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“Perm anent Crop C linic” (PC C ) concept has been introduced to  Sri Lanka in 
2009 as a  pilot project in selected districts. W ith prom ising results, Departm ent o f 
A griculture decided to expand the program  throughout the island from 2012 onwards. 
The m ain objective o f  the PCC is to provide better advice on pest m anagem ent to  farmers 
w hen their crops are ill, especially focusing on Integrated Pest M anagem ent (IPM ) 
techniques. PCC are conducted by Plant specialists (A griculture Instructors) a t perm anent 
places, and the date and time o f  the clinic will be inform ed to  farmers through posters, 
SM S, and at farm er organization m eetings. A t the PCC, the plant specialist makes a 
diagnosis after observing a  sam ple brought by farm ers and the farm er w ill receive a 
w ritten prescription. A copy o f  the prescription is sent to  the plant protection service o f  
DOA and data m anagem ent s ta ff  upload its content onto the Plant w ise online data 
m anagem ent system  to develop a  database from w hich researchers, extensionists and 
policy m akers can draw inform ation on the crop pest situation in Sri Lanka. The data base 
also allow  program  m anagers to  m onitor activities and identify training needs while plant 
specialist can increase their know ledge and the quality  o f  diagnoses and advices could be 
im proved further.


