a pika!. 
The principal market for this produce is Kuala 
Lumpur. •

Mr. Hiittenbach has nearly completed his coffee 
works, his intention being to bay up native coffee 
and prepare it for the market. This should prove 
a boon to the rapidly growing number of native 
coffee producers and be a factor in the progress 
of the district.

On the morning of the 18th the Resident was 
driven by Mr. Hemmy, Surveyor, along the Teiok 
Menaghan road (8 miles), followed by the Acting 
Distriot Officer, the District Engineer, and Peng- 
hulu Mohit. I t was along this road that H. E. 
the Governor drove on his visit to Klang on the 
21st April, when be was so favourably impressed 
by the flourishing appearance of the native coffee 
gardens along each side of the road. About 500 
acres of land are under coffee in this part of the 
district and 200 acres are being opened by natives 
and Chinese, 50 or more acres by Mr. T. H. HUI 
and 40 acres by Mr. Forsyth, under the direction of 
Mr. P. Stephenson. Several applications for coffee 
land, by Europeans, have recently been sanctioned.

The history of the coffee industry in the dis­
trict may Briefly be given as follows In 1887 
Haji Mahomed Tahir, a  Javanese, known in pre- 
ReBidential times as the Penghulu Dagang or heal- 
man of the foreign settlers, obtained an advance 
of $1,000 from the Government, he being the owner 
of 95 * acres of land, now held on customary 
tenure, and 700 acres under, lease or agree­

ment, and commenced planting up with axecanut 
palms, donees, mangostins and coconuts. The de­
mand for, and consequently the price of, arccanots 
has of resent years been much depressed, and 
the cultivation is no longer a paying one in Selangor, 
In several places many acres of fine areoa palms 
have now been out down to make room .for 
Liberian coffee, but the way was shewn by Haji Mat 
Tahir, who with extraordinary energy, for a native, 
has drained his land, and planted Up a portion with 
coffee, which has proved so successful that he has 
been able to cut up most of his laud into blocks, 
averaging from three to. five acres, which he sub­
lets at B0 cents an acre for coffee gardens, to 
Chinese and foreign Malays. The land is low and 
wet and for a long  t im e  it was considered by 
Europeans that so soon as the roots of the coffee 
reached water the trees would die Out.

This theory haB been disposed of by the results 
of the Haji’s enterprise, his oldeBt trees having been 
planted for seven years and presenting now the most 
flourishing appearance. The .result has been that 

. applications for coffee land are coming in rapidly 
from Europeans, Chinese and natives, and the quit- 
rent for the District has been raised from 25 to 
50 cents an acre for coffee estates. The - history of 
the European coffee enterprise in the District 
remains to be written, it would be premature 

i and perhaps dangerous to forecast it. There are 
already premonitory symptoms of demands by the 

' European would-be planters fop roads anddrains and 
“ facilities ” never put forward by native and Chinese 
planters,. and it would be lamentable if, iu the long 
run, the European planter, who prides himself on his 

; pluck and sturdy independence, is beaten by the 
native and Chinese holders of what may bs termed 
garden coffee lots.

There can, however, be no reason to doubt that 
the . Selangor planters will shew the same pluck and 
go-alieadedness as their confreres in India, who 

' contribute to a public cess whiebris u'ilisad in tbe 
' construction, of accommodation roads, drains and di­
tches* and by the planters in Sumatra, who combined to 

; make their own roads for common use, and goodenes too
Piloted by Mr. Hemmy, the Resident and his p a r ty ,  

after discussing tbe question of the continuation of 
the Telek Menaghan Read, walked to tbe boundary 
of Mr. Hill’s land, had a look at Mr. Forsyth's new 
clearing and flourishing coffee nurseries, and then 
proceeded across country to Tremelbyr Coffee and- 

. Pepper Estate, the property of Captain Treweeke 
and Mr. Metbye. This estate comprises 515 acres, 
of which 3 5  acres have been planted with pepper,

- some pf which is seven years old, and 75 acres with 
Liberian coffee, ranging from four years and a half 
to one year in age.

W hite pepper only is exported, and is prepared 
•from the ordinary pepper by soaking it  for about, 
a  fortnight in water, with th e  object of remov­
ing the outer skin. In  the  ease of black pepper 
the berry is pluDged into hot water and then 
dried and smoked the outside skin being retained. 
With black pepper s t $9 a pikul, white pepper would 
fetch about ®15. Pepper is a  pretty  cultivation, but 
i t  has been.passing through hard times of late* owing 
to .over production and the consequent fall iu  price.

' There are not, however, wanting signs that atoebs 
'are decreasing and production falling off, and that 
i those who have “held on" may yet reap the reward 
of pertinacity.. Great care has to be exercised in 
the culture of the vine and in the operations of 
“taming down” and tying np to tbe posts, and it has 
been said that 26 acres of pepper require as mueh 
supervision and labour as 100 acred of coffee. .

A welhlooked-Sfter vine, in favourable conditions, 
is BSid to bear for 20 years. The vines are not al­
lowed to bear until they have fully covered the posts 
and are of a uniform diameter from t(ip td bottom. 
T he selection of the posts on which* the  vine iebo ine 
requires considerable oare. In the  K laug 'D ptriefc : 
there  is a  wood known as " k i i c b , . Wtaffb
useless for other purposes, is appa'reutlif Uliaffebtpd; - 
by either burial in the  soil or exposure to  weather 
and it  is consequently admirably adapted fo r popper
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posts. It appear* to tie known in Proviuoe Welles­
ley  and Pei ang under the nvtne oE sarong kaUtla.

Much of Tremelbyr Estate was in laiang when 
first acquired by its present owners, and the con­
sequence, as regards some of the coffee, is not 
entirely Satisfactory. The land is hilly and includes- 
some large and-beautiful forest trees. I t  is hoped 
that the proprietors will be public spirited enough 
to preserve some of their fine timber on the ridges 
and along the Euala L&ngat Road. After partaking 
of the kind hospitality of Mr. Hisson, the Manager, 
the Resident walked and drove along the Kuala 
Langat Road to the point where it crosses the 
Sungei Anb, a tributary of the Klang and one of 
the chief drainers of the Klang Mnkim. The road 
from this point, right on for seven miles, passes 
through very low-lying country, with the rich black soil 
which is proving to be so well suited for Liberian coffee. 
Instructions were given for the deepening of t te  dr sins 
on each side of this portion of the rord and lor 
clearing the Anb and Sie Jinghong Rivi rs. The Kua'a 
(latigat Road is a  section of the “ Court Road,” to 
which reference has been made in precious “ Notes.” 
It forms one of the boundaries of a large freehold 
property comprising 3,000 acres, belonging to Lim 
gwee Kong & do., and acquired by them from Gov­
ernment at auction for $5,8U0, formerly the property 
of the Sago Company, Limited, who faiel to pay 
their premium and so the laud was sold. Recently 
600 acres of this holding have been sold to Mr. W. 
Bailey, of Johor, a t $6 an acre, and 600 acres are 
now being sold to Mr. Tambusami PUlay, of Kuala 
Lumpur. Beth are opening in coffee. Of the rest 
of tue property, some 30 acres are under sago, 
ICO aotes are let out to Chinese and Malays 
in small lots, plant’d up with kladi, kiidi, coffee, 
and fruit-trees, and the runsineder is uncultivated.

On the way, oa the left-hand side of the road, 
some 60 heahby-looking nutmeg-trees, in bear- 
tug, were passed, the property of a Malay.

Altar breakfast the Resident and M r. Robson took iheit 
horses across the. Klang River, by the Government ferry, 
and rode out two and a Lalf miles on tbe Kspar Road, 
another See ion of the “Coast Road.'’ The natives are 
planting caffes on their roadside holdings, but in a 
somewhat desultory manner cilling for the "advice ” 
of the District Officer. The soil though sufficiently 
go.d, is not equal to that ofthe Klang Mukim.

Later on, accompanied by Ra ja Hassan, the District 
Officer and Mr. P, ritephensoe, the Resident walked 
for about a mile and a half along the remains of 
tbe old Xlang-Batu Tiga Road, on tbe right bank of 
the Klsng Hirer, which, before the railway, was 
construe'era, w»s used as the route to Kuala Lumpur, 
joining the Damantata Road at Batn Tigs. On this 
toad H H . Tunku Dta Udiu, the former vice-3uha", 
holds 2,000 acres of leasehold laud, which has hitherto 
remained uncultivated. The Tunku is now clearing 
some ISO acres, and has entered into arrangements 
with Javanese for opening in coffee.

Retracing their steps, the party visited Mr. Stephen­
son’s pepper estate known as Beverlace. This is one 
of the oldest estates, in the country, having been 
opened in 1882. It contains 290 acres, of which 28 
acres are planted with pepper, in bearing. The land 
is held under lease subjeot to qnit-reot at the rate 
of 10 cents an acre, and is specially exempted from 
paying an expert duty on the pepper produced. - The 
estate was opened with assistance from the Govern­
ment. Black pepper only is prepared. The owners 
are now planting up with Liberian coffee. The 
labour employed for the pepper is Chinese, on daily 
wages at the rate of $10 a month, the headman 
remiving $18 monthly. Taskwork is not adopted.

Hot far from here Messrs. Hill and Kathboriie 
some seven years ago, established a steam sawmill, 
winch ha* bad a somewhat melaueholly history, 
After passing through several hands, it has recently, 
been acquired by Towkay Lok Yew and removed to 
Kuala Lumpur.

Rajah *L.g°«n told a dismal tale of the destruction 
o f ills flourishing coconut plantation by the ravages 
of the beetles bred in the refuse stuff at the sawmill. 
Re received go compensation fpr hie heavy loss.

The experience of many sawmills in tbe E as t 
inaugurated with estimates conclusively shewing an  
assured margin of dear profit, has provided that th e  
European machinery cannot compete with the patient 
labour of the t  hinese sawyer, who, in  place _ or 
making the log to be op. rattd upon come to him , 
at great cost, himself goes to the log, and 
tamping alongside, iu a modest hat erected 
at the east of a few dol'ars, works away dog­
gedly, spends little on food, luxuries, and amuse­
ments, and in due time receives the recompense or 
his labour. An unlovely life, but it pays.

On Sunday, tbe 20th, ihe Resident, Mr. Robson 
and Mr. Stephenson left by tbe 9 a.m. train for B a ta  
Tiga, nine miles, where they were met by Mr. H nrth , 
the Manager of the Enterprise and Glenm&rie Estates. 
The Resident and Mr. Robson drove aloog the old 
Damausara Road to the Jeang Heng Hin Tapioca, 
Estate, about two miles. The road is only apkept (or 
one mile from Batu Tiga on this side. The tapioca 
citato comprises 2,998 acres and stands in tbe names 
of Heo Ssvee Gam and Neo Sun Hong. I t  is held 
under lease with a quit-rant of 20 cents an acre, and 
with no conditions as to the mode in which th e  
cultivation of the tapioca is to he earned oat or the  
number of crops to te  taken off the land. About 
half of the area has been need up by this destraotive 
crop and the remainder will probably be exhausted 
in another six or seven years, when there w ill 
remain a plentiful crop of laiang, Which will sup­
ply seed to the neighbouring estates, in  return­
ing, a visit was paid to Mr. Stepheneon’e 
pepper estate, Ebor, consisting of 100 acres, of 
which 25 are under peper in fall bearing. Kear this 
land, Mr. Stephenson owns 350 acres, not yet opened, 
which it is proposed to plant np with Liberian coffee. 
After inspecting Ebor and breakfasting with Mr. 
Stephenson, the patty drove to the Glenmarie estate, 
two miles. This estate of 563 acres, of which 35 
acres are-planted with pepper, has recently been ac­
quired by the Messrs. Hiittonbaob, who are also th e  
proprietors of the.adjoining enterprise es'ate, on easy 
terms. The estate seems to have snffered seriously 
from bad management in the past. It is now pro­
posed to plant op gradually with Liberian coffee. 
Statute immigrants are employed by the proprietors, 
and the estate appeals to be free from serious sick­
ness and the ooolieB to be contented. An estate 
hospital is to. be supplied. The Enterprise estate of 
123 acres, of which 40 acres sxe ia pepper and 25 
in coffee, presents a mote flourishing appearance. 
These two estates lie on either side of tbe old Daman- 
sara Road, which was fomerly the only route from 
Klsng to Kuala Lumpur. Before the completion of the 
railway visitors to the State took luooh at Klang and 
ascended the river as far as Dsmansara, whence to 
Kuala Lumpur, by a road which avoided no hills, the 
distance was 15 miles. The road is now only opkept for 
two miles from Batn Tiga, where there is a Polioe Station. .

After enjoying the hearty hospitality of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hurtb, the Resident left by the 2’55 p.m. train 
for Koala Lumpur. There is or was a notion tha t 
Klang is moribnnd, but such is fax from being the case. 
As the chief port of the State—the most commodious 
port on the west coast o f  the Peninsula—and posses­
sing the best coffee land in Selangor, with several 
estates opened and more in prospect, and with a con­
siderable native agricultural population, this Distriot 
has a very favonrable outlook. Houses are scarce 
and in demand in the town, and it is Strange tha t 
more buildiDgs are not erected. The extension of the 
railway to Kuala Klang—five miles—will do no harm to 
the town, but the contrary. Port Dickson has not taken 
the place of Seremban, nor Pott Weld of Taiping.

Ivcnv Teams in China.—The Belgian Consul- 
General at Shanghai has reoently forwarded to the' 
Brussels commercial museums a sample of Siamese 
ivory, such as is used in manufacturing Chinese 
articles de fines, The ivory used by the ivory 
workers of Shanghai eosts them on an average 
about 4s fid pec lb., but the price varies according 
to the size of the tasks.—Beard o f Trade Journal,


