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. ,@nnneﬁpnnﬂam-ﬁ. -and are able to. bring sboat the combination of the
PR U elementa of the atmosphere. There i3 no doubt that

To the Editor.

-LIBERIAN COFFEE PLANTING.
~Dmse  8ig,~~Now that the planiing of thig
product is keing taken up rapidly, thers has been .
some . diegugsion as to the distance the plants
should be. put out. When first introduced it was
plented 12 feet apart—s ridiculous distance, Ia |
its. ra‘ive habital thers are veriiable giants re-
guiring .even iore epace than a cireumference of
80 feet, There even aro exceptional trees here, and |
in very rich localities, I can poiut to certain irees
in the island of excoplional growth, both topped
and untopped troes, covering much grourd and

yielding orop aft the rate of 20 owt. per
aore! In reslly gooda and new soils 6}
fest apart is a fair distance, but b5 feet

by 5 feet is a much better distapce, and in very
poor soils 5 by 4 or 4% by 4}. But even in the |
ladier soils & feet apar: is proferable, and the plantg
should be aided after two yesars with manure.
Where oacao is planted, it is, of course, s sheer
waste to.allow the infervening ground tfo yield |
notbing, and Liberian cciffes can well be put out |
ani mada to yield up to the 8th or 10th year, when
the caiocao wiil then oply need ground as orchard
treea. Much of the little ¢xisting Liberian ocff:e
plotse wané bresiment sadly. Ndt so much asio
mantring ss handling sad pruning, Toe tree
is ‘best topped at 5% feet, poi lower than 5 feet .
sertainly. T'he lower primaries die out very slowly; |
the upper and lagi set partieularly grow ouf
snd throw excellent secondary and tertiary bravches
forming an immengs umbrella covering the gronad.
To attain this the use of the knife for suckers, |
bad wood, and spindiey off-shouts is indispensable.
All this hag to be attended fo after the firs bum-
per crop in 3 to 3% years has been tsken in. Five
yesra hence the best selling tea estates will ' be
those with a reserve of cacao apd Liberian to-
gother or separately of onec-fourth the exient cf
the estate at least. It will be very derirable that
all those who have had some experienco with this
caffee should occasionally furnish hints end help -
eaoh other to carry on its cultivation properly and
thoroughly and not in & spasmodic and experimental
fashion ss hitherto, . T, 8 T.

PS,—In 1880 or 1881 a field of 32 aores in the
Kalutsra distriet was plinted 6 fect by 6 feek
“The *“spriskling” or maiden crop was litile over
300 bush:ls of parchment; whish, at R4-256 per
Jbushel, was & damper. - The ooffea was root d
up. sharp, and never gave ita bumper., Bix feet
epart was evem then held as too far, and tho -
poil too cabooky and not fit for ceffee. The pulper
uscd was an experimental one of Massrs, Walker
& Co., and 1 believe it has been consiterably
improved sipce the enterprise in ths Sbraits began
to rise. "We must not be beaten, so long as
even a small perceniage of ocffee planters are
gill in theisland.,

PLANTS AND NITROGENQUS FOOD.
Dpar Sir,—Re jour para sbout the *fartilizing

action cof eleetrieity,” there mway be raid to be thre |

known sonrces from which growing vegetsiion
der.veaits nitrogenous food: (1) what may be called .
the common source, namely, from degomposing
organie matter which yisids first ammonia and thoen,
by oxidation, nitr.c seid : (2) the nitrogen compounds’
folowing up n the uvion of mitrogen anl oxygen
in the stmosphere under the influence ot elesirigity ;
(3) she third and last, and moat resently diecoversd
source istrie:ab'e to the action of certain organisms
ealled * bacteroi's” whish Oooupy the root tabercles, .
found on .certain leguminous and other plants -

' influence on the fertility of our

- your infendad ocustomers.

the prevalénce of thurderstorms exerts mo little
A tropical  eoil,
Visitors from the West kave wondered how the white
sand of cinpame-n estates can support & healthy
geowth of the spicey bush a3 well as of luxuriant
forms of wild vegetation, where the soil is practi-
eably destitate of organic matter which should sapply
%be pecessary nitrogenous food. The most renson-
able explanstion of vegetation flourishing on
apparently pure minersl matter 3& that the soil’s
supply of combined bitrogen is dne to the inflaence
of electric discharges in the abtmosphere, singe thete
does not seem to be sufficient evidence for supposing
that “ bacteroids” are presen$ . in such gituations
#8 agents.for the supply. There is no doubt that the
* mild” monsoon, without the usual accompsniment of
Jove's artillery, is proportionately bereft of iis
fertilizng power.—Yours truly, ] B

' AGRICULTURIST.

CEYLON TEA AND NEW MARKEKTS BY
AN INDIAN TEA PLANTER.
Jaly 18th,

Deas Bir,—I have walched your paper with keaa
interest on tea matters, cepecinlly as regard new
markets., You are delermined to puash your tess as
they are, and with very good reason too I must
admit, as I bslieve that the bulk' of your teas,
though not cqually ctrong to the Indian teas, sare
really more suited to the majority of consumers,

Your teas are not so well suited for mixing, so
that practically Indis has the burden of supporting
and ** pessing off ** the 30 to 50 millions of China
tea. This little operation equalizes matters ; India
makes slroagrr tea, but the whole average of India
and Geylon will be very much alike.

I see that you are divided between Tom-foms
and Bonnges. Bome ol you wodld * bruit” your
teas and pour them thrcugh the eyes and ears of
Others again would
get at the *taps " (so to speak) and by the
pressure of a percentage, would turn on the Ceylon,
sni turn off the China tap. )

I mysell am only a common or gerden planter
of India.. Perhaps you reaHy do try and make tea
to eunit all tastes, -and 1 know nothing of it. And
my interest in the matier is, simply that (the
common one) of trying to gek one’s self heard.

- Beyond that I, smongst many others, make poor

tea. I think that this tea could. be sold better
if it gould be landed where it is wanted in.tead
of where it~ is not want. d. A3 a. last resouree it
oacars to me that many of ‘us (of both Coatinsnts)
have to put up with G-penny averages ; we sgell
some tea indeed as low ms 5 pence. I will whispsr
it that wa bave even got the handsome sum of
4 ponce &t t:mes for tea over which we spent much
energy. L don't see many China tea 8ales, bul it
is easy to guess that they aie not much below us
in price. Now woe have two alternatives, fireily
the one that we have chosen.

And that is fo imitate '¢strong’ Indian teas.

- We emulate the sppearance and the characteris-

tios of sirorg teas, and the result is 44, 51, 6d
per pound. ‘The sesond allernative is to emulate
Ching, and sopposing that eertain tsas of Ohiha

- gt 64 5%, 4% pence per pound, we might I

think make the same tcas znd gel mo
prices that wo do now. ,
Buat this change in tasiics would geb cur foot
ints Amorica and other new marke &, R
Q. Would America take imitation Ching fea?
A. Yes; ‘at a smsller prise per pound.
Bat is it not reagonsble to suppore that we eould
and-would improve on the Ohina tea and let the con--
bumiers have it at the same price as they now psy.

lower



