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, B@I—TISH NORTH BOBNEQ NOTES :—
A - GENERAL.

PR . . R ,.. - sept'- 1}
The Japanese who came by the * Memmon " have
been obtained for the eststes by Mr, 8. A. Korczki.
They ‘pay . their own - passaged. “~and require no
advances. R _

A delightful innovation in our rides in Sendakan
was . infroduded lately by s lady Wwho invited her

trienda to. ¢ & Moonlight ride and return 4o supper.*’

The. pight ‘was beautifully fine and the riding party
pulled up under the coconut trees at Tata’s Compong
and, silting on a log on the beach, sang songs,
and the natives dsclared they were * hantus”
(ghosts) ; & ewift ride brought them back to supper
—and 0 home! ... ~ - T

Byte.—Coflqe goming on well, bushes locking very
gtrong ‘and ‘healthy, little-picking in progress almast
daily, Mamla hemp also doing well.  Advantage
is beinig taken of the rains to plant padi, hemp,
. gottor and eoconuts. ' :

Loony Piasow.—A. slight flush ‘of blogsom on the

older pofice (14 months of age.) .Ground being
- oleared. for fresh glapt‘i'ng, Coconnés also  being
put xn.—Bp M B" ef’aztz- - .

, . o ‘ :
NEWS FROM THE CENTRAL PROVINCE :
- PLANTING AND OTHERWISE.
i (Notes by * Wanderer.")
. . Oct, 8.
Coeoa,—Liaet advices from Liondon, Sept. 15th,
are to. . following = effeot:—‘¢ Prices  for Ceylon
dropped 28 at last Tuesday’s ssles. The quality
of Coylon eocos from reoemt arrivals is not
up to’ the old standard, but the low price
and ‘depressed market are due to the absence of
the Amerlean defmand and csmpetition of Java.
Corrgt is firm for all good coloury sorts. The
stocks in BEurope are small ; but the receipts in Rio
aad Santos are about one-third larger than last year,

The forward quotations for fair Channel Rio are |

68s for September and 63s for December,

GovesymeNnT Exnrymoncerst.—We pan safferd to |
have new Steanmi DBarges for our Governor and

Electrie Light in his Qolombo Palase ; but & subsidy

oannof be thought-of when inseat - pésis are threat- |
enittig our sfaple commodiiies, tea -and cacmo.” Aska |-
cacaa planter what' keeps his crops down? Inseot

pests, Ask” thio tea planter what is his bogie?

Ingeof pests. “Ask thelnative cultivator what takes the |

- gilt off his gingerbread. Inseot pests? Inseot pests,
8o the Northern assoaiation is busy trying to
Convince s man against his will - .
- -He’s of the same opinion still. ‘
The. Governor hag - made up his mind that there
is t0 be no special legislation to protectthe cacao
platiter be he Huropean or native.. 4 cacao plan-

ter in Kurunegala told me he paid morefor watch- |
ing than he aid to secure his crop. Nijee state of |

maters in eivilized Ceylon, .

~ Rosan Porxes | Ruman NonseNse |—The native
headman must. be paid what he has logt in com-
- miggion for oollecting paddy tax at fhe expense of
tke cacao growere, . ’

vesiilin

THE OINCHONA-PLANTERS DIRGE.

What would be the fesling of Mincing Lane if a
Loudon cinchona:broker were to rise gravely from his
rosiram  after & disappoiuting day’s eale, and recile
algpd an * Ode to the Hard TPimes ' before closing
the ‘proeeedings with the:conveational * Gentlemen,
we'%ré-much obliged”” ? The seene may beimagiued,
it csnno be described. Yet an inaident on sll-fours
with sach a shecking display of unseemly leviky oc-
curred at @ recent meeting of Dateh busipess men,

" § the date July

of all people io the wexld! The scene was in Java,
14 last, ‘=nd the odeasion the annual -
general meeting of the Java -Cinchona-planters’ As-
socistion. The chief subjécts 6n the agenda were the
prospects of the ‘cinehons-tiade, the tea-business,. .
snd the soul-stirring - quesfion,  bimetallism. . The
Pregidens, Mr. @, Mundf, resd a paper on the cin=,
chona ountlook, teking for his text an editorisl srticle

' in the Chemist and Drugyist of March 81, and then .

ohgerving that this concluded the agenda, drew from
his pocket an ‘“Qde” ta which he regaled the

' asgembly. The ¢ Ode,” or dirge, turned out to be

a paredy on the famous old German student’s song,
* 0, alte Burschenherrlichkeis, wohin bist du versch-
wauden,” and appears to have been received in a -
siletice broken only by the suppressed sobs of those
who failed to control their ewotions. The verses .
were written in Gexmoan, but, husivess being slack in
the drug-trade, the C. & D, man has found time to
tarn ¢ Qeco. {
English the presidential effort, keeping ss closely as
possible to the German original and preserving the dog-
Latin chorus charaoterigtic of the German * Commers-
bush?* More than onoe . the traunslator was on the.
point of - throwing np the sponge, but ‘the thought of
the satill unsppropriated Laureate’s butt of sherry .
inspired him with strength to hold ou! until the -
end, If anyone feels inclined to make light of his .
difficulties, let him gttempt to retransiste the effasion in-
to Dutch, not even pecessarily of the double variefyi—
THE CINCHONA-PLANTERS' WAIL.
O glorious bark-trade days of yore,
Bay, whither are ye banished ?
Will ye return with gold galore ?
Areye for over vanished? . . .- o
*T'were vain to try that problem’s knot;
The shilling unit’s gene to pot. .
O jerum, jerum, jerum !
. O guae mutatio reywml
The gquinive-masers roll in oof,
Stone-broke are all we groweral
From us Dame Fortune holds alco,
On them hexr wealth she showers, -
Happy the man who ’seaped our fate, °
On some secluded coffee-pstate!
- O jerum, &6
The Planters’ Club is in a fright,
» No.remedy they wot of;
' Foll. many empty words they write,
Statistics they've 4 lot of !
But action never comes to pasg,’
THere’s no dsprit de corps, alas |
O'jﬂ’l'um; &e. .
The Governmeént’s plantations grow
Thoy Toupy bhey SUEID. Uiy plar, th
Oy rean, €] Py {:] 244 4} ~
'rl{e plal.,r'ners’y dander ri{eg, b they sow ;
In vulgsr Dutch thelr wrafh they vent:
¢ Portz-Himmel-tausend-Sackament »'{
O jerum, &o.

Ag Dante said, thers is no greater pain than the
recollection of happy times in days of mieory, The

{ * Qde,” as printed in the official proceedinge, with

never' & word of commént, looks bald enough, bus

who shall tell what agonics the unhappy President -~

had borne before he thus burst, forth
And it'it be trae that
’ . . . . Most wretched men .

‘Were crailed in o postry by wrong,

They leatned in suffering what they taught in song, -
what & terrible load of responsibiliy rests upon the .
Quinine-makers’ eombination which prévents the
Piantors from earning an bonsst crust! The Ode,
we ‘may add, may be sung to the fune of Linther's
well-known hymin,—Madres Mail. . ' :

INDIA TEA PLANTING.
Genwral.—Upper and Lower Assam have ex- -

into rhyme?

| perienced untavourable weather. In spite of this,

leal is reported #s plentiful, but not of good gaslisy.
Oachur, Sylhet and Scuth Sylhet gardens have had
good weather for growth, Darjiling, Terai and
Daars had no better weather than last reported, bus.
lategs raports from the Terai anncunca 8 change for -
-the better, Mosquito blight is exeeptionally bad in-

the Duars and Terai, and still increases,~The °
Planter, 8ept, 28, . R ] :

i

poet ”* for once, and to vender-into '



