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“ OYER-PRODUCTION " OF TEA—~AND

: NEW  PRODUCTS, -

COCONUTS, LIBERIAN COFFEE, CACAO,
e RUBBER, &c. ‘ T

" 'We-call attention to a letter in another column as
illustrating the way in which thoughtful planters are
donsidering how to ingure themselves against the
risks involved in “ Overproduction ” and still lower

prices for tea. One exceedingly practicel suggestion
—alveady acted on to our knowledge in a namber
of cases—is for lowcouniry estate owners to add
poconut palms to their tea fields, It is siated
that the  palms, even when grown up, do.no harm
~'to- tha tea, and the Peradeniya estate iy offerad
gs evidencs. But our correspondent forgets that

Peradeniys has' an exceptionally rich soil—eo.

rich that in olden times it wasg specially selected
as tho gite of a. sugay. catate, Wa soarcely think

that in the generality of the lowcoustry, cogonuts |

and- tea would continue for any long period fo
prosper well together : we should expsct the bushes
immediately’ round .the palms after a oertain
number of yeénrs rather to suffer. Nevertheless,
we are quite clear as o the wisdom ol the experi-
ment in very many instances and it is a matber
of very great importance indeed that the low-
cotintry  tea planter shonld know he hss other
snd profitable * strings to his bow " besides an
overproduded staple. Indged, thera are saveral more
products besides the palms to be considered : in the
Polgahawela district there are fiekds where cacao,
Liberian coffee and tea seem to grow and orop
fairly well together. g
-gome of- the righet' rubber-yielding

been added freely to the tea fields,

If therefore lowoountry- tes plantations do not |

oocupy. B0 strong a position—in consequence of the
quality of their teas—as those in the higher re-
gions, the dieadvaniege may be balanced by the

greater choice of other products which may, in-

cortain eventualities, be cultivated along with iea.
Some of thege—rubber, Liberian coffee, caocad
and even the palms—may flourish up to 2,000 fest
abave sea level : under favourable circumstances
even higher. But thete ig & limit and then we
may ask what can be added to tea in the higher
regions, especially . from 4,000 feet upwardg ? Our
correspondent mentions the plantivg of cinchons.
There is not mueh hope in that direotion with
Java holding sway through her very rich barks.
Tor the improveseni of the ted ficldd themselves,
fo diversify their’ appeatance and to secure a stock
of fuel #f not timber, there is' nothing better, we
gappose, than to plant the fields all over—atpropér
digtanges, sy 30 to 40 feet apart?—with * gre-
. vyilleas.” Practical men.are very sirong that these
trees absolutely benefit the tea,—that their shedding
of leaves alome is as good as & * gurface manur-
ing.” There are’ a great number of plantations
throughout the: billcouniry, already well eoversd
with grevilleas and from none hdve we heard
any complaint ; while two cases especially, have
. been held up to us as special illustrations of the
great advantage of the process. Those ars Mouni
Vernon esiate, Dimbula, and Dambulagalie and’
Pitakanda estates, Mafale Bast. Nodoubt there ave
others, equally -well planted up; bat Wwe name the
first places we think of, for the bencfit of any
goeptioal esiate owners; [or, we feel sure, that Messre.
Cantlay and Fraser will not object if auch choose
to go and see for themselyes. Wae have not referied
here to experiments with minor or newer produote
of more or less interest, and whioh individual planters
—gtudying the Tropical dgriculturist from time to
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_ poriunity offers.

In the Kalutara diatrict,.
plants have -

time—will no doubt carry on ai-leisure or op-
THere  may . sny day, through
some discovery or, change of habit . in Harope, set
in & phenomenal demsnd for Coci, Kols or some
othier product more or less tried in- Ceylon, but
for which at present the mé&rket may Beem very
limited. Tea in its oultivition and preparation
requires & grest deal of aitention, and in neither
department” has perfection by any means been
attained ; but among our enterprising - and in-
telligent Ceylon -planters there are sure to be
maay who will never be content to run 'aloﬁg‘o_l‘.&
grooves merely, or to cease from further experi-

tents both with the old and with new ;’:raangs;

“# OVERPRODUCTION * OF TEA AND KEW
PRODUOTS, AND GOOD ADVICE FOR LOW-

COUNTRY TEA PLANTERS,
‘ 22nd Juane,

Dear Bir,—Your leading article (see above)
on ¢ Overproduction,” was to the point and
very ably - “demonstraled what must - appear
the inevitable result of the present anxiety to add
more acres to the already large tea area. Yours
geemed the voige of a prophet, and methinks
your own wordd alarmed you, and you tried to
comfort yourself and others by quoting the testimony
from a Church’ Missionary, and then hug yoursell
in the belief that it is quits safe to go on uptil
India and Ceylon produce: 160 additional million
Ib. of teal Qad you think so, but you cannot
too ‘siremgly press on all owners of loweouniry tes
estateg tho necessity and advisability of planting all
their tea lands with coponuts; They have only
to go and looK at that fine fie ti of tea and goconuts
near the Peradeniya Railway station, to. sonvines
them how well both cultivations thrive together.
The problem is- a. more difficult one go far ag the
higher estates sre concerned, Cinchona at present
priceg does not offsr much. enconragement here;
yet 1 heve seen young lea fields regularly planted
throughont with this now (so -far as Caylon is

‘gonaerned) almost .defunct produet.

It theore is npothing else we can lurm to, we
must use every endeavour to push our teas in
other. markets, and the guestion is, are we con-
tributing encugh' money. by the continuation ot

- this 10 ats, per 1001b.? Would it not pay us

better to double this amaunt aud give our repre-
gontative a free hand to advertise and push our
teas in the way he thought best amongst ¢he
wholesale deslers, and render to the fhirty a
monthly statement of the resulf of hig labours ?
Would this be interféring with private enterprise ?
Would he npot ba helping merchants here, by in-
troducing new buyers to them ? Axe our interssts

| and those of the Colombo merchants, not en &

psr with ths Indian tea growers and the Oslouits
merchants ? Whythen cannot we work . on similar
lines 7-~Yours traly, - OLD . PLANTHR,

A CEYLON CINCHONA COMPANY.

. The twellth annual report of the Patiagima
Cinchona Company (Limitad), of Qsylon, has just
been prosented {o thesharcholders. The direstors
regret thai tha repors iz not so favourabla ag had

- bean hoped af the commencemont of ths seaszon.
- Actual working of the year shows a small margin

of 1,263-28r. Tha dirvectors recommend that . ¢hs
total balance now at orddit of profit-and loss
acgount, say 9,123-15r., should be appropriated in
reduction of suspsnse account, which represents
the loss incurred in. workiong the estate previons fo
1890, whilst the tes {which is now %he stuple
product of the company) was cominginto bearing.
—Chenvist and Druggist. )
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