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ORANGES GALORE—AND FRUIT CULTURE

 GENERALLY IN CEYLON.

‘We have long been aware of orangs tfees growing
and proluciog fruit exceedingly well in certain of our’
planting distriete—more espedially in the compara-
tively dry Uva divisions, InLower Hewahets, too, in

* the oljen days we have seen some splendid trees
covered with golden fruit. Bu$ certainly never in
the history o! the island have we had such a
revelation of luzuriance ag that made by a Ran-
gala planter elsewhere,—* 25,000 mandarin oranges
from two trees in ome year!” The statement
pounds incredible, and were it not attested to us by
tha name. of a well-known planter, we should say
there had besn exaggeration. Bub it is absolute
fact and it ought to set a good many practical
‘men . a-thinkiog that in eertain of our hill
disteiots, %ery limited grove of orange trees
might provesls reliable a sourcs of income as @
very .much bigger acreage of coconuts. . We have
related how, in Florida, wo found an ex-Udapus-
pellawa coffes planter, content with his ten acres
of orapges, assuréed that it they turmed out well,
they ought to give him a eclear income of from
£400 rising to £800 a year, Ten acres of
the Rang:la “ mandarins ' ought to beat this
by a long way, even although we ara far distant
from speh a market as Florida commands—in the

season when foreign oranges are out of it—in New |

.York aad other big towns—with oheap transport
" from the grovbs to the American Covent Garden.
Btill, it is impossible to doubt that there is a
very considerable market in Ceylon, ipcluding the
- port of Oolombo, for good frm't and more especi-
ally oranges. We recall a- month last year when,
for invalids, no oranges worthy of the name, could
be porobased under 25 cents eseh in GColombo,
See what * North of Kandy"™ ‘in a letter today
gays about fruit s well s vegetables. Or-
* #inges are getting & very high reputation among the
faculty s and indecd we can reoall the saying of
worthy snd olever Dr. Dickman of Kandy, twenty -
years ago, in bemoaning the quaunlity of me-
digine  he wae oeslled on by his planting pa-
tients and others to prescribe :—¢° They will have
“ it you know; nothing but a big boitle and a
‘‘nautgeous draft will assure them theéy get valus
% from their doctor ; now if I myself fael * seedy,’ I
{gko an orange; if - quite out of rorts, I take
“$wo; and if very bad three or four—with the
* best effect possible I’ There ean be no doubt of
the wholesomeness .of the fruit, or of the fact
that every man, woman and ohild in the Colony
might probably, with great advantage fo health,
copsudl® one hundred times the number of
oranges they now do in the year. -So, surely,
we: gre #safe in urging an extengion  of
oracge oultivation, among boith = Buropeans
- and Osylonese. There are  other- fruits, too,

that wmight be far more freely planted; for
" ingtgmes, peaches and figs, ‘in the Uva distriots
espeoislly. Asking not long ago an experienced
plantet what a waste piese of land amidst the
Happy Valley patanas could be made to grow,—
% Why,Y he said, * planted up with fig {rees,
that three aocres would give tons of fruit for
the’ gﬁpplg of Nowara Eliya, Nawalapitiya, Gam-
pola; Fan f-smﬂ_ Colombo murksts.” Why then is
there not far more doné in fruit culture within the
Prinaigality 2 Are there none of our enterpricing
trained young planters (**creepers’ even. of some
looal experience) who can command a little capital ,
and ?ﬁ to work to form 10 or 20
orapgel, peaches nnd figs? -

@
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- the willage Kadalisena ;

" 8 Jarge coconut garden,
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THE BEGINNINGS OF COCONUT PLANTING
IN CEYLON.
HOW THE PALM GOT T0 CEYLON.

The cocovub ;i)lal'm is by no means indigenous to
_Though the most siriking snd ubiguitous
of all plants over a great part of the lowcountry, -

 the palm is nowhere found that its pladting eannot

be acoounted for ; and unlike the oinnamon bush,
or rather irse, it oan mowhere be discovered in
8 wild state. De Candolle, the greatest authority
on tha subjeot, places tha original habitat of the
coconut palm in *he Eastern Arohipelago some.

‘where in the neighbourhood of Sumatra and Javs, -

and surmises that nuts fisated thencs both  East
and West. - Eastwards to the islands of the Pagifia
and the coast of Ceniral Ameries, and Westward
to Ceylon and the Kast Coast of Afriea. Tha’
native tradition that locales the earliest spegimen
or grove of this palm in the mneighbourhood
of Weligams, on our Southern Coast, iz in
striet acoordance with what might be expoated
under De Candolle’s theory. The fradition ig

- that a kiog of Ceylon was a leper, or affiioted

with some skin diseare, and that he (Kusts Raja) was
enred by sea-batbing and the milk of the coconnt,
or the use of the expressed oil. Quciously enough
the Mahawansa (the ancient Sinhalese history of
Qeylos) does not contain nearly so many references
to the cogonut as it does to the palmyra palm, '
althoughthe latter now, does not cover nearly the ares
occupied by coconut. One shrewd surmise why the
Mahawansa bas so little to say about the coconut,
hszarded by Mr. H. RNevill, is that the practica
of toddy-drawing after a time, and ite distillation -
into spirit, would prejudice the priestly historians
against the palm and its gultivation, Be this as
it may, Mr, Nevill notices that the Makavanss
(XLilI, chapter) records how King Aggrabodhi I,

1 about A.p. 589 oamsed ‘*a coconut plantation of

three yojanas (about 36 Eoglish miles) in extent” ta
be formed, prohably between Dondra and Weligams,
and go it is surmised that his siatue was out ouf .
of the rock near the Weligama Vihara as =»
memorial of the King who iniroduced ococonut
planting into Ceylon ! ;

*. We are indebted for the nmext link in the chaitt

- of local cosonut planting to the intelligent Atapata

Mudaligar of the Colombo Kachcheri. Looking
over his English oopy of the Makavansa, ‘Mudaliyar
Solomon Seneviratne eame on the passage -where
it is related that -the Minister of Prakarama

- Bahu the Great formed a cosonut plantation between

Bentota and Kalutara, one yojana or 12 English
milcs. in width. The original passage bearing on
the planting is worth franseribing as follows ;~—
Thence this grest winister proceeded to the pork
of Bhimatittha. And there he built a bridge, eighty-
8ix eubits’ span, at the mouth of the Kalanadi®
river ; oune of about one huudred yatthis’ t span ot
; ! one of torty yatibis’ span
over the Salaggama river,§ aad one of fifty cubits’ span
over the Salspadapa river.]|] Ihus did he build these
and other bridges at divers places where it was

| difficult to orots over; and likewite also he made

numerous gardens aud halls for preaching and the

like, ncd did even give away much alms and hold
teasts (in conueotion therewith).

Afterwards this great minister of the king formed
full of fruit -and fine shade, -
‘ name. of Parakkama Baha;
* The Black river, Kalu-ganga, '
t A yatthi is equal to seve i '
to the oot g 86 -n_ eub:t‘,a of tv;!o
4 Xebhelsen, Kehel-lenava ?
Sslgamu-ganga, o

and gave it the famous

o

spang

s pegett
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ahd it extended from the Bhimatitthe Vihara (Bentots
unto- the ford of the Kalanadi, (Kalugangs), a spase
of about one yojana in width:

And when he bad osused the great forest Maha-
Iabujagaccba * to be cut down altogether aud rooted
up, he made a fine village therson and plsnted a
large grove of iak trees near it. ’ .

The Atapattu Mudaliyar, in calling our attention to
the passsge, writeg :— ,

“ 1t appears that coconut estatés on a large scale
wera planted on the South Western Coast of Ceylon
long before the arrival of the Portigunese. See 44th
Vetde of the 86th chapter * Bhimea-fitthe”’ in
médern Bentota ¢ Kalanadi” is the Kaluganga-
The whole of the cosst line from Kalutara to Ben:
tota formed one coconut garden, and was namieéd
&f%}r tha King who caused it to be planted:

"It is very interesting to find that the Sinhalese
of .that date had. found the besgt soil in the Island for
coconuts to plant the Royal garden. It is possible
83 you mentioned to me that on the Southern part of
the coast; the coconut first grew from nuts washed
ashore from the Eastern Axchipelago.”

The sirange part is, if there wera extensive coconut
graves in the South-west part of the i-land belore
thé' advent of the Portuguese, that there is little

or‘no niention of the eotonut by the Poriuguese

historian Ribeiro or his French editor, The
sreka and talipot palms are fresly mentioned ;
but" the soconut searcely at all, It is only after
the arrival of the Datch that we hear of a stimu-
las'to ‘the extension of cooconut
sfforded. But even then, it will take most people
by surprige fo léarn .that so late as a.n. 1740 the
coast lind between Colombo and Kalutara—now a
cofitinuous ecoonut grove—remained unplanied and

wae ‘desoribed” as  * nine-tenths waste,”” and 8o |

GoVernot Van Imhoff in that year, proposed sur-
veying and distributing thjs land in limited por-
tiona -to. * persong who are -inclined fo plant
thet with ecconuts and to pay Government

dntigd on ‘them.” 8o, by a system of ** Rajakafiya?

right through, was all the eoconut planting (as also
a'l: ‘the tank building and canal digging) done in

Ceylon previous to the advent of the Britigh, And '

yet we have no hesitaiion in saying that the
pregent century, and indeed, the past filly years have
seoh more than tem timnes tha area covered with
the gocobut palm that can be oredited ~ to
all the Kings or Governors” in the ~ twelve
llzggrted and ‘sixty ' years belween Ap, 589 and

 BOUND TO THE DARK CONTINENT.

" LETTER FROM MR. E. WOODHOUSE.
’ ’ ) Zanzibar, Sep$, 19, 1894.
: HASTE IN GETTING ABOARD.

When you huve been taking it easy in anticipation
of getting away on Sunday nightor Monday mom-
ing it Tather puts one out to get a notite at 7 o'eclock
on Friday evening to be on hoard before 12 noon,
the following day.

The tailor hasn't brought the clothes; the shoes
haven’t come ; the buttons to be put on and the
bits of things that were to have been sewn up next

afternoon have to be left undone; whilst the dhoby

hasn’t turned up, &c.
And then having sat wp the greater part of the
night and spent the next mornjng in a whirlwind

of packing and paying, and sending the ¢ld boy |

into & frenzy by bad langusge and irritation, you

rush to the jetty and urging the boatmen fio pull like

mad, you get on board as the oclock strikes 12

L g

. Madelgaivanaga, .

planting - being |

_mogn; to be eoolly $old ‘“no chanes of getting

away till . midnight, you had better sleep on beard ™.

is "énough to turri a saint into a sinner all in a

hurry. The fact after all is that
THE GOOD BHIP ‘ MARQUIS BACHQUEHEM »

did not leave her moorings till 10 o'olock;
the following morning —and one wonders
Zhere the Oolombo agents of the Ausirian

loyd’s Company expeot to go when all
things mortal fade away.'” ~Abbut the waid
Ausirian Lloyd ships, I must confess to a good
deal of prejudice born of previous experiense in,
voyages to Madras and Penang—and 80  was .
agreeably eurprised with the ' '“ Marquis.”
Roomy ocabins and wide bunks well forward, away.
from the noise of the engines, execellent food,
stewards who conld speak English, aswell as most of
the officers, baths available at any time and but
few passengers. One or two little details seemed:
strange of course, mo soap nor any provision made
for any in the washstands, a sheet given you for
a bath towel, and eccentric forms of z the
food—not the lesst remarkable being “® mii ,
mountain of -real ice with a light inside. However,,
there was plenty of gaod food nicely copked ‘and:
abundance of vegetables. The Captain turned out '
to be an old acquaintance, baving been on board
the ss. * Orion” on one of my trips to the Straits:
His English has improved soméwhat, but he rétaing
the same grim look and saturnine demeanour ag’
of yore, A young Indian engineer returning from.
a trip to Australia, and a Bavarian botanist and his
:gle returning home from Sumatra and Java wete

e . . i 1 - ¢ & e

OTHER SALOON PABSENGERS,.

- Whilst in . the 2nd olass was a maid who

had bgen in the Heychelles and OWH|

' gur old friend Edwards snd bhis family “érst’

of Madulsima. The German dootor and the Bavae
rian Botanist pupplied most of the oconversatidn
at table, a good deal of which was 'understandablé”
even without more than the merest smattering of the
German language. One day on ‘being served with

. beefsteak nnd vegetables, the doetor would have it

that meat was not good for human beifgs '
to . eat, whereupon the botanist
position a8 usual) declared ' it

{ia the 5- B
was goca.

*After an animated discussion for some minutes, il
| which the Qoetor guoted T T

CONFUQIUS AND MUHAMMAD

-and other authorities on his side of the question, the
| botanist deolared his opinion that Confucius and-
| Mohammed knew nothing about modern beefsteaky’

or they would have never pat their veto on eating
meat, and advised the dootor to imitate the example
of himself and his wife and take a piece—which he
eventually did. Other daya we had long dissertations

;on ‘*bananas,” again on grasses and scitronslla

oil, and agaia on the different ships of the Austrian
Lloyd’s, and so on. Ws goton very well . together,
cocos, oinchona, india rubber, the different .
:botanioal gardens, &o., &o., & word or two of Malay

|'every now and again gerviog to explain each other’s

neaning,
THE WHATHER

was fine eave & fow showers and the walep

was smooth, four days (to almost a minnté) -
taking ps from our moorings in Colombo
to “the Viotoria Dock in Bombay, snd & morg.
comfortable time I have never had in any vessel.
in the Hast. o

THE GREAT WESTERN CAPITAL OF INDIA

was bathed in monsoon showers during the twa.,
days we remained there, and this. naturally made



