
Sept, i , 1894.] THE TROPICAL AGRICULTURIST m

r  : ------ —— -
To the Editor.

LIBERIAN COFFER PLANTING.
Djsia S i b , —Now that the planting of this 

product ia being taksn up rapidly, there has been 
some. discussion as to the distance the plants 
should be put but. When first introduced it was 
planted 12 feet apart—a ridiculous distance. Id 
its ta 'ive habitat there are veritable giants re­
quiring . even more space than a circumference of 
SO feet. There even are exceptional trees here, and 
in very rich localities, I can point to certain trees 
in the island of exceptional growth, both topped 
and untopped trees, covering much ground and 
yielding crop at the rate of 20 cwt. per 
aore 1 In really good and new soils 6J
feat apart is a fair distance, but 5 feet 
by 5 feet is a much better distance, and in very 
poor soils 5 ,by 4 or 4J by 4J. But even in the 
latter soils 5 feet apart is preferable, aod the plants 
should be aided after two years with manure. 
Where cacao is planted, it is, of course, a sheer 
waste to allow the intervening ground to yield 
nothing, and Liberian coffee can well be put out 
an i made to yield up to the 8th or 10th year, when 
the cacao will then only need ground as orchard 
trees. Much of the little existing Liberian ooffcB 
plots want treatment sadly. Not so mneh as to 
manuring as handling and pruning. Toe tree 
is best topped at 5J feet, nos lower than 5 feet 
Certainly. The lower primaries die out very slowly; 
the upper and last set particularly grow out 
and throw excellent secondary and tertiary branches 
forming an immense umbrella covering the ground. 
To attain this the Use of the knife for suckers, 
bad wood, and spindtey off-shoots is indispensable. 
All this haB to be attended to after the first bum­
per crop in 3 to 3J years bas been taken in. Five 
years hence the best selling tea estates will ’ be 
those with a reserve of cacao and Liberian to­
gether or separately of onc-fourth the extent cf 
the estate at least. I t will be very desirable that 
all those who have had some experience with this 
coffee should occasionally furnish hints end help 
each other to carry on its cultivation p ro p e rly  and 
th o ro u g h ly  and not in a spasmodio and experimental 
fashion as hitherto. T. S. T.

P .S .—.In 1880 or 1881 a field of 32 acres in the 
Kalutara district was planted 6 feit by 6 feet. 
The “  S| fiukling” or maiden crop was little'over 
300 bushsls of parchment, which, at 114 25 per 
bushel, was a damper. The coffee was roct d 
up sharp, and never gave its bumper. Six feet 
apart was even then held as too far, and the 
soil too oabooky and not fit for coffee. The pulper 
used was an experimental one of Messrs. Walter 
& . Co-, and 1 believe it has been considerably 
improved since the enterprise in the Straits began 
to' rise. We must not be beaten, so long as 
even a small percentage of coffee planters are 
BiiU in the island.

P LAN TS  AND NITROGENOUS FOOD.
D e a b  Sib,—lie jour p a ra  a b o u t th e  “  fe r t i l iz in g  

action  o f  e le c t r ic i ty ,"  th e r e  m ay  be ra id  to  b e  tb re  
k n o w n  so u rc e s  fro m  w h ich  g row ing  v e g e ta tio n  
d er,vea  U s n i t ro g e n o u s  food  : (1) w hat m ay  be ca lled  
th e  com m on aon ree , n am e ly , from  decom posing  
o rg an ic  m a tte r  w h ich  y ie ld s firs t am m o n ia  a n d  th e n ,  
by o x id a tio n , n i t r  c  a d d  : (2) th e  n itro g e n  com pound*  
fo llow ing  op  n  t h e  u n io n  o f  n itro g e n  a n  I oxygen  
iu  th e  a tm o sp h e re  u n d e r  th e  influence ot e le c tr ic ity  ; 
(3 ) th e  th i rd  a n d  la s t, a n d  m o s t recen tly  d itc o v e red  
so u rce  i s t r ; « ; a b 'o  to  th e  ac tio n  o f  ce rta in  o rgan ism s 
ta ile d  “  b ao te ro i. B”  w hich  oooupy th e  ro o t tuberolcB , 
found -on c e r ta in  leg u m in o u s and e th e r  p la n ts

a n d  a re  ab le  to  b r in g  ab o u t th e  c o m b in a tio n  >ef th e  
e le m e n ts  o f th e  a tm o sp h ere . T h e re  is  n o  d o u b t ' th a t  
th e  p re v a le n c e  o f th u n d e rs to rm s  e x e r ts  n o  l i t t le  
in f lu e n ce  on  th e  fe rtility  o f o u r  t r o p ic a l  fo il. 
V is ito rs  f ro m  th a  W e s t h ave  w o n d ered  h o w  th e  w h ite  
s a n d  o f  c in n a m o n  es ta te s  can  su p p o r t a  h e a l th y  
g ro w th  o f th e  sprcey  bush  a s  w e l l  a s  o f  lu x u r ia n t 
fo rm s o f w ild  vege ta tion , w h e re  th e  so il is  p ra c ti­
c a b ly  d e s t itu te  o f organic m a tte r  w hich  sh o u ld  su p p ly  
th e  n ece ssa ry  n itrogenous food . T h e  m o s t re a so n ­
a b le  e x p lan a tio n  of v eg e ta tio n  flo u rish in g  on  
a p p a re n tly  p u re  m in e ra l m a t te r  i s  t h a t  th e  so il’s  
su p p ly  o f  com bined  n itro g e n  is  d n e  to  t h e  in flu en ce  
o f e le c tr ic  d isch arg es in  th e  a tm o sp h e re , s in c e  th e re  
does n o t  seem  to  be sufficient ev id en ce  fo r  su p p o s in g  
t h a t  “  b ac te ro id a”  a re  p re s e n t in  su c h  s i tu a tio n s  
c s  a g e n ts  f o r  th e  supply. T h e re  i s  n o  d o u b t t h a t  th a  
“  m ild”  m onsoon , w ithou t th e  nsua l acco m p an im en t o f 
J o v e ’s  a r t i l le r y ,  is  p ro p o rtio n a te ly  b e r e f t  o f  i t s  
f e r t i l iz 'n g  p o w e r.—Y ours t ru ly ,

AGRICULTURIST.

CEYLON TEA AND NEW MARKETS BY 
AN INDIAN TEA PLANTER.

July 18 th.
Deab Sib,—I have watched your paper with head 

interest on tea matters, especially as regard new 
markets. Yon are determined to pash your teas as 
they are, and with very good reason too I  must 
admit, as I  believe that the bulk of year toss, 
though not equally strong to the Indian teas, ate 
really more suited to the majority of consumers.

Your teas are not so well suited for mixing, so 
that practically India has the burden of supporting 
and “ passing off ” the 30 to 50 millions of China 
tea. This little operation equalizes, matters ; India 
makes strongr r tea, but the whole average of India 
and Ceylon will,be very much alike.

I  sea that you are divided between Tom-toms 
and Bonuses. Same of you would ** bruit ” your 
teas and pour them through the eyes and ears of 
your intended customers. Others again would 
get at the ' ' t a p s ” (so to speak) and 'by  the 
pressure of a percentage, would tnrn on the Ceylon, 
and tnm off the China tap.

I  myself am only a common or garden planter 
of India. Perhaps yon really do try end make tea 
to snit all tastes, -and 1 know nothing of it. And 
my interest in the matter is. simply that (the 
common one) of trying to get one’s seif heard. 
Beyond that I, amongst many others, make poor 
tea. I  think that this tea could, be sold better 
if it could be landed where it is wanted instead 
of where i t '  is not want d. Aa a last resource it 
occurs to me that many of -ua (of both Continents) 
have to put up with fi-penny averages ; we sell 
some tea indeed as low as 5 pence. I  will whiaptr 
it that we have even got the handsome sum of 
4 f ence at times for tea over which we spent much 
energy. I  don’t  see many China tea sales, bill it 
is easy to guess that they ate not mnoh below ua 
in prise. Now we have two alternatives, firstly 
the one that we have ohosen.

And that is to imitate “ strong" Indian teas. 
We emulate the appearance and the characteris­
tics ol strong teas, and the result is 4d, 53, 6d 
per pound. The second alternative is to emulate 
Chios, and supposing that certain teas of China 
get 6 |, 5§, 4J pence per pound, we might I  
think make the same teas and get no lower 
prices that we do cow.

Bat this change in taelioa would get our foot 
into America aod other new marke s,

Q. Would America take imitation China tea ?
A. Yes; • a t a smaller prise per pound.
But is it not reasonable to suppose that we eonld 

and-would improve on the China tea and let the eon- 
homers have it at the same price as they no# pay.


