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18 THERE TO BE A BOOM IN CAFFEINE

AND TEA REFUSE?

Mr. T. Ohristy, the well.known wholesale
Drog-denler, &o., has been asking of trisl
gemples of ¢ tea debris,” that portion of the
leal, he says, mot used by the planters, in order
to, make experiments for the extraction of ¢ oaf-
foine.”: At present this is mainly got from * tea
refose” obtained from the London warehouges;
but’ surély the planters could give something
more sditable, it the value be worth their trouble.
Ouffeine is evidently getting scarce and we find
in an ‘American paper the following information
of gpecial interest to tea planters:— -

Tae Posirion or OarrmINg.~Oaffeire 18 one of the |

articles of minor importance in. the drag market, and
yetit ‘i today receiving oon-iderable attenticn by
vouson of its gearcity. It iz practically in the coutrol
of three manufactorers and yet comparatively little
information is obusinable regarding the state of the
markets abroad. Laat Qotvber the price was $2.10
pot pound, but early in January it advavced to $2.15
at 2.20, and g little later to $2.30 at 2.40, at which it
ruled firmly until about two weeks ago, when our
‘market reporta indicated a fartber advance. That
there shoald be any scarcity of tea sweepiogs, from
whidh caffeine is made is considered very improbable,
inasmuch as Englishmen’ drink just as much tea
as thoy ever did. It hasbeen suggested that mana-
facturers have worked up all the-crude stock they had
and #o0ld heavily against it, and that they wili now
"be bblriged to await the next deliveries of the sweepings
“from the London warehouses, which, according to the
termis of the contracs they have with the Goveroment,
arymade at stated intervals. Xt is naderstcod thad
the ‘contraoct is lor a year, aud that it still has eight
mooths to'ran. As scon as the next deliveries ars
made ivia thought the scarcity will be relieved. On
“the othier- hand, ¢he suggestion is offered, that inas-

much’ a3 the bulk of the teas vow sold in England are -

‘eultivated in Oeylon, dealers are so anxions to main.
1ain the advantsge tixey have thas far secured over the
“Chinere teas, that they exercise greatcare in protect-
ing thelr product, hence there is ‘comparatively little
waste:  If this view is the correot one, it would appear
that the sesrcity will besome permaocent., _
Tpto about shree yearsago all osffeine was made
in Germany, though the tea Bweepings were obtained
in England, The British Government, ever ready fo
protect its revenue, refused to allow the swcepivgs of
the warehouses to be sold in England for fear of their
‘being used for consumption in place of the leaf, and
the Exdhequer thus defranded of ‘s cortain ameunt of
revenue. All sweepings were shipped abroad and sold,
ftinuips}ly to Germany, but Euglish chemical manu-
acturers protested »o vigorously thatthe Government
expretged a. willingness to permit their use in England,
provided they could be rendered urfit for domestic
‘uge. - A scheme wasg bit upon, whereby they were vou~
dered unfit for the making of anything but caffeine
through * an admixture of ssafcetida liquor and the
mapufactare of this very important drng commenced
‘in. London, where the bulk of it is now made, bnt one
German manufacturer remaining in the business.
- What does Mr. Coehran say to the extraction of
caffeine from the large leaves of the tea bush, or
from the factory “reéd leaf” out here; but no
. doubt the ehemical processes required can be far
more economically ocarried out in eush large
Chemical Works as those of Messrsa. Bohringer
at Mannheim, and others.
. s . N - . - 4 - N o ’ )
' OPENING TP A NEW PLANTING
" THE PALLEGAMA GRANT.—Mr, Ross Wright, who
bes eharge of the Pallegams Grand Aisgsocia;tioxi
Company’s lsnd in North Matale, is opening up
« what may be called & new distrios for tropical produncts;
“The work he has before him is onerous, as all 1ew
clearing work is, aud in this caseit is‘ doubly difficn't
3 ’

by reason of the fact that he is far removed frem othes
estater, and bas to rely solely upon himself. His nearess
pneighbour is Mr. Frarer, of Brae, goodness knows
how many feet above him, and fourteen miiles as
the crow flies. My, Wright lives at prerent in the
Korale’s honge, in which he bas two rooms, bat an
upstair bungalow is being built for him on the
ectates which wiil make him more comfortable
when finirhed, He has already felled about 300
acres, and they are ali burnt off, strips of juogle
being left bers and there to provide shelter and to
keep out too much light. When the North-East
raonsoon sets in he will p'ant up the whole 300 acres
with cocoa, cosonuts, Liberian  coffee, and Arabian
coffee. Cotton and chilliea are to be planted in
between the rows of the coconut trees. It will thus
be seea thathe basa laborious task before him snd
a very anzious time. Mr, Ross Wright assures ns
that in all his experience of Ceylon he never saw such
magnificent jaogle and soil as is to be found on the
p;'operty of which bhe has charge. We can only say
that we shill watch the result of the experiment
which is beirg undertaken in this new distriot with
great interest, and we hope tbe success attained by
the Associs‘ion will induce ‘others to take up land
in the vicinity—of which there iz an abundsnce—so
that ia time g large district may be formed on the
banksof the Amban-ganga.—Lioeal * Times,”

-
FOREST CONSERVANCY.

We have to acknowledge receipt of the adminis.
tration report for 1893 of Mr. A. ¥. Broun, Con-
gervatar of Forests, which geepis to be of a very
complete charaster. Todsy we can only gunote
the following paragraphs:i— ' ,
SALFS OF FOREST LAND,

Génsidemble alarm has been expressed of late to

the effect that Government is allowing forest lands

to be sold for purposes of extending ten ‘cultivation.
Whether it iz-advisable to sell more land for tes is a
question which*it is hardly my duty to deal with, but
all applications for large lots of land which are sent
to me by Government Agents atre carefully considered,
and if in my opinion the land should be reserved, I
decling to agree to the sale. Thus at the end of the
year 1 requested the Hon. the Cevernment Agent,
Ceuntral Province, o delay the sale of a bloek-of 1,000
acres of forest land mear Laxapana until I had
inspected it. My inspection satisfied me of the
desirability of reserving the blockwith the rest of the
Adam’s Peak forest to which it belongs,and the sale
was withdrawn, It is potlikely that blocks of forest
will be set up for sale uvless they are too small for
reservation, or unless their position renders them of
little use to the Government.
OPENING OF THE HAPUTALRE EXTENSION,

The openiog of the Hapntile Extension has rens
dered mocessible for exploitation the large streteh of
forasts’ between Nanu-oya and Haputale. A portion-
of these forests will yield the fuel for working the
trains on the. extension, but large areas are available
for the supply of timber and firewood 6 estates.
The freights on the railway sare unfortanstely bigh,
and the prices of produce brought oat of the
forests must of necessity cover something miorethan
the price of transport. If, however, the rates on
freight of timber are reduced we should be-able to
satisfy all the requirements of the acuntry nenr the
reallway.

GAME LAWS. . S

I8 cannot be said that ¥be Game Laws are sufficient
to prevent the slaughter of wild apjmals in the low.
country. The imposition of an export duty on hides
has, no doubt, done some good. It will. only ] be
when the game will be able, ag in, Indiay to retire
within resérved forasts that it will have a chance of
avoiding the annual butchery, The only portion of
the 1sland where the game is on the inorease is in
the bills, and there the Game Laws are hardly neces-
sary. Elk and deer are rarely shof in the hills,
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and the paeks of hounds Bept. by sporting membiys
of the planting commeunity aré hardly sufficient to
keep. down the game. The cpen. seagon is now the

most anfavourable one for hunting, and rome owned

bave been. obliged to sell their hoynds in coneequence.
The, Forest Depariment plantations st Nuwara Eisa
and Nenuoya are suffering muach from .the . aftacks
of xed. deer and ,elk,  In tome places as. new p'acis
“gre pob in they are broweed down. Y should not be
surprised to  bear, that privaty properties suffec in

the spme- way. It would be therefore cesiratle fo

make somwe provisions for hkeeping the game down
within ressonable limits.. - o

. PROPJSED FORESTRY BRANCH AT' THE SCHOOL OF
C "’ AGRICULIURB. _ T
Owing to the courtesy of the Government of Indis,

and, in. 1894 .two rangers are to be sent from bere.
It hes, bowever, struck me that, with the present staff
of the Agricnjtural Bohool, together with some sddi-
Siops from -the Forest Department, it woold be

possible to give to onr rangers-ard.guards, and also |

o, epndidaes for sppointcent in those grades, a

- .traiving which, slthough not equsl to that cbtainable -

at.the Indian schepl, would materially belp in a pro-
per and eareful treatment of our ferests. Large sums
of money sare no doubt epent on the Dehes Dun
schoo} ; the best Proftwsors are obtained from all
parts of India, and an experience of thicteon yesrs
bhas now shown the best way to impart a prsctical
knowledge ot foresiry and its sppendant reiences,

ihd.‘We' cannet hope all at oncs to compete with ' 
‘Diebira. But, whereas this Government cannot affurd

to'send ‘wmobre ‘than three cr four men at' atime for

% lobgihered perind of time to a distant place like -

the porth of Indis, it may be more practicabla to
have classes in Colombo and to teach firestry inthe
very forests in which efficers will be ealled upoa to
_practise it. I have therefore been ordered by Goveru-
went to dizcuss - the matter with the Direstor of
Public. Instruetion, who has kindly offered to give all
‘the sssistacce possible. Thefinal proposals have not
‘yéb gone in, bat we ghall submit them before lorg.

.. The receipts for 1893 amcnnted to R865,758 (as
ngainst 462,427 in 1893} and the charges to R404,756
{88 tgainst 475,491 in the previous year.) :

~ TEA DRINKING IN JAPAN AND CHINA

-+ To take a cup of social tea in China and Japan ie
not cnly a-pleasure, as it is with us, but g selemn daty
“Pborn of generations of custom. ¥# ¥ Tha delicate

straw-coloured ‘beversge which is consumed in Japan

. Jiffers very mnterially from the infusion called te£ ab
“home, * ¥ * The teapot e heated with hot water
betore the tea is pat in, then hot water, not boiling, is
poured -over-:the leiver, and immediately poured
..on and off, hut:it is never ailowed to stayd en the
= Jeaves more than a minule, - - PR
o - Jn wost. houses g kettle of water is alwess o the
- kil gohi, a sert of portable stove, re emb'ing & brazier,
-.gad Abis . ie set before. the. tea-maker, who watcbes

.the-bubb'es and steam with as much avxiety s if

.-the {ate .of the. whele Kmpire depended npon the
water being - uaed at. s certain instaltt,
. and. wowen meke tes 80 daintily and deftly that it
.18 a perfeck delight to wath them. ** « R
. .. Bbe, natives themgelves use neither miflk n » sogar
-.in their pale, yellow tea, but when they ean get u cap
of what they eall China tea—which is a greit treat,
for they prefer it jo their pyn-—ihey mse “all the
trimmings=,’ ®%¥~ - 7 ,
¢ The Banko teipots, ®ith'{ e plainly vizible thumb
- -marks, sre mtoh prized by-the Japanese, but a tiny
itodtpot of Kaga waro, with-ten' cops-the Japanese
- Hozen: orset—is the one ™Mdést Gommonly seeti, Some
of+the fine tka sets cost-fabmlows Hiimd, -~ .
- Many of the old familios have'brass or fron ket'les
~chemutiful and -’ dr:istic, which thay proudly shew, and
rdetlage that shéy have ‘ecme d wi t4 thein'by dirdct
- ipheritanece ﬁ’?}?’ apcestcrd who Bsel thom' eix and

LT
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seven bundred years ago. A story ia told of one of
the Shoguns, who, heing véry fond of tea, rather
unserupulously gratified bis taste for fine ketiles-by
robbing: the pagodas of Buddhiat temiplés of theé Brass
rings that surmountéd them, and used the metal
thus gerurel for casting a kettle, which he declared
gave “ no barsh taste to the water,” #¥%#* . .
The Chinede gre 'as invaterate tea-drinkers eft the
Japanese,” but they use leavés p-epared-in a differgnt
way ® ¥ % ' ' R

The Chinese keep always a kettle of wﬂat-ﬁnﬁing

| over the brazier ready io mske tes ah i moment's

notice, for po visitor ever goes to.a hounse withons

offered tea ¢n mriving and departing. They
ase beilirg wa’er, and ponr it over the dry tea in
each cup. Amnong the bstler olass, a cup shaped

gome of our superior offiers béve beem shle to | like & small bowl j8 used with .a saucer which is a

study. st the ¥mperial Forest School at Dehra Danm, -

Yittla lers in diameéter then the top of the bowl, and
is nsed for a cover when the fea is brewing., When
the boiling water is prured over the tea, it is ‘coversd
for the space of two cx thres mirules, by which tims
tho leaves have unfolded avd fallen to the hoftom
of the cup, leaving the tea clear and del'ciously
fragrant.® * * B } .
The Chinese hiive & variety of {éapote, most cf
them muech larger than the toy things of the Japarese,
and many of themt keptina baskst cogy, The handles
or hails are often bambgo or meral, similar to. tke
do-bin ot the Japanese.—* The Lady,” Aug. 9. .

PIASSAVA FIBRE, .

On my way to Cape Ooast I poticed a small quantity
of Pinssava Fibre being shipped from Appam. This
valoable fikre is obtained from  the %ﬂm, which  is
86 commion and plentiful in this part of the eolany,
namely, ** Raphia Vinifers,” It is s very importsné
product, being worth K from £45. 16 £60 psx ton
aseording to quality.* Grest ingerest is at prosen$
thown in England in the discovecry of similar fibres
‘0 this, and tliere is » good market for them, but
the ruoply is very emall, owing chiefly, I think. tp
‘the difficulty experienced in éxtrivotirg snil elesning

meke enquiries and endeavour tfo obtain information
respecting suitable machinery. for cleaning: snd.pre-
paring the fibre which information, if I am sble to
_procure it shall be published in my wext. repoxt.—ir,
“ . Orowther's Report, Gold Conast, R
SELECTED ENGLISH PATENTS-:' '
Tes.—No. 15817.—The Waygood-Tapholme. Grocers
Machinexry Co.; Ld., and % Tupholme, Falmouth
Road, London.—Relates to apparatus for eutting,
_equalizing and blending tea. The eutting apparatus
conaists in & pair of the usual cellular rollers: and two
"knives A in confact. therewith, which are fixed en -
shafts B carrying levers conneoted by a spring Pawls
_are pivoted on the levers and are usually supported
by the fixed checks, but’ when nails, stones, or-other
articles push back either of the knives a littls, the
‘corner. of the pawl moves in to gear with a cam
_on the roller shaft, and the lever C is_thereby pushed
far¢her Wsug, go that thg knife A is turned sufficiently
. e foreign body to pass. The spring D thex
' brings the kiife backto the cutting position.. From
the enttor the tea falls upon a fravelling band, to which
other teg may alsd be supplied, ard . couveyedto s
mizx'ng-eylinder containing three canted wings ard two
bayonet sided trihvdrops which duting a'few révoln-
- tions of the .drum, effect the blend:ng. The deér of
the drum is opened and closed by a peir of racks
thereon, which can be. pot into gear with two
piniong ‘on shafts abcve and. below, operated. res-
geehvdy-b¥~a-pulley with au endless rope, and by a
and-wheel, From: the mixing drum the tes ghdss
gently into troughs. in which scoops fit. .easily. Or
the tea may be delivered into a chest bya travelling
belt. For delivery into bins on the: fioor. below: & -
r eelver or carriage js used having four irianguler,

m—r—y

| * Written two yoars ago—Ep. Tud, i -
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the fibre. Tt is chiefly used for broghwsking. I will



