Several farmers are trying out the heap
method of composting rice straw invala 1981. It is
hoped that this experience will be useful in adoPﬁ—'
ing this practxce on a national scale. ",3,mdt__ ‘
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The»very life oF Sfl Lanka depends ‘on her‘*
rice crop, National rice productmon depends very
heavily on the quantum of fertilizer used. In thisg
context we cannot afford to waste or under ut1lxze
rice straw. " : K :
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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
Part 1. ' OVaR A HUHDRED YEARS

gvicultural educatlon is near1y a hundred
years oid in thls country, .  The eariiest.:recorded
activities were'in the 1930s even before. ths Depart-
ment of Agriculture was formally set up.. At that ’
time the organization that existed in Peraden:ya
qave its attention to. the: |nve5t|gat50n of the’ f!ora
of the country. “Subsequently it introduced large o
numbers of exotics, and helped to build up the :
prospercus agriculture .(plantation crops) . © It vas
“then cailed upon to deal with pests and diseases of ..
those crops. Later it made experimental investi-
gations into the cultyral and-manurial requi rements
of the various crops began work on the . Improvement
of existing varieties of cu]tnvated crops and toek
up the fur;nerance of ags:cultural educatzan.

in the eariy part of thls century, agrtcuitura]
education recsived further importance and the entire.
school garden movement came under the guidance and
and management of the organization at Peradenivya.
A1l pupils above standard !l were expected. to do-at
least 30 - 45 minutes work.in these school gardens
three times a week. The purpose of this was to. ‘
grain the pupills powers of obsérvation and to.ac-
quaint them with some of- the. cultsvatzon p"oblems
in the raising of fruit trees ', economic plants and
ornamental plants. 1t was soon realised that the
value of this training depended entirely upon the

7?77




~e PR

teachers and wuth aview to assusting teachers in
vernacular schools to iearn agriculture.. The first .
training course for teachers was commenced in Pera~"" '
deniya tn 1916. fwsf[“ﬁ. ' S e
Thus the first Schoo! of Agrtculture commenced e

functioning in 1916 for: training teachers, village
headmen, and sons of well to do farmers. The Dtrector
of Agriculture was also the: Principal with four other
lecturers and a registrar. The school subsequently
deva=uped four courses_ of. instruction a 2 years

~~urse in English ﬁor~the training oflAgrucultural
Learners intended for service as. instructors in the
Department of Agriculture. A one year course in
Sinhala for teachers-and v!!!age headmen-and.a prac-
tical tarm course:for others. The practical trasnlng
for these students was* prov1ded oti the Experiment .
Station which had .30 acrys under rotat|0nal crmps,

23 acres under fodder ani, pasture grass, besides the,
plantation crops, 10.:acres orchard and dairy. & poultry
units. The School w©of. Agrscultu*ﬂ moved to 'its permas.
nent bundmgs in 1938, L .
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In the 19205 the shortage of . foedsttrfs dL-lng
the wai', directed attention to the need: for cu1t|~"'
vation of essentiai.food items within the country..

A large number of 1.inerat:ng Agrlcultural instructors
we "e recruited to assist farmers_in ‘the improvement

ot cultivation of paddy and other crops. . Supervising
Ofvicers were appointed, demonstration plots opzned,
cempeti tions:began, . schcéi gardens and cooperative
soeietiss expandec and: a .pard of Agrscui:ura estab-,
lished with a view:to brinq*ng practical agricul~
tur'sts into close contact iri'th the Department of
Agriculture and to. thereby p"OVldlng ‘the Department .
with the assistance and.advic: of those coniiected with
~all tranches of the. Agricultura! industry.- Research

- .Staff was also increased to develop commercnal possn
bilities of crops.. S
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- Since the peasant cultivation ‘was the ultimate
;Qatarget of all such development activities,.the -

~ Department and the. Board of Agriculture then took :

a decision to expand the training-opportunities for
farmers. Thus the.Practical Farm.Schools were set .
up in the prov:s!nces .as -a result iof this need. . 'The-
earliest schools were.established at Labuduwa;,: Jaffﬁa,
Anuradhapura, Wariyapola, . Magolla Mapalana\énd Kara-
dian Aru and Horana. L 5ob S

The Farm School at Jaffna was run for many
years on the same linés as the School at Pera-
deniya for the benefit of educated sons of Iand-”
owners but later conVerted to ‘the ‘same type as ”””f;,
other practical farm schools.’ ‘AT pract:cal farm =~
schools conducted the onhe year practlcal colrse forg;:
sons of peasant farmers. The instruction was ma|n~f=
'ty practical and covered a broad range of 'subjects.

" Special subjects were emphasized in special locali-
ties as irrigatioh in Jaffna, plantatton CrOpS an
Labuduwa and Wagolla andso ‘on.” The Jaffna School’
"had in addition a ' month’ course for vernacular o
ﬁeachers and shorter courses for students durung
vacations. The students were paid -/50 cents, .

a day each for the work they did and for ‘running
_their own mess. The objective of these school =
'was to train rural youths to settle in farmlng and
during the early yecars nearly 75% ef the frainées '
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Post Independence Era. :

- 1.}—‘.-'. B :a'l

.- . With independence agricultural policies p]aced’_
‘greater reliance on domestic agricultural pro-’“****@u
_ductjqn,to provide help to the small farmer to

“ag;tncrease the. productlon of . essential food comimo~™

dities.and to reduce imports. The late Honourable

:};;D S. Senanagake as,.the, M:nister of Agriculture and
”ﬁysubsequen;ly as the ftrst Prime Minister® lnitiated
.: several far, ssghted measures towards achieving <& . -

these goals,...in the fleld of agricultural educa™
tion, agruculture was introduced as a subject in
teacher training colleges, the Faculty of Agricul-

" turd was ‘sef up on:ithé University of Peradeniya,

“a GirlgFarm Schoolisimilar to the Boy's School
'was dét ‘up “at Peradeniyafor-a 2 year course and
Tatef foved-to Kundasale.:rSeveral practical Farm ¥
Séhools ‘were also ‘estaBlished at Vavuniya, Karas:.

-p¥richay . Bibile,Ambepussa,.-Pelvehera, Bnndunuwewa‘

a Batangala ahd Sammanthiurati:to train farmers -‘both
*”pract:srng asi well as. young farmers. IR
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In the years that ensured, ‘successive governments
realised the’ tmportance of developing partiﬂularly .....

‘7. tHe research, extension, and education sectors in ..

- agriculture. not only for increased productnon to
¢ meed lotal demands but also.as a means of raising
the income levels of the darge ma;ority of people .
who were dépendents insagriculture in this country.
‘Farmereducation was: recogn&sed as a crucial input
and extension services weire.reorganized in the
sixties,  Annual Impleméntation Programmes were
introduced In the districts and this geve dlrection
and purpose to extension work, Clear programmes’.
of work and training were defined within the frame
work of the Implementation programmes,
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