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AGRICULTURIST,

MANURING TEA AND ITS EFFECT ON
“ FLAVOUR” AND PRICES.

The question was asked in our columns a few
weeks ago as to whether manure saffected the
flavour of the resulting fluch . or rather of the
maoufactured tea snd so led to a redustion in |
price ? We called for the experience of some of
our older tea planters and the outcome of inquiry
and of much information which has reasched us,
is, Wwe are glad to say, on the whole, adverse to
the opinion that judicions manuring need affeot |
the quslity or price of tea.

The question is a very o!d one and wag raised
and answered by Colonel Money in his original
Prize Esgay on Tea Cultivation. From the revised
edition of his book, we quote as follows :—

An jdea existed formerly—got, I belisve, from
stray Ohinamen, who I. don't think knew' much
sbout tea in an;
cressed the yield, spoilt the flavour of tea. 'The
idea is opposed to all agricultural knowledge, for
high cultivation, which In no case can be carried
out to perfection without manure, much improves
the strength and flavour of - all- edibles, the pro-
duct of motherearth, My first experionce of manure
to the tes plant was obtained in the Chittagong
distriet. from o small garden close te the station,-
which has been for some years highly meanured, 1
was -stimck with the frequenoy and abundance of
the flushes and the  strength and flavour of the
tes. My high opinion of the tea wus later borne
out by the OCaloutta brokers. I allude fo the
“ Pioneexr ¥ garden, close to the Ohittagong station.
During the best tea months flush succeeded flush -
at- intervals of less than a week, while eight to
ten maunds (640 to 800 1b.) was the yeatly yield
per acre{ The soil was very sandy and’ poor,
After-experience showed me that manuring nearly
doubles the yield of- planis, and that so far from
injuring. the flaveur of tes it impreves it, while
it adds greatly to the strength. I shall therefore,
bog -the question that mennre ¢s an advaniage. If
any -plamter doubts, let him try it, and bis doubts
will.. soon be solved. Any manure is betier than
none;. but I believe-one of the  best manures for the
tea plant (always excepting wnight-seil and the
excrements .of birds, which  cannot. be procured) is
cattle mamure. It is not heating, like horse-dung,
aid - may- be applied in large quantities without
any risk. Thefresher it is-applied, in my opinion,
the butter, for it has then far more-power; If
mixed swith : any. vegetable refuse, the bulk' being
increaged, ib-will go further, but I do-not think
it i» intrinsically any the better for it. There
are. several chomical manunres advertised for tea
plants, All garden refuse should be- regarded as
mannre. and: buried between the plants. I allude.
to the prunings of thé-bushes - and the weeds at
all: times from the-land. To earry these off the-
ground,. as I have sometimes seen - dong, issimply
taking. ¢ff o much . strength frem the soil. The
greener, too, all this is buried the befter. "When-
it:is considered how much is taken-from the tea.
plant, it is evident the soil will be exhausted,
seoner or later, if no means -are adopted to repair
the waste. Where manurecanuot be - gos the waste:

must -be 'made up, as far as possible, by return..}

ing! all other growth.to the soil. But manars
should be. got if possible; for it will double the-
yiald of & garden 7 and highly coucentrated chemical
manures will, I am sure, be eventualiy much used:
on..tew: gaxdens,

‘Ftom-the nbove it will bo seem that catile |

mantre is speoially  recommended ; and yet, cu-
riously enough, this is jist one - of - the. mannres.
that. one. experienced Ceylon pianter. thinks may—
at- Jeast .for m. time—affeot the quality of the leaf ;

While: bones &nd . castor-cake - judiciously applied }

shoulgimot.. A. éertain- proportion of fish manure-
is aléo w favourite - application. One oase that
L. “

# .

way—that manure, though itin~ -

reeurs tp usin the eariier yesrs of téa in Ceylon
is that of planiations at a medium - elevation, above
8,000 feet, where the . gommencement of manuring
seemed to have-a distinetly -adverse ¢ffeet on the
average prices of tes under the estates’ mark. On
the pther hand, we have several groups- in which
manuring has now been systematicelly kept up
for a number of years with most satisfactory resulis
both in respeet of quantity sand quality. There is
no need that we should mention names or par-
tienlarize more than to point to a weli-known ease
in ‘Matale where old coffee estates have besn g0

{ deslt. with—to the wonderful illusération: afforded

nsar Gampola—and tio prominent Dimbula. planta~

. tions. wader very experiénced - mansgement, whers

the prices sseured are xlways mbove the average,
and the crops, we believe, v.ry satisfastory in
qusntity owing in no small degree, to- judicious
and sysfemati¢ manuring. -

-
.

THE- AMERICAN TEA CAMPAIGN.
THE SOHEME OF A OANDIDATE.

. We have seen the application of one of ~ the candi-
dates for the post of Ceylon representative in Amerioa:
—a gentleman of scientific education and éxperience
as & lecturer, but - employed in the isiand in @&
ecommercial capacity—from which- we uote as
follows :(— . . )
PLAN OF WORK., _ B

Wiolesale Dealers,~—The ‘wholessle dealers would
be- the first to..whom I would  dirzot my energiesy
aud by interviewing them, showing samples, andgiving:
practieal scientific reasons for takng up our prodiet,
1 would ‘elicit their sympatby, and induce them to
stock Oeylon teas, giving them: avery poss'ble-informa=
tion as to where and how to bay. ‘

Roatail Dealers,—After gaining the sympathy of the
Iarge buyer, 1.wonld then turn wmy -steps fowards the
retailer, and by all means iu iy power ge$ him to"go’
io for selling our taas. I would assist him in adver«
tisivg by meens of eiroliars and, if thought necessary,
a pative rervant or two.

©  The.Oonsumer next would come under iy care,
. aod .this would - be- done by mesns. of lecturés en
' various subjects relating to Ceylon and COeylon teas.
' I would culliivate an. intercat in ‘Ceylon among the

working -clusses by conuecting mys:lf with their,
various friendly fociety and trade organmisations. A&’
all my lectures I would distribute sample packats
of tes along with circulars, on which the nawes and .
addresses of dealers in Oeylon teas would be clearly |
printed. I would make my leckures as interesting as

' possible by means of lime-light pictures, models and
- practical experimentd, :

The Medical Prifession.—As a means of craating-a

' taste of Coylon teas, the Medical Profession would he -

oune of the most valaable sources of adveriising. 'I¥-

* only requizes a few practical demenstrations {0 them

of the valae of pure Ueylou teas ag compared withthe
chemigally. faced ana impure article s skilfully

. prepared By the Chinese. It should not take much tima

to convers the Americaus from green teas, were it
only bronght prominently before the Medical Prefes~
sion as tothe pian adoped by the Chineie to preserve -

- the greeu appearance, and tho dengers arising theres

from. Much was said at bome by the médiesl and

- publie heslth authorities; about two yewrs ago, with

reference to greén teas. The same cati be said about -

1 the' green teasof China and Japan, which areto a great

oxteut propared with sulpbate of copper. Their biask .
teas arve algo acted upon with chemicads after they have -
had the fice$ infasion for ‘themselves, Such faots as

thes? brought practicaliy before the Medical Frofession

would do noble work, and also the insavilary pqndr@wxy,
of the Chinese peop'e and tactories, . I would interview .
she leading mefhoal men on this subject, and alsa

-attend Sheir sociery meetings snd bring  the matter ag°

prominently before them as possible,

P v v . .
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Schools of Qookery.—There being many such insti- 1

totions in America, I wou'd make it part of my duty
to visit them, and by means of lecinres on * The
Dietetics of Tea” 1 would get them interested in
Ceylon grown prodacts. I would give practicallessons
on the be:t means of infusing and preserving the
fiavor of tea. To each member of the classes a
sample packet would be given, with the names of
dealers in each town from whom Ceylon teas were to
Be had, I wonld also give an occasional small box to
the leading medical men.

" Means of Advertising.—This would be done on as
Jarge n scale and as cheaply as possible, through the
medium of the newspapers, megazines, journals, &o.,
and by handbills; and a native or two would also be
@wade usa of,

. The Press.—I would interview the editors, and
write ghort articles for the varions newspspers and
magezines, &, on tea and its uses, bringing Ceylon tea
prominently to the front as an article of diet.
- Synorsis oF Limorures,

POPULAR LECTUBEE TO THE CONSUMERS IN GENERAL.
. Ceylon.—Its people and their habits, illustrated by
lime-fight, .

Tea.—Its culbivation and manufacture; illustrated
by means of views of estates and models of factories
and machinery.

Ceylon Tea vs. China and Japan—A comparison
of the mode of manufacture in Ceylon and thatof
China and Japan, shewing the advantages of the
cleanly and scientific process adopted here, and the
%mttlva unclean and insanitary conditions of the

hinese and Jepanese with special emphasis on the
mesns adopted by China and fa.pan of doctoring up
old_infused leaves.

The History .of Ceylon Tea.—An aceount of the
r&gx_d_nse end progtess, and the place Ceylon now
holds ‘as & tea producing country.

Demonstrations.—As to way to infuse tea,

LECTUREE TO FHE MEDICAL PROFESSION.
. Manufacture,—~The various processes adopted in
the manufacture of tea.

Chemistry.—The chemistry of tea.

Physiological Action.—Showing itssuperiority over
alcohol as a stimulant and sastaining agent. ‘

Its place in Dietetics,—By practical experiments
to show its value as a dietetic, and to show that

tea per se iz not ipjurious but that it is due
to the bad name given to tem in general owing
0 the chemically prepared teas of China having set
up & lot of disease. .

, LEOTURES TO SCHQOLS OF UOCKERY, ETC.,

.Tewn 23 an Article of Diet.—Practical demonstra-
tions es to its action on digestion by means of
experiments.

eparation.~Lessons on the proper method of
jafusing and keeping tea,

.
o

THE WANARAJAH TEA COMPANY.

The second ordinary general meeting of the chare-
holders of the Wanarajah Tea Company of Ceylon,
Limited, was held on S:pt. 14th, in the offiee of
the Agents and Secretaries, Messrs. Baker and
Hall, 4, Queen Btreet, Colombo. Mr. J. 0. Dunbar
presided, and the others present were Measars. B,
8. Anderson, Thos. Mackie, A. Cantlay, J. Buchan,
R. L. M, Brown (as attorney for Mr. R. Qollin.
son), J, W. Vanderstraaten, and T. W. Hall. By
proxy there were present Messrs. Geo. Noel, H,
M. Alleyn, A. Orchard, 3. J. de Havilland, and
% ﬁ. Huteon, and Margaret Ryan, and Margaret

ollo.

Mr. Harx read the notice calling the macting and
the minufes of the previous meeling which were
duly confirmed. : ’ :

THE EEPORT,
The

CHAIRMAN

then moved the adoption
of the Report of the Directors for the seeond
year of the Ccmpany's working which we

published on the 25th Avgust, He said there was

‘

really nothing to add t6 the Report which the

Direotors had endeavoured to make s full as
possible, being desirous of giving the sbaxchetders
all the information in their power, If sharebolders
had any questions to ask he would do his best to
answer them,

Mr, Brown referring to the statement that the
water-conrse had subsided at the rcad diversion,
asked whether the water-course had now been
put thoroughly in order.

The CuarrvaN replied, that this particular break
had been put in corder, but information bad been
received from the Superintendent that ancther picce
had gone, : :

Mr. Browx asked if that was due to the unusnally
woet weather.

The CmaramMan replicd that it was parily due fo
that, and

Mr, Macxiz added ihat as stated in the Report
it was algo due to the freacherons nature of the soil,

MR. MACKIE'S REPOART,

The CuamsMax then read Mr, Mackie's last repork

as follows :— ‘ ,
Great Western, Talawakelle, Aug. ¥5th. .

Mesars. Baker & Hall, Colombo. .

Dear Bir,—1 beg to inform you that I went over
the Wanarajah Compauny HEstates last week accom-
panied by the other three Upcountry Directors. It
is ugual to give sn outline of the general appearances
of an estate in eendimg in a report; but in the
case of these two estates this is a sume what diffi-
cult matter as the original plantings were not
confined to whole fields, but to patches here and
there where the coffee shewed signs of weakness.

The growth of the bushes thrveughout the estate
is satisfactory, but from the apyesrance of the
older Tea I am of opinion that & considerable
increage of yield would be obtained by a mora
liberal system of cultivation, ana this can only be
%oh by the s.pgli_c&tion of axtificial manures which

would strongly recommend to be taken in handas
carly s possible. . ,

It is well-known that these estates -for many
yoaxs havs been in asomewhat neglected condition—.
no manures, few drains; and indifferent weeding
which give the ridges and exposed parts & washed
out and worn look. .

Bince the Company was formed the draining has to
s considerable extent beeu put in order., There is yef
however & good deal to be done avd a fair allowance
has been made to contivue the work daring the
current seasgon. :

‘WEeDING.—The order and condition under this
heading shews great improvement and it is to be.
hoped that with the careful attention which this
work has, and is now receving a reduction of the
rates will shortly be made. . ‘

Clearing and snpplying.—The Uompany wasfortunate
in having such a large area of virgin forest. The
clearing of 104 mcres planted last year is & success.
The jit is good, the growth well forwsxd, and the
whole has been well sapplied this season.. The
yield from these fields will be laxge and the guality.
should help the selling value of the teas from the
low land. . . S

‘We were unanimous in coming to the conclusion. .
that funds shculd be provided to open the remain-
ing 99 acres of forest this season. The plantings
under the coffee are only of average growth, but
when the bushes are relieved of the shade and.
roots of the coffee trees they will have a better
chance of developing.

As one good, or_even average, coffes crop does not
succeed another, the trees that are bearing well thia
year should be removed immediately after crop,
but any good parts likely to be remunerative the
following season shoald be left. .

Fuel Trees.—~A considerable sum was spent on
nurseries, and planting. not only through the estate
generally, but on the abandoned ravines and sieep’

river faces owing to the steep and weedy naturgef -
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